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Grechings and salute
atiors to you all, This
1s the 6th issue of EN
GARDE, the fanzire deveted
to those scions of the
theatrical and tecvee
world,‘Diana Rigg, Patrick
MacNee, Honor Blackman,
Linda Thorson, Patriek-
McGoohan, THE AVENCERS,
THE PRISONER and whetever
else might happen to in-
terest mey Being the
editor and publisher of a
small magazine means not
only is there quite a lot
of worke Tt also means
that the final decision
as to what is and is not
relevant and should be
printed is entirely up to
Gary Crowdus and myselfe
Periods Ofther people may
complain or make suggeste
iens or hope fer different
things,,.but the final
decisions rest ultimately
on Gary and myself, the
ones who mast do the work,

Vidi Veritas,

- IT!'S FIIIAL. In case you

. "haven't heard
the sad news yet, the
wheels at ABC have made
the ultimate decision re
THE AVEKGELS 4

Sic Transit Gleria,

As of the end of
Febrvary or the begimirng
of March (dependirg o=
when final decisions were
actually made) APCaTV of
‘America decided agzinst
combimiing THE AVENGERS
into this year's new Fall
sSeasona

" The odds against them

contimiing it were, quite
frankly, astronomicale

The show has hlad very
bad ratings for the past
aight months, and has not
evar been a strorng ruller
at ary time on any daye

This means that ABC
cannot gouga the sponsors

‘when sald sponsars coms

looking far time on the
aire In fact, the spons=
ors have been decidedly
difficult to gete



For the sponsors want te sperd
thelr hard-carned dcugh on tesvee tims
with Xemillions of vievers,.and vnotential
custonersesawatehing, For a'shew with
only a few millions watehing, they quite
simply didn't want to bother, They
want maximim exposure for their primge
time advertising slots, And sirce it is
prime-time that THE AVENGERS were and are
shown in, that means X656 minimum as the
tab for advertising, irrepardless of how
bad the ratings might be,

0f course ABC was petting a colour
hour series of top-quality for reamnuts
in the first place, and ecld at least
treak even on costs with only a few of
the advertising slots paid for, For the
series was bought from England for what
is in the business kmowm as imidentals
moniese Cheap...Simply because it is
from overscas, =

But this was not enough to save it.
Not when iBC might (potentially) make a
double fertune by fitting some domestic
product into the (now vacant) time slot,
With all the networks these days, all
domestic oroduct is at least martially
bankrolled by the airing network itself,
thich means not only do they make money
selling advertising time, they make more
money from the shows themselves, So,
this fall some domestic "thing" will be
alred in THE AVENGERS places..and 1robe
ably get slaughtered,

That is if ROVAN AND MARTIN stay In
the same tire slot. R & W and GUNSMOKE
are the two reasons why THE AVENGERS
didn't even do as well in that rigged
roulette game they call Vielsen Ratings
this year as they have in the past,.as
well as the fact that the fetching Diana
Rigg was gone and a large segnent of
cultist audience didn?t bother uatching
it any more,

Alsq thesseries is begimning to
slip in quality. This 1s not entirely
due to Linda Thorson, hardly, As the
series has wogressed, she has been atle
to take hold remarkably well, both of the

character of Tara King, and of the hszrtg '

of THE AVENGERS viewers,

But the basic idea is saven years
0ld in England and: the idea-men of the
show are mnmistakably being hard-pressed
to keep it fresh and newe And hers in
the United States it is now nearly four
Yyears old, and US audiences jade faster
than any other. audience grouping in the
world, Even I am aware of this Marayt
lack of interest when watching the show,
Reasoning expotentially, it follows that
everyone else nust be getting quite

ing, but
berause
it 1s nar
sorething
familier,

In
other
words, the
Pep of wate
ching it has
to a large
degree Gise
apneared from
the average
watcherts soul, L J

But nons
of these signs
of advancing
age in a quicke
turn=over media
such as teevee
vere half so ime
vartant as two other disasters that bee
fell the series,

First, Diana Rigg, a perfect nexus
of feminity, sex appeal, beauty, noise,
grace and sheer overmpowering ability
to carry off the half-sericus and halfe
mmorous tone of the show, left, when
she Jeft, much of the shew left with
her, Linda Thorson is a beautiful if
young and talented lass,..tut she didn't
have the already-fermed versonality th:t
Diana Rigg wasg able to give to the sho,

5till, Honor Blacikman to all acc-
runts was a truly unigue woman, Every
PErson.senot most, mind you, but every
PErson,.«who has seen both Houor and
DiRigg thought that Cathy Gale had it
all over Mrs, Peel, hands down, Eut
Miss Rigg was nonetheless able to
create a new and buoyant and kinky lzss
which blonded in perlectly with the
show'!s basic temets and hutour, And
did 2 rather workmaniike job of create-
ing her own cult of avid followers s of
which this persen and Gary Crowdus mst
list thamselves as mumbaring in the
most avid nortions, ’

48 an aside, I wonder if anyons
other than myself saw anything strange
in the manner in which both Honar
Blackman and Diana Rigg, mature and
lovely l-sses both, were able to form
such a follewing amongst the yonng and -
high=school and college level and youm
adults, But Linda, herself a very yourg
adult, hos not gained such an accevte
amce in the same-age groupse
At any rate, when Diana Rigg lefs

show, it was the begimning of the
wWhether THE AVENGERS could have

i;.he
end,

tired of it too,..not because it is bor-(,;)' rebounded if it had been younger and.
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noYe vigoreus, both in 1dea and tochniqua.
Idke teeth, maybe you can Jost grow so
many new ones, and once you'lve had your
share, they just arentt going to bud anew,

Also there must be mentioned the sad
fact that England needed Yankee dollars
themselves in crder to keep THE AVENGERS
alive, Froduchtion costs,...thaugh atill
only fractions of US aquivalent preduct-—
ion eosts, are still very high these dayse
ird THE AVENGFRS (with THE PRISONER) is
even more expensive to produce than tha
average,

Add %o this the fact that English
audiences have been far from enthusiastie
abaxt Tinda Thorson and THE AVENGERS s&n
tato this season, and you have the makings
of a problem for ABEPC, Itde ABPC is, if
you have fergotten (shame) shame}), the
parent filming company in England, The
ones who have been doing all the wnrk,
taking all the risks and mutting up the
initial capital to film the show, In the
past English reactions have warranted a2
big expenditure en ABPC's part, and any-
thing they get from overseas has been so
mich frosting on the c¢ake, Not so this
time, This time ABRC wouldn!t have film~
ed a single Linda Thorson AVENGERS if ABC=
TV ir New York hadn't bought, unseen, X=
mrber of the new séries, The English
audience had become that Jaded and the
nroduction costs had become so high that
ABPC could no lenger f£ilm THE AVINGERS
without guaranteed foreign income in ad=
vance of filming,

The situation is even werse now, with
steady rising costs ever there and an even
more bored English audience, If ABC<TV
nixes the showas.e2nd they have,. ABPC will
net film any more AVENGERS.

T 0h, maybe if Honor Blackman er Diana
Rigg came backe.eand theylve been after
them both again lately, I understand,

But those twe lasses have Had It regard-
ing the shew,

So, if you were thinking that they!d
still be rolling around the English
countryside in the most stately and elew
gart and humerous show around even the
they're gone from US teevee screens.s«you
can farget ity When the last shew is
put ints the ean this Maroh, thatts it,

What really did put the final stab
wound inte the carcass though, was the
lnss ef John Steede

Come this month, this March, Patrieck
MacNee will be living and working out of
Malibu, Californias He too has finally
aaid "Enoughf® after seven years of playm
ing John Steed (if not the same character)
far the idist bex, It is not the monsy,
er the new leading lamy, or even actnally

(6

the faat that his wlfe Kate Woodville
llves in their apartment in Malibu,
It 1s simply that even the wesll~known
MaeNee faithfilness las a limit,

Seven years af bowlers and brollys
and vintage ambes are encugh fer any
aebor, however drab might have been
his prospects befere the advent af THE
AVENGIRSe (In point of fact, trough
MaeNee never achieved "Otear!" status
before THE AVENGERS, he was one of tie
group of actars whe were known as geod
within the field and was making a decw
ent Living in the theatrical world for
all the lack of fame,)

Without MacNes ard his urbane and
witty creation, Major John Steed, ABCw
TV can hardly be blamed for forgoing
any further invesiment in a shew with
provably bad ratings,

It had survived the loss af Ian
Hendry with eases It had survived the
loss of Henor Blackman with some Qiff-
iculty, bul did guite well with Diana
Rigg and finally broke into the Yankes
teevee market with her and the shov,
It even survived, after a fashion, the
loss ef our faveurite Sefootwten elf.

But it c¢ould net survive the ule~
timte loss ef John Steed,

In those seven years MacNee has
preavably done more te restare the
western werld's faith in the btnglish
character and the ability of the Eng~
lishman to surviwe all trials and trib-
ulations a great dzal mere than has
Harold Wilson and "Mae", He has alw
most singlehandedly brought Edwardian
clothes back in style and taken the
bowler eut of the museums and back in=
te the hat storese And with Ris cee
horts has managed to entertain me for
many more hours than T would care te
count, including re-runs,

During the course of that shov,
Honor Blackman helped initiate the
boots for women fad, which has turned
into a mermanent part of the fashion
complex fer wemen, She and Diana Rigg
have advanced Both feminime equality
where it counts and been in the forg=
front. of fashions and style...eand even
grace, They breubht a nevw era of ré=
fined female grace amd appeal and shea
sex appeal to the small screen, all
it without any of the ebvious standbys
of exposure of the flesh or histrond
emetional overacting. And both they
and Steed managed somehow to survive
without becoming ebviously "“tough” v
"brutal" in character, for all the

minor civil servants that might be
polished off during the course of a



They also managed %0 grape a show
wlth a Jamentabiy lacking MaElity in tegw
Vee shows,..good taste. It is diffieslt
to view current Yankee profuct without
lamenting the lack of this simnle virtue
when it has been proven it ean still exe
ist upon a product designed for the boob
tube,

Even before THE AVENGERS the usual
teevee fare looked like glitzy Sewage,

. Now it smells like it too,

S0, though we'd all 1ike to see THE
AVENGERS rontinue, such is not to be,
And the sort of AVENGERS that it wauld
become, with no Steed and Mrse Peel and
Doctor Cathy Gale (PWD) nought but longe
departed and fading memories, would wery
Irobably not be worth watching anyviayse
All things die, in their time, even eme
pires and sncieties, Better perhaps that
Steed and his vintage autemobiles simply
sliv from the screen than be resurrected
in sheddy form, as some second-class ime
ivstions Bebter we shculd simnly think
of that witty gentleman and agent far-
ever foiling the villains and forsver
1ifting a glass with Mrs, Gale or Mrs,
Peel, Better he shaild slip inte that
never-never land of memeries than be kilt
by a tawdry replacement,

Wherever old herces like John Steed
gey I'm sure there'll always be an Erma
Peol by his side, or a Cathy Gale, and
it's best that wayeees

Sic Transit Gleria Munday,

s

In the meantime I'm going to wait
fer the re~runs, Every halfedecent sised
area, including Detroit, will wrobably
be scon showing the AVENGERS again, Ané
thaugh they may be ghosts, it'd be great
fun seeing Mrs, Peel in kinky leather
suit and the eharming Steed ef the old
black=and-white shows, #Sighs

OTHER CASUALTIES Alse biting the dust

at this time were quite
a few other shows, Most of them ANC-TV
shows in fact, It was not ex-ctly a
virtage year for ABCSTV,

Going the way of 2ll flesh are "The
Outcasts", one of the few westerns which
came up at least te mediccrity at times,
Making it the best Western extant on Yank
teevee, Also "Judd Fer The Defense s @
gort of Perry Mason fer pre=school morons,
NQY-PnDo, a Naked Ci'by imitation.

The real news, hB¥ever, is that
S%ar Trek" mas definitely been cancelled,
The Star Trekkies may rant and rave and
write againm, but it's pretty definite
this time. Even Roddenberry deesn't seem
terribly upset this time, Frabably becausae

- he himself has been able to divert his

emergies into oth=r charnels, As fer
the show itself, it has becore increase
ingly,.slike THE AVLNGERS,..apt to show
it!s age and benes. This is particalarly
true of Yank teevee shous becanse &f the
fantastic reluctance on the part of any
producers and executives of a Yank show
to attempt to glter the format and ideas
of a show once it is off the graund. In
fact, alteration of any facet of a shew
is an almost infallible way te Judge
whether the show is in treuble or not,
A higherated show produces the same old
stuff time and time apain, with absolut-
ely no changeas..or improvement, This
reluctarcs te alter econtinues usvally
until the public is so jaded that no
amount ef (usually sheddy) later change
can save it from the scrap pila, STAR
TREK Is a perfect case in pointe Though
God knows I 1like the show and wished it
all the best, it became too static too
fast, And bsecame another stuckein=thee=
rut show., MIZSION: IMPOSSIBIE is bege
iming to show the same signs of increa=
9ingly accelerating old age by the way,

I am not sure exactly her I would
have handled STAR TREK if given the
opportunity, But I knew for one thing
I certainly would have abandonede..and
quicklys.ssthat gimmaick where Captain
Kirk and friends is always getting
caugit by the Giher Side, etc, It is
neteverthy that many of the very best
STAR TREK shows were like "The Doomsday
Machine"4.4in that the preblem did not
invelve some simplistic contrived dil=
emma like getting Kirk and Speck out of
an alien jail again,

Whal ife.ee The theaprical qualite
les ef ST though were zeod, ©ic Transita

(7)



Tt would be a good deal easier te
bear the loss of STAR TREX if 4t hadn't
been such a r™uddy good show for so ruddy
long, There were same real dogs, eSpetw
ially the last year, Bub even there the
show somehow managed to present some idea
of the farmtastic potentialities implicit
in a real openwended teevee drama dealing
with real problems and real solutions,
STAR TREK showed the producers and execs
of the business that it could be at least
marginally profitabless..even in an era
-glonifying BEVERTY HITLIBILLIES and GOMER
PYIEs To the many who really loved the
showy the other unspoken statement is
that it would have been a lot better and
maybe financially more sound, if it had
had fewer commromnises and altervations
grafted upon it by executive slobs trying
to appeal %o the morons and the slobs who
do watch GOMER and HILIBILLIES by the
dozens of millions, -

In the begiming, STAR TREK attempte
ed to picture what could hapnen in the
future, the realelife problems that would
be faced or would destroy us singularly
or collectively.s OCur ovm ruthless emote
ions,-alien environments and alien dise
eases, ether cultures expanding to meet

ours, the mltidudious threats which would

be-out there. In short, deal with prabe
lems and not just create melodramatic
situationg,

That much of this dream was lost is
due perhaps to the fact that in a commer=-

cial medium such as the teevee, everything

mist be geared to the lowest taste and
Targest mass audiemce, And this in turn
creates the conditions of necessity where
we get esthetic eripples managing and

runing the teevee entertainment industry,

Which in turn means that so long as the
teevee remains so firmly fixed to the

commerciale-everystenemimit es pattern of
the present, and its resultant slavish

(8)

kowboring to Nielsen's, teevee will not
get any better,

“Upon such a feundation of shifting
sandy 1t is somewhat diffieslt te build
a series of artistie and satisfying
dramatic or decumentarypresentatiors,

But whatever the cause, a lovely
idea was killed off, Not by the idea
itself, that has yet to be even tested
comprehensively, But by the cheapeners
and hueksterers and esthetic ampatees,
The idea of presenting possible future
problems and confrontations in a dramatic
situation is even more valid today then
it was then, because we came Scooo close
at times...

Sog let Captain James' T, Kirk and
Mre Spock and Lt, Uhara and Ensign
Chekhov and especially the biting per-
sonality of Dre McCoy go off to joim in
the reveleries of whatever Valhalla that
herees like them go. off tos Maybe some
day soon we'll see a more successful
attempt to presemt real science fiction
and literary values of all kinds in a
teevee series than was allowed us here.
But when it cemes, its father will be
the entire crew ef the US Enterprise and
the midwife will have been sired by Gene
Rodderberry,

Iet Lt, Sulu practice his feneing
in that neverenever land and Seetty find
8 plethora of engines to run and service
and let Murse Chappel find her awn
Omieron Ceti Three,

Maybe they'll even find along the
way a tall bewlerehatted Englishman and
& lovely redheaded widew with a 1ilting
Yorkshire voice and the grace ef a leow
pards And they ean sit down in the
halls with the other hermes of legend
and they will all 1ift a glass of the
bubkly and drink to the notion that
there mist always be, somewhere in man's
mind, figures and ideals bigger than all
of life tm which all can psint with
pride and says "I'd be mich the poorer
man for nas ha knawn thes,"

Leve Live And Prospers To the crew
of the USS Entermrise, Ta John and Emma
and Cathy and Tara, To you all, God
bless and keep youe

APOIOGIES are due to Bjo Trimble., Thiz
somewhat personable and perw

severing lass quite some time ago undere

took to help save STAR TREK from a fate

akin to deathesecancellation, To ald in

this nobeworthy preject she fearmilatsd

a set af rules, a guideline of Do's znd

Donttis for a letterewriting and shows=

saving advocate to follosw. That she

was one of the major individual saviors
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of the show is a matter ¢f recerd within
ths Shar Trek fandom groups That her 4ne
genious Listing of Do's and Don'ttz was
the main instroment of her contriution
to the effort, anart from her ovn tound.
less enthusiasm, is also without question,

I must now confess that she is there-
fore the re2l author of the Save The
Avengers petitldn and booklet T distribute
ed late last year, With some editing and
additions, the listing I presented is in-
deed the same one she used yea these some
years ago Lo save STAR TREKe T used her
petition without malice and indeed withw
sut, even noticing that JT'd failad to nprew
sent her with the credits fue her, And T
used her presentation simnly because it
is the best such listing on how to save a
berderline teevee show (or most anything
else) that I have yet to view.

Begldes which if I don't mention it
shets liable to 1ift my scaln the next
time T get out to Los ANgeleSese.

She is also the responsible party
far what must indeed be the definitive
Almanac for STAR TREKe X beautiful affset
thing (I saw some of the materiale when I
was cut there this January), listing in
comnlete form every nossible form of ine
formation and data ever to flow across
the boob tube on 3TAR TREK,

Out March 15, 1569, $5400 plus #25¢
postage arnd handlings For first class
mailing include an additional 60¢, for
Afr Mail include another $1,00, for overw
seas Air Mail include $1,80 instead,
Send the loot tos

Bjo Trirble

L17 North Kenmore Ave,

Los Angeles, California
900k

THE PRISOMNER As you've probably noticed
by now, the Prisoner secte
ion rromised for this issue has not been
ferthcoming, ©¢h, it'shere all right,
But not in this issue, UWhy? Length,

Mr, Currie to k the onortunity of
seeing an intact presentation of a really
complete run-down of THE PRISONER to do
up just thate He has provided a surmary
aof each iddividual show in the series,
including LIVING IN HARMONY, the show not
seen here in the US, This summary has
managed to cover 63 nages of EN GARDE,

Due to this, #7 will be THE PRISOMiR.

And that'!s it, With what-else I have on
THE PRISONER and McGoohan, there cbviously
will not be room for anything else, 4ind
while the Currie swmary may not present
any exnlanations for FALL-QUT s the last
episode, it does manage to nresent somee
thing rather unique for what amounts to a
paean of praisa to a single show. (?)

He has,
after all, gone
throoph the enm
tire show blow
Uy blow and piven
sny future rew
saarnhers what
1z vrebably the
most, momulets
study ever nade
ef a single bv
seriesz,

Sa far as
I knew this is
a unique esan4d
uerthy,.stribute
to one of the
mnst absorting

saries ever praoented en the 1diet bew,

What is more, it will be available
befare this sumer. Why is that impore
tant?

CBS has purchased natlomvide sheww
ing rights to THE TR ISOMER againe There
is therefare a very strong chance that
GBS will take the unprecedented step of
repaating a summer seasen fill=in, with-
out any new materiale being added te the
serics.” The actual decision has yet to
be made, howévers And if given the geme
ahead signal, the time slot and date hos
Yet te be affixeds And I hope this time
the local Detroit stetion doesn't pre-
empt any af the shows for a Hillbilly
And Country Music Speclal like they did
this past summer,

Prewagmpt THE PRISONER to show yodolw
ing ridge-rumners‘singing? Aaarrrgghhe..

In any event, THE FRISONER will be
treated in some depth,

And to those long=sidffering gentle

and trusting souls who sent in money for
the Mre Speck meets Mrs, Peel Novel,
"The Long, Long Distance Telephone Call',
T can give only my heartiest condolences
and most sincere regrets, Your subscrie
ption to that milestone story has besn
duly noted, and when it is published you
will receive a copy of ite In the meane
TIme I can enly state that all rumours
that I am-flying to Mexico with the funds
are vile rumours without substance iz
fact (there isn't enough money invoIved
actually to fly me to Cklahoma City e
And in the meantime, I'd like to keep al:
you long=suffering soeuls at least parte
ially content by stating that all Novel
subscriptions will cover all EN GARDE!e
urbil Novel publication, Umbil then ©
must reluctantly return any other subé
to the Novel and request everyone te keep
tight control of their monies mmbil pube-
licetion of the Novel is completse.
Oh, and Hank... Where!s the endizg?




ON HER MAJESTY'S SECREZT SERVICE Tt!
wag
brought to my attention that not |
everyone is aware¢ to what the title
refers to. Well, all mall sent out
by Members of Parliament, all oflic=
ial governement mail, Inland (Intere
nal) Revenue forms, mail from the
GFO (General Post Office) itself,
all of this government mail is sent
aut free by the simple addition to
the envelone of a notices, "QOn Her
Majesty!s Service," Naturally, as
with the govermmental mail here, use
by unauthari,ed persons and in gn~
authorized cases is mnishable, stc,

Hence the titlesees

Anyrays, the filming jtself is
nroceeding apace, with the locate
ion shooting still taking place, as
it will for some weeks, Then they
will go to Pinewoo@d Studios, the
giant Renk Iot, for the bulk of the
footages A "shotwon=location' movie
essentially meany that the cut=ofe=
doors sequences ‘will be shot on loc=-
ation, Everyt'ning else will be shot
back at the stiydios, Tt is cheaper,
easier and wijser to shoot all intere
ior shots at ‘a home studio, There
(barring gulld strikes) you can cone
trol absolutely the circumstances
under which the shosting will take
places Jou have an assured supsly
of skilled craftsmen spealking your
language immediately at hand, as
well as extras and bit actors who
als'o gneak your language, And you
¢ah usually shoot miles of footags
faster under these circumstances
without burning out your princinal
leads, The usual scene, after all,
takes many Ytakes" from which the

editor and director can take their (10)

Picky You can repeat scenes over and over
again, even those involving large mmbers
of peonle again because youlre dealing with
natives of your own land and professinnals
ancustoned to the work at hand,

“But eventually the £ilm is "in the
can', the filming itself is done (hopefully)
and the raw footage has to be mrocessed iz
the editing table into something resembling
a recognimable £ilm and the sound mixed 4in
gl ong with the musical background {which is
another story and another nightmare altom
gether). For this Umpteen Hurd red Thousand
Pounds Sterling worth of exposed footage and
miles of scund tape has to be eventr:ally re=-
turn a profit to the outfit that made i%, or
at least get so close to break=even that fore
eign and teevee sales guarantee black ink on
the ledgers, If you're very lucky, the dire
ector and nroducer and princinal characters
and first=line technicians will have mede it
into an artistic pleasure as well,

Unfortunately, whilst the James Bond
flicks to date have not been great cinema,
they have been great financial successes,
Therefore we can depend on a conbimation

of the Jamas Bond Movie formula feor the Cil
HER HAJEZSTY!S SERVICE (SECRET) that is, flic
%e can denend as well on a big publicity
campaign for the flic once it'!s ready to be
releaseds UWhich is a deublewedged thing,
bringing both benefits and groans to us
hardecore Diana Rigg fans,

The reason for the Hard-Sell campaign
is obvious, The James Bond Flick formila
reqeires a lob of meola for gaudy sets,
eleborate gim:icks, lots of outdoorsey filme
ing and pyretechnic techn' color widescreen,
But this time they're lacking Sean Connery,
thieh means in turn that theylre going to
have to do more than play up Ceorge Lazenby
big, big, bige They're going to have to
play up Mrs. James Bond...Dianc Rigg. For
she 1s a wnrobable "superstar" and they know
thhs, To break even or make money, they're
going to heve to play her part up big and
spread her across every movie section page
in every newsspaper in the western world,

And this means personal appearances.

Something she doesn't like at all, The
thought of sceing her in nerson, of course
stires the emotions of every hard-core Rigg
fan (myself ineluded)s But she isn't going
to like doing tliis sort of thing and I ante
icipate thet it's going to be ruddy hard for
the usual srubby fan to get near her,

Ch well, At least with her in the flic
ve can oxpect at least a few moments of both
visual beauty, auditory excellence and art~
istic merit, ™ matter how hard they try.
ne one could quite completsly bury that Yorke
shire rose beneath medioccrity. Which is ex=

actly why she's headed for bigrar things.
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ASSASINATION BUREAU TYou can just about stop

holding your breath for
that particular movie to appear, By the time
you read this, it should be begimming te make
the firstetheatre cireuit, the hardeticket
movie houses, the reservedesgeat palaces., At
which point we should be treated to some mempor=
able cinema,

Naturally we are all glad that Paramount
has decided to release their property now, but
vhy not long ago? As stated previously, bee
causse after the Robert ¥, Kennedy assassinate
jon, it was considered to he none too politis
to be showing films of assassinationy titled
UThe Assassination Burea', I'm surprised
they haventt kept 1t shelved a cauple of months
longer, to let the "toowmich=violencawoneTV"
eries to die down a bit more. But they've
released it, and reviews indicate that it is
a good deal better than "The Jokers" and if
mayhaps a wee bit less hilarious than "The
Lavender Hill Mob", it is because Alec Guine
esg 1snt't in it and it's got "The Avengers!
touch of melodrams Fraught with peril and
humowr, In cther words, we!ll prebably fall
all over our seats but it won't appsal to
everyone, Some pecple need some signal, such
as a pie in the face; before they can believe
that 4t's a humorous movie and it's all right
to 1augh.

But the reviews... But here, let me show
you what I mean,

L
VARIETY, March 6, 1969

THE ASSASAINATTON BURLAU
(British=Color)
Escapist comedy thriller: may be expldited
for good returnsa
Hollywood, Feb, 20
Paramount release of Michasl Relphwand

Basil Dearden production, Directed by Dearw
den, Screenplay, Relph, based on idea from
book, "The Assasgination Burean, Ltd." by
Jack london, Robert Fish, Camera(technicol=
or), Geoffrey Unswerth, Film editor, Teddy
Darvas, Musical score, Ron Grainer, Art
Direction, Relph. Sound mlx, Dudley Messeng=
er, Ken Barker, John Demnis, Assistant Dire
ector, John Peverall. Reviewed at Parampunt
Studios, February 19, 1969, (MPAA Rating: M.)
Running times 1€5 minse

Tvan Dragomiloffesees«ssOliver Reed

Sonya Winter'seseecees-voseliana Rigg

Lord BostwiCKeescesasnsssael0lly Savalas

General van Pimk. pPessesns .Cur‘b Jurgens

ERTLT 3 i B TR .Philippe Noireb

V195 ecncrasnssvsesssosseearren Mitchell

Mademe OteI'Ogeesseesesscan looBezﬂ Reid

Cagare Sad0eeessanseses s sanllive Revill

T0DESCUcsasnosneassrorssaskenneth Griffith

MUNTZOVeenessosvsnassssns .Vernon DOthheff

Fleanoraeessssecsoasens JAnnatella TIncontrera

That dry, wry humor that
flavored such British imports as
"Kind Hearts And Coronets" ard
"Tight Little Island" w= seemingly
a distinguishing mark feor some of
the better British comedies == 15
agoin apparent te a degree in "The
Assasgination Bursau, In less
skillful hands its premise of a
19¢6 international homicide orge
anization meeting with a curious
confrontation might have been
dimewawdozen stuff, Fused with
the capable talents of Michael
Relph, whe produced and scripted,
and Basil Dearden, who directed,
under their matual production
bamer, picture emerges as a
somewhat unusual and clever comedy
after an overéleisurely openings
It bears the elements for a rom=
quired srart exploitation
campaign,

Produc ers have made handsome
use of both extraordinarily fine
interiors and interesting extere
iors in London, Paris, Zurich,
Vienna and Venice, which give
added zest to yarn's unfoldment.
Plotline, based an an idea from
Jack London's and Robert Fish's
book, "The Assassination Bureau
Limited", is escapist fare thre
oughout, TIts chief probagonist,
Oliver Reed as Ivan Dragomiloff,
young head of the assassination
ring, would be an apt opponent
of James Bord,

As a compdy thriller, film
stands high, if the spectator
isnit too meticulous about expose
itory details, particularly the
whys and wherefores of a detere=
mined young femme reporter (Diana
Rige) who decides that a strange
outbreak of highly prefessional




and apmarwntly o ivelesd killings, mst
be the work of a single mrganization,
She takes her suspiclons to a big Iondon
newspaper publisher, Telly Savalas, who
agrees to back her searech in return for
her story,

Withouvt too much difficulty she
makes eombact with the organization,
known as The Assassination Bureau, come
posed of a group of highly-ckilled interw
national killers and imbued with the
"highest" motives. They kill only if
they think the victims deserve to diee-

First crack, she gives Chairman
Dragomiloff, as imperturable as they
come and trained since childhood by his
Russian father to succeed him, a healbthy
ghocks, She asks that the org undertake
sn assigmnment far her, cooly handing
over the fee of 20,000 Pounds (4t's in
her little satchelﬁ. When Dragomiloff
asks the identity of the intended vic-
tim, she names him, He accepts the a-
ssignment, seeing an opportunity to re=
vitalize his flagging organization. To
the leaders, then, he oroposes a game:
he'll try to eliminate the members of
the Bureau and they will try to erase
himu

One of the highlights of the chase
transpires in a fashionable Poris bord=-
ello where Ivan and the famme renorter
find themselves entrenched in an urw
stalrs room with gas pouring in. It's
frantis and fummy., Other attempts on
Ivan's life and his elimination of his
Bureau vietims are well handled, Finale
takes place in a Zepplinestyle balloon,
carrying a giant bomb, whieh two Bureau
membars intend to drop on a Middle Fure
opean mountain castle where heads of
state frem all the BPuropean countries
have assembled for a psace conference,
One of the pair is Savalas, mot only a
Bureau membsr but with political aspire
ations to take over the Bureau to rule
Europe o

Entire cast play their resnective
roles broadly and each gives a good acce-
ount of himself, Curt Jurgens as a °
German general, also a Bureau member,
and Annaballa Incontrera, as the wife of
the Italjan member of the Bureau, whom
she voisons to have a fling with a youthe
ful retainer, are cutstanding,

Technical credits also rate highly,
including Geofgrey Unsworth's excentional
¢olour photography, Relph's sets, Teddy
Darvas! deft editing and Ron Grainer's
migic scores A novel rumning feature
is a series of old newsrcel clips of
pre~Horld War I days, coupled with some

12)

of more modern genre,l!
e R

Peggeye Vieckers also sent me a slip
from the Dallas Times Herald,..whieh
town having the fortune to have the flie
already being sham there, Aarrgghhliy ..

"A Comic View Of Assassinst

=by Bot Portaer, Mareh 12, 1969~

"When you pass arcund your intrepid
medals, the British are sure to be'first
in line, ILike the lady Journalist, Lie
ana Rigg, who sets an arganization of
paid murderers against themselves, and
all but sees World War T mut into mote
ion befors her eyes in the witty, enter=
taining f1lm that has come to the Capri
Theatre under the deceptive title "The
Assassination Bureaut,

The film is based on a Jack Leondon
story and concerns a group of hired asse
assins who are pledged, by their conste
itution, to accept only assignments to
kill those deserving to die, Power
corrupts, though, the Bureau chief 0liver
Reed wauld agree, This sets up a site
uabion répe for a droll sort of comedy,
in the British mamer, and that is ex-
actly what director Basil Dearden and
s;reemrriter Michael Relph have fashione
G,

The title misleads, It sounds like
a cutwandedried thriller, There is that
element in the film, bud basically it is
a comedy, or, more exnctly, a romanbic
comedy =~ since Mr, Reed and Miss Rigg,
at first on opnosite sides of the fence
morally, soon are struck down by cupida
Miss Rigg, playing not altogether diff=
erently from her role on The Avengers
IV series, is an early day feminist.,

She is trying to break inte the ranks of
Journalists and approaches a miblishing
baren, Telly Savalas » With a bold schems,

She has figured cut the method by
which a secret assassination burezu operw
ates and wants to expose the organizate
ion in print, thereby establishing here
self as a reporter, Savalas quickly
falls in with the plan, It is not leng

before he is revealed as a villain =
vhich gives you an idea of the tonguo-in-
cheek approach taken here,

Meebting the bureau chief Reed she
braps him into accepting the assigmment
of killing himself, ¥ell, not aptual 1y
doing the job himself, He proposes to
his board that the assigmment offers a
test for the organization, which has
sonewhat gons to see, in a manner of
speaking, Reed will pit bhis wits against



“he rest of the beard, a3ll of whom degerve
to dis bHecwuse they have lodered the
stand2xds of the crzanization as seb wp
by Reedis late father, founder of the
urezu,

T% gows on from this point on a fajre
1y predictsble course, Reed, for all his
profession, has a strong ssnsz of right
and wrong, He is built into a sympathete
ic character so you know tnat he and Miss
Rigg are bound Yo come out on %op,

St11l, the film moves along brightly
and amusingly for the most part, Another
surprise, in addition to that deceptive
title, are the plush and expensive appe
ointments in the film.

Reed and Miss Rigg roam Burope and
from Viemnese Beer Hall to Royal processe
jons the film fairly overflows with spetw
tasular costumes, lush furnishings and
large hordes of extras, It adds a great
deal of visual imvact te the film,

In addition to first rate @ry ner=
formances by Reed and Miss Rigg, Savalas
is enbertainingly villainous, #uxt Jure
gens hugfs and nuffs about as a stock
Prussian general, Beryl Reid appears
briefly as a Paris madam in a wild comic
scene, and several obher sharp nerfor-
mances come from minor players, All in
all it is a British comedy that exparts
very well indeed,!

H43

Naturally any eomments I might make
as to why the Texans are seeing THE ASS=
ASSINATWION BUREAUY whilst I linger in the
frigid wastes eof Miehigan, sans lovely
mevie, sans Diana Rigg and even sans my
lovely Carol, would tend to be jumbied
and slightly nrofanes

T am therefore eagerly awaiting the
arrival of the movie here in Detroit, and
the apnortunity to see the Yorkshire Tose
we all love so well,

I')1 be seeing you.

HONOR BIACKMAN IS A GROOVE On Friday,-
March 21st,
the aforementisned lass apneared on THE
NAME OF THi GAME, a local Yank melodrama
product purporting to be a thriller and
mostly just being boring, Title was "An
Agent For The Plaintiff", Translated
that means someone who is working for the
bad that!s doing the suing, - In this 1i'l
melodrama Honmor Blackman played Rethany
Cromvell, a female solicitor (and no wise
cracks, that!s British for lauwyer), who
though supresedly revresenting (ens Barry
ard I:@is newspaper empire was actually the
agent for the Plaintiff in the titls, she
swas double-crossing Barry in.other wordse

(13)

And dwing a2 nice neat job of i%, itco.
She vortrayed a herd-as-nalls lass with
a heurt of pure liguid frern and a yen
for goodies nf every sort, Always an
eye mt for the main chanze, as the
British pat it.

But all the time I kept noping she
would pall the 1little caper nff, Not
just because she is the predecessor te
Diana Rigg, but because she portrayed
such a vivid character, real-3-D tyre,
and made Barry leok such a nit most of
the time by simply acting rings arocund
him. THE NAME OF THE GAME suffers from
the fact tha% both Robert Suack and
Gene Barry contimally vy for- non-acting
honors on the shew, 1oodan exoressions
and rardooard characterizations are perw
haps the kindesh words I could tear to
present to their usual performancass

Maurice Evans played the executive
who was in en the ploy with Honor, and
Brian Bedford stumbled threugh his
lines as her younger lover, Yes, she
would have lovers ail righu, I rave
never seen such a, well, attractive and
vital and sexy L8<year-old in my oum
many years upon this glabe, Ellzabeth
Taylor (same age) looks like a plump
cow next to her,

At any rate, ol! "Bat Mastersor!
Barry had some nice repartee with Homnor
throughout the procuction, though Hezel
comtimally stole the show with sheer
incisive delivery, Maurice, the wound-
ed aging lover 1s shocked at her bee
haviour at one point and comes out with
those ever~fresh lines, “"How could you?
After all I've given you®

"You didn?t give me a thing," sht
seathingly replied, "You bought and you
received value for your money bool”

All the way through I kept wondel»
ing just how HacNee might have handied
the scenes, and in this way trying «
imagine just how Mrs, Gale and Steed
might have gotten along. But it wat
hard, ruddy hard, because Barry was no
Maclee and the plot-line itself was teo
badly handled ever to be an Avengels
seript, The entire orocduction was
filmed on‘the Universal City lots in
Hollywood, by the way and looked ahmut
as British (they were suppesed to be
in Iondon) as Van Nuys, Universal
unfortunately makes impeccable garbac®

However, it is likely that Honar
will be appearing in some other Yank
teeves show soon. Working on the 3=

ry that she probably picked up a fof
parts here and there, it follows txab
welll be seeing more of hers Good siCW



T SO GOOL SHYX I am refarring to one
= * Relph Cestanting, 912
Wect, 3MEh Street, Lorain, Ohio (LLaG2),

This gentlemsn, somebime in the .
middle of last year reqreshed a cony of
EN n43DE and sent along money., In my,
alas, usual way it Look a few days to get
to his order, but one was sent along, He
avidently appreciated the magazine, for
he sent along some more money for some
back issues. Being in the throes of one
thing or amother, it was quite some time,
a few weeks anyways, before I would have
gotten around to his order, He wrote in
that weriod, somewhat {and reasonably)
perturbed abamt the non-receipt of his
magazines and not so reasonably angry a=
bout the matter, I sent along the mags
in somevhat of a haste, and sent via sep-
arate letter an apology for the matter,
He received the letter and immediately
got very huffy because the magazines had
not yet arrived, bscoming more than a 1i'l
atusive about it as 2 matter mf fact, As
it had bheen a long hot gruelling and very
unhappy summer all told, I was weary and
umwilling to coddle prima=dornnas of any
sorte So I returned all the money he had
sent to me, recounted in polite (not ob-
scene) language just what I thought of
people who could take neither apolagies
nor explanations like an adult er gentle-
man and requested that he return my mage
azines to me forthwith and don!t bother
me NO more,

Well, to date he still has my money

(1)

but T still haven't getten my mapazines
bask, He did, hovever centact the noste
2l smutherities shout the matter and pree
tested that I had, Guobte,"'maligned his
charachter! ; unquobe,
Now at least I ¥now now why so mush
of my mail lately has been opened {irst,
T am extremely serry that the en-
tire affair had te ocnur, but take the
spporcanity here to remind all of us how
vilnersble all of us are if someens gots
into the group who is prane to take hls
feuds and comolaints to the postal anthe
orities, We should all remember some=
times ¢f how easily what we write can te
taken in the wrong way by the USPOD. If
Mr, Costantino is one of the latest cnes
%o do 50, he is not the first ner, alas,
+the last, But I can state that if you
have any dealings with him, you do so
at your own risk,

DIAMA RIGG!'S FRIEND Shall remain anony-
mous as far as the
nages of this magazine go. As Gary
Crowdus once remarked, one of the beaut-
ies of EN GARDE is that it has refroined
frem indulging in the usual icky trivia
and personality obsession so common in
the commercialized "fan" magaziness IV
remains a policy of EN GARDE to stay as
f2n from juvdnality z2nd goocey gushing
as is feasible, Surely we can apnrece
{ate the magnificent talents of Miss
Rigg, MacNee and others without having
to project their private lives into the
public spotlight as well,

CONDOLENCFS do, however, go to Miss Di-
ana Rigg for the now~long-
ago demise of her father late last summe
er. Her father's illness and subsequent
passing away were the reason why she
was unable to appear in "Paint Your
WVagont', a misical due to begin apnearirg
on the road in a few months,

Her brother, Hug, however, is feel~
ing quite fit now, He was capability~
testing a Kestrel jet for the RAF (shadec
of Peter Peell) when it went into am un~
controlled power dive, He ejected in

time, though and was quickly cut of the
hospital af¥er that,

TED JOHNSTONE Otherwise known as David
McDaniels is known to at
least some of you as that Blackguard=-
0ldGuard fan of Los Angeles and to somg
of the rest as the prolific author of
many of the very best of the MAN FROM
U.N.C.L,E. “ovels, Particularly THE
VAMPIRE AFFAIR and THE RATNBOW AFFAIR,.



In the Jlast~named, T mentioned in HARPIES #1
that Tlya and Napolson mat Steed & Bara, as well
as most of the other fimtional British erima-
busters it seemed,

Well, when I was in Los Angeles this past
Jamuary ted brought cut a rather umsual musie
tape which contained a mumber of teevee themes
on it, WNothing umisual in that, even though one
of them was THE AVENGXRS theme, Nothing spetw
ialessuntil the credits on the back listed the
cast of characters, Patrick MacNee as John
Steed and Tan Hendry as Dre David Keel,' Would
you believe it was frem the '61 show?

Quité frankly it was schmlze, forgsttable
corn, without esnecial virtues of any note or
even esoecial faults, Tt was a little discord-
anb, 2 little loud, a little brassy, a little dis=
jointed, a little vatched-together, In short it
was completely forgettable music, It's a miracle
that even Honor Blackman and lMacNee were abld to
save the show after it had been blassed with a
theme song like that, Ted/Dave compared it to
Uyi tage" FOUR JUST MEN, which is %o say very

loo . and not ton rhythmic,
I'1]1 take our own Laurie Johnson version
any day, Especially some of tlose variations,

one of which most people (including me) have taken
to heart and termed the "lrs, Peelt thema, I can
hear the tinkling 1ilt of it NoWeeee

Mrs, Peel, You're Needed,

EMMA IS WHAT IT SAYS Kathy Rushman, Box 89,
Pearce, Arizona, has a rathe
er unique item for sals right now, Individualize
ed sealing wax seals, She sent me one small sampe
le that imprints "Emma' quite nicely, gnd can do
mich more comnlicated seals with relat:l.ve easa,
The small ones, lettering only, go for .50¢@.
you have some elabsrate idea write her mnd ask
for a price on your snecial job, Kathy, for
the enlightment of those of you who are unaware
of the fact, is the "Bdsh" who has been doing
the DiRigg drawings for EN GARDEe She has two
or four in this issue, and I wish to take this
opnortunity to thank her for contiming to ene
lighten the pages of EN GARDE with her art.

If

DETROIT TRIPLE FilN FAIR Most of you have by
now either seen ons of
the fliers or heard about them, advertising this
regional convention. This is a 1i'l thing being
initially distributed by the Detroit Triple Fan
Fair Committee, to promote our 2imday affair.
As I happen to be mublicity Director for this
local regional convention this year, everyone
on my mailing list is getting reminded of the
existence of the Con,
As with most regionals, the gatherings
will be somewhat less than the 160C~plus attende
ance of the past few WorldCons or World Science
Fiction Conventions, Which is an asset in my
book, Ome gets lost in the bigger Cons,

The Con itself will occur on
the premises of the brand new (2
years »ld) Downtown Howard Johne
sonts Motor Hotel, located at the
Juncticns of Michigan and Washe
dngton Blvde in downtown Detroit.
Before you start screaming or
your stomaeh does flip=flops in
agonized anticipation, let me
remind you of a few truths,
Howard Johnson has nothing to do
with anything bearing his name
anymore., He just charges for
the use of it, Therefore, most
longmdistance travellers {and
every science fiction is one of
them types) know and recagnize
the Hnward Johnsen restaurant as
a chancey place to eat, with an
excreable reputation for service
and fmod as well., Though many
HJ's are culinary catastronhes,
most of them are no worst than
any sther readside restaurant and
usually a cut or two above the
bulle of them for all the remutai~
ions The Downtowm HJ may never
win three crossed farks from the
Guide Michelin, but it!s a few
cuts above the usual downtoun
fare, at leastes So give it ¢
chance, anywaysa

As mentioned before, the
Motor Hotel itself is brand-1ew,
there is absolutely no one eise
bmoked for the weekend of the
6~3th of Juns and quite frapkly
it!s not so large a Hotel that
they could put any other cenfer~
ence in anywayse There are alse

(15) four other major Hotels within



& three »lock radius
and mary move heyand
that quick wallding

=% iy‘g

ﬁJ disbance, But this
#é"‘f’ 5 is a smoothly operate
 EY A;I\L&M ing Fotor Hobel and
‘/ { there is really no

: ;// reason to go elsew

where #Ff vou're vise
¥Ling from out of
towne Also, if ye'd
manbion that youlre
in for tre Con, they
are trvim; to keep
all the registerzes
togebher on the tap
floor or two, so as
to maximize pleasure
fcr eltendees and
mininize discomfort
to the rest of the guestay, Wetlil all be
pretty much together, as the Hospitality
Suite and such will be vp there too,

Oh yes, and bring your bathing suit,
The 1hth Floor also houses their swinme
ing pooli

And yes, there will be a Hospltale
ity Suite, in addition to the remular
programe There will also be a banquet
ang speeahifying vy Ed Hamilton, his
gracious wife Leigh Brackett and that
noted illusirator and comic strip arte
ist, Al Williamson. The banquet, by the
way, is not going to be another crummy
Howard Johnson's meal. If for no other
reason than that their chefs seem to be
capable and good,

Guests of honor will be ol' World
Saver Edmond Hamilton, Leigh Brackebt
his wife and the aforementioned Al Wille
iamson, Leigh by the way is also an
AVENGERS and Diana Rigg fan, thus prove
ing at the very least her impseccable
cultural taste....

Ed, leigh and AlFilldamson will be
the recipients of this year's NOVA awards
{given for especial Service and Achievee
ment within the realms of Science=Fante
asy Literature, Illustrative and Comic
Art and Fantastic Cinema, in this case
Tllustrative Art for Al and SF Literate
ure for Ed and Leigh).

Past receipients of the award in-
clude Roger Zelazny and Harlan Ellison,
As an in~group aside to Gloria Iillie
bridge, if you could ever inducé our
mitual associate to show up at one of
these affairs, however briefly, the ene
tire conmittee has expressed the nation

that they'd love to take that opportunity
to express thelr appreciation to him for
the services he has done for the Fantagte

ﬁix
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ie in Cinemn,

Merbership (prier to April 15th)
will be $3.00, $L400 after that, Su=-
pporting or noneattending meroerships
may be purchased for $1.,00, and can be
instantly converted to attending memberm
shins by simply paying the bulanee at
the doowr,

The Banquet will be $6400 apieca,
but you can get both the membership .
the banquet in advance for $8450.

Send your monies and inquiries tr
Mr, Jack Promo; Treas, of the Detroit
Triple Fan Fair, L66L Toledo Avenve,
Detroit, Michigan, 48209,

T'1]l be seeing you,

WTHE AVENGIRS" by Houglas Enefer, Con-
sul Books 787, copy=
right 1963, 2/6 apiece, If you want
I'11 send you the mublisher's address,
but you might as well forget it, This
is already a rare collectsr's item,
exceedingly difficult to obtain due to
almst total distritution being in Eng=
land alone, small eirculation and no
one bethered saving them when they
first appeared. Naturally the printer
and distributor has been out fer years,

But it's a nice enmugh book, and
if aecurate, presents the image of 2
vastly different Steed than the ons we
all ‘came to admire so during his ten=
ure as partner to Mrs, Peel/Di Rigg.
Fer this is the old Steed, the one who
had as his partner the incigive Honor
Blackman as Mrs, Cathy Calc, PhD and
leather~wearing Kudn exper,

Basically the story concerns the
tracking down of a ring of agents and
mrderers in Jolly 0ld Blighty, Steed
and Dr, Gale do this basically by keep-
ing relentless pressure upon the mur-
derers and agents and relying on their
reflexss to keep them alive when the
pursued types strike back, Whish acc=
ording to Len Deighton is the way most
agents do operate,.,by sticking their
necks out and reacting before it can be
chopped off. This novelization is not
entirely the best spy meller ever wre
itten and it's not even mich of a con=
pliment to say that it makes the Normen
Daniels AVENCERS books look bad, But
it creates a hell of a different Steed
from the one we all know, the perfect
gentleman and shining lewight,

In fact the real treat of the book’
was the visualization therein of Steed.
We are so accustomed to the debonzir and
courteous Steed, the professional agent
who would yet risk everythning to save



his female partnsr, be she iirs, Peel or
*that chubby teenagem Tara Xing that it
is diffieclt to visualize him dalidberatex
ely abandoning-his so~partner in ordar

to mursue the enemy. It is this welie
angschang, worldevisy that the job at
hand is more Important than any single
parson's life that is at variance with
the "establisned" character of Steed.

In other words, there is basirally a

difference in the degree of professionale

ity to Steed, This Steed has the ruthe
less edge to him That wo are accustomed
to viewing in other secret agents, the
eold-hlooded willingness to sacrifice
anyone and anything., (mr Stecd is wille
ing to sacrifice too, 5Lt not in cnld
blood. Aye, thar bee thes rub..,.

Alse Steed's relationghin with Mrs,
Gale, if accurately partrayed, is quite
at variance with the one he had writh
lMrse Peels She treated him more coldly
and he was more wary of her abilities
~and masculine traits,

In the book Steed was also very
prone to use a pun if ens is handy, as
is Mrs, Gale, The trick brolly was
there but it did not have tlhe air of an
' essenbial part of his personaliby. The
visualization of Mrs, Cabhy Gale also
deft much to be desireds ZEnefer quite
frankly portrayed her as somebhin- of a-
told fish, not at all alluring and warm,
a quality oft attrituted to the charact-

er by British and Canadian corresnondents,

Even so she came through as quitse a
scintillating lass,

blonde, DMay she too always be thers in

that Valhalla holl of departed heroes and

legendary figures., Mzy she rub elbows
with Dre McCoy (& =-air if ever there was
sned) and match wits with lir, Spack and
still be able to sit back on the floor.
of her electric anartment and nlay chess
with Steed and fTip over the chessbonrd
and answer the phone, thus entering into
ancther advénture with Stesd,

Heyl Can you imagine Steed, Mrs,
Gale, lMrs, Peel and Tara-King all sitte
ing aroind a table and Steed tryirg to

figure cut some way to :een everyone from

going loggerheads?

The photos used for the covers are
also somewhat unique, ‘lould you believe
a Steed, mims tie, in a sports coat,
nleated slacks, no handkerchicf in his
pocket and hair too long and holding a
plstol? The back is a2 very unhanny and.
very feminine Cathy Gale tied to a reste
ing board, still from "The Undertakers,"

Ah well, 'start looking for ye conye.

Here's to.Mrs. Gale,
PhD, judo expert, leather-clad kinky and .

THE AVENGIRS AMWAL f¥other 1ittle gen.
o recently acquirsd
seems to be a bit of a rarity too, It
is the first Atlas Publishing Commany
AVENGERS ANTUAL, A hard-bound 83X1c
bosk erammed with stories, somic strins
and groovy vhotns of the astanishing
Mrs, Peel (DiRigg to you) and Steed/Pat
Marlee, The terond ih the Atlas series
1s the at-present s{ill-in-print Tara
King/Linda Thorson AVENGERS ANTUAL,
Prenading this effort some unknowm pube=
lishing company produced a similar
AVENGERS AMMUAL for the first blackwande
white Diana Rigg/tirs. Peel series seaw
sone, That one had on it a scene from
Gastle Delath while this second, or
rcolour season book just hes an oil of
Steed and black-leather-clad Mrs, Peel
fighting with some types on the curving
staircase of a castle, The rhotos in=
side this one are often in (gaspl) real
live colcur, Oh, that red hair, those
pearly teeth, that fantastic complex=-
lon. Diana Rigg has easily wimt must be
one of this eral!s most perfect feztures
and cerbainly the most mebile set of
features of the past five=ten yezrs,
But quite frankly, apart from the
photoa (which are suerb), everything
else in here is not all that great, A
good-deal of .the photograrhic cxcellen-
ce Is due to the good effices of John
Xelly, This unknown chap has done pix
~f Rige reneatedly for sublicity mur-
poses for twenby dozen magazines and
outlets and never ceases to nlease me,
Miss Rigg is. fertunate in hAving come tc
gethzr with someone able to capture so
’.’--s'.- -:”"‘\w\\ .

(17)



mich of her elfish charm and beaty with
the camera, Next time you see a photo
of Miss Rigg and if it's not credited,
Just examine it, Does it convey the
splendid vitality of her whole body and
mind? Does it grab you, baby? If it
does, there is a very good chance itls
another Kelly' photo,

Good man, Kelly,

Anyways, the stories and such in the
Anmal are nothing to write home aboute.
The art is adequate but their attempts
to capture Mrs, Peel with ink and pen
are for the most part merely pathetic,
The less said about the story~lines of
the some three or four story=comic~strips
the better, Shudder, shudder, shudder...

The shortwshort stories are rather
nicely mut together, though, for all the
fact that nothing is attempted in the
realm of characterization, Ther is,
after all, no room.

Anyone out in this neck of the waocds
is welcome te drop by and see it,

Eat your hearts oulteeee

REQUIESCAT IN PACE There have been a
few recent deaths of

note within the seience fietion field,

of which a few words are appropriate,

John Wyndham, otherwise known as
John Benyon Harris, author ef dozens of
popular science fiction novels (include
ing DAY OF THE TRIFFIDS And (UT OF THE
DEEPS amongst others) passed on a short
time agos We'll miss his spirit,

Boris Karloff, who used to frighten
the bejeszus aut of me and never quite
seemed to be able to break away from his
Frankenstein dmage,

Seth A, Johnson, little known oute
side of the NFFF, he was a gentle soul,
not overly blessed with personality or
vibrant talenty he was still a friendly
old sml who devoted much of his later
1life to the NFFF and off-shoots of the
organization,

Harold Palmer Piser, a retiree who
put his whole remaining year or two into
an attempt to compnletely index every
science fiction fanzine ever published
anywhere at any time. He had listed and
catalogued at the time of his death the
personal collections of a mimber of
people includings Ed Meskys, Howard De=
Vore, Bill Mallardi, Ted White, Ron Ell=
ik and was in the process of working his
way through my collsction when he sicke
ened and passed on,

This is unfortunate enough, but the
events that occurred afterwards call for
some comment from me,

First off, Mr, Piser left specific (18)

Instructions with a lawyer and close
friend as to the dispesition of the
materiale in the event of his demise,
He also attempted to leave same small
estate to pay for the remittance of
anything lying about at that time, But
afterwards it soon developed that the
fanzines lay about and were viewed
scornfully by the lawyer and friend to
whom he had entrasted their return,

The details are still vague at this
time, but it seems that the wife of the
widow was quite pushy towards Ted E.
White and Ted was semewhat shocked by
her attitude towards the fanzines and
the work Piser had devoted to the fan=
zine Index, She had at some time just
Simply taken this couple of years work
cut and burned it,

Also, to my own krnowledge I had
Just heard rumours of his death until
the date of The I%th ef March when a
Pater P. Peterson, the friend and lawe
yer mentionsd above, wrote a short air-
letter requesting clarification as to
the disposition of my "mamiscripts“,
On the 22nd a collect phone call was
sent to my house (turned down) and a
few moments later the wife of Mr, Pete
erson was on the line, They had not
received my Jetter of the 20th request=
ing some information as to how mich it
would cost to re-mail the fanzines be-
longing to me, On the phone she was
quite short and impolite, stating seve
eral times did I want the fanzines sent
to my place or didn't I? T tried to
inform her that I wanted to know how
mich it would cost, and if it would
cost too mich to remail L7 ruming feet
of fanzines back, alternate transporte
ation measures via one of the local
Long Island fans might be advisable,
No, she wanted to know whether I wanted
my fanzines or not, did I want thenm
shipped to me or not? No attempt to
listen, act eourteously, politely ar
intelligently. I could lump it or leve
being insulted., Abandon the fanzines
or accept COD charges, That's all the
choice I was offered and they either
go out that day or not at all., I re=
luctantly accepted the COD,

She was not a very likabls person
on the phone. So little likeable in
fact that I would like to hereby pube
licly announce my sympathy and supnort
to Ted White in fighting with her if he
50 doese

Anyone who can't get along with
her can't be all bad.

I'm with you Ted,

Sock it to her,



To date quite a few feot of fanzines
hzve been returned, some of it CCD and
some of them raid for by the sendees, AL
the moment their costs are apx, &7 and
mine yrunning a bit ahead of that fipure,
Mora is yet to come.

But the hostility that Mrse. Peterson
hes given, gratis, to members of fandom
trying to retrieve their own property has
nointed vp one difficulty inhersnt in
fandom itself, Anyone who isn't in i+
autometically dismisses all we do or
nrint as garbage for one thing, Which
mezns that however close frisnds the
Peterson's might have been with Piser,
they were "too tusy" to deal with the
materiale in the mamner a member of the
fannish microcosm wovrld,

Moral: If you want to leave somew
thing faniish or science~fictional behind
¥e, have a fan take care of it, ith the
best of intentions a friend and relative
could very easily literally dispose of
not only your own projects as Piser's
Index was so callously disnosed of, but
of other people's materiale as wall,

It's also the last time I ever let
any of my collection gat beyond easy
driving distancaes

Remember my story the next time you
lend sameone something you want to keep,
CALENDAR COF EVENTS: Regional amgd "Jorld
Conventions and Cone
‘ferences in your area perhaps, May 9=11.

DISCIAVE: Skyline Inn, S, Capitol St,,
vashington, D.C., H2&0 regise
tration at the door, Contact Jack
Haldeman, 12Lk Woodbourne Aveme,
Baltimore, Maryland 21212,
June 6=8
PgHLANGE: Allegheny Motor Inn, 1h6L
Beers Sehool Road, Coraom
polis, Penasylvania, 15168, 42,9 at
the door, Write eter Hays, 121
Wightman, Pittsburgh, Pennsy, 15217
June Z6-22
SCUTH/E™T RCON 1969: Ramada Inn, 2525
. ’ Allen PWkYO,
Houston, Tegas, $2,50 at the door,
Write Tomy Smith, 11l Iynnview Houste
on, Texas, 77055.

Juna 28«29
MIDWESTCON:  North Plaza Motel, 7911
Reading Road, Cincinnati,
Ohio, 45237, Vrite Lou Takakou, 3953
St. Johns Terrace, Cincimati, Ohio,

L5236,
June 6-8

DETROIT TRIPIE FAN FAIR: Downtown

Detroit Howe
Lodge, 4,00 at
Write Jack Promo, L66L

ard Johnson!s Moter
the door,

Toledo Avenue, Detroit, Michigan 118209,
Iy L6
VEBSTIRCON/FUCON T2 Miramer Hotel,
Ocean & Willshire
Samta Fonica, California, &3 at the
door, $1,00 for supporting (non-attend-
ing merberships). Write Ken Rudolnk,
Bex 1, Santa lonica, California 9o,
And this is the Eig, Big, Fig bne
for the science fietion worlds Tre
only Yorld Convention going around at
the moment,

August 29«Onptenber 1st
ST+ IXUTSCON; Chase Park Plaza Hotnl,
212 North Kingshighvg ,
Ste Louis, Missouri, 631€8, 5L.M at
the doors Write St. Louiscon, Box
3r08, St. Louis, Missouri, 63130,

A few words about each,

The MidWestCon is a strictly ine
formal affair, everyons knows everyons
else and there s 1ittle program as such
during the enbire weekend, Tt can be
mighty lonely if you're unacquainted
with the field but very warm if you are,

The PhHlangeCon is being held, you
will notice, the same weekend as the
Detroit Do, To those in the area I can
heartily recomend the personalities ine
volved and the sort of regional conferw
ence they would mt on and can only wish
that I amongst others had checked the
fanaish evaents more carefully before uns
alterably ecomnitbing ocurselves to the
date of the first weekend in June, Apole
ogies are hereby tendered to them,

But the absolutely biggest and most
stupendous Do of the season will have to
be the WorldCon at St. Louis, TIt'll be
a gigantic affatr, thousands ef pemple.
But you can also denmend on your own fave
ourite types of people bein there in
abundance, including lots of pro writeres
and BNF''s, Heartily recommended as are
the neeple putting it sn, The Fisher!'s,
the Couchts and their group of hardy
and energatic souls in attenrdence.,

TI'11 be seeing you thers...

Am also planning to attend the
WesterCon this year myself and hepe to
see many of the fine types I met last
year at the BayCon in Cakland, Calif,

It's easily one of the best rege
ionals around, ye might try attending,

I'1l be seeing you. And to my
Malyutka Krasavee in Les Angeles y Y
dearest Carcl, keep an ear warm for mee

. Auf Weidershein.
(19)



In this country all TV images are
g made up of 585 lines ang are formed
by a scaming beam moving horizontally
j hnm‘r] N G across the face of the tube, Because
: the seanning time for a complete picw
ture 1s no less than 1/30%th of a
d second, your camera should not be set-
h DT D 5 at any faster figure than this figure,
S1og = or at least very very near to it,

than 1s possibla, Or you will not
record the complete picture, This

f Is a rule to keep, otherwise you begin
rom to acquire black bands across the
¢ /3 e Photo,.invariably, it seems, right

where the mouth is, This speed, fore

" tunately, is aso close to the shubter
ff@[/ee Speed of the simple roll film cameras
and to the slouwdown speed of the
Kodzk Instamatic C Lu nd
SC re eﬂ S 1c LCameras 30[1., Oh. a

104, The normal speeds of the latter
cameras are 1/60 and 1/90 seconds
respectively, But they can be slowed
dovm to a more Teasonable speed by

BY Inserting a used flashbulb or eube in
RODHAN the flach hole. Obviously you cannot
=T ‘ use a live flashbulb without wipji

SY WA 5 a1

\ sut the TV picturs, This advice alse
applies to any camera of similar type.

Waen using a simple roll film
camera, you will have to use a high
speed film such as Kodek TrieX Tilm.
Cameras with adjustable lens cpenings
shold be set at £/h when using redw
ium speed £ilm such as Kodak FluseX
or Verichrome Pan film or any film of
the same spead,

If you can afford it, the best
policy weuld be to take at least a few
photos off the telly right new. Set
it 2t a particular speed and f stop
and note it somewhere, ihen printed
you can then decide whether to attempt
to change the f setting,

At 1/50th it is not necessary to
suppert the camera in any extraordinary
manner, Just grasp firmly in your
customary position, facirg squarely
to the screen, But a firm foundation
can be of assistance, If a triped is
unavailable, tables, chairs and other
8815d platforms may be used, ‘For any
slover speeds, such as 1/15gh, a firm
support is absolntely essentiale For
you will alivays be chancing blur from
picture action enough without adding
arn quiver to it.

It is also quite possible to make
colour photographs from the screen of
your color TV, Tode this you will
need to use a high speed color film
such as Kodak High Speed Ektachrome

(28) Film, Daylight type.




The same shutter speed as with the
tanpasteanite (L/50th of 2 seennd)
coupled with the lerz open to 22,8
should do its If your pictures turn
out a 1ittle bixvdish, try using 2 No,
1A "skylight" fElter,

As before the camera should face
the screen squarely and be propped up
in ore way or‘ancther, by a firm grasp
or a platform, if slower speeds are in
any way necwssitated,

In most cameras, unless your came
era focuses dovm to two feet, you will
wish to use a close-up lens on your

camera so that the TV picture will £1l11

the picture area, With a "one plus!
lens on your camera and the focus set
at five feet, a 21~inch TV image will
£ill tihe picture area very nearly from
rim to rim when the camera is placed
two feel from the screen,

However, the £ setting 1s stepped
dovn through this., Which means that
you must either adjust the ¥ stop or
change the speed nf your camera to
1/15 if at all possible.

In every case like this the camera
should be set up on a tripod or table
opposite the center o»f the screens The
brightness of the TV image should be
advanced as far as passible vhile maine
taining a good tonal balance throughe
out the picture. Contrast should be
adjusted so that the maximum detail is
apparent throughout the picture, It
should also be set so that it is a
1ittle less contrasty than is usually
desired for direct viewing. Pictures
taken from the screen usually pick up
some extra contrast during processing,

Extinguish any other lights in
the room, as their reflections off the
glass cover of the tube can spoil the
picture, If using an exposure meter,
hold it directly to the screen, Pick
a setting that is represented by a
reading halfway between those made of
the darkest and lightest areas of the
picture. If in doubt as to the propar
exposure from your screen, squander a
roll of film on a series of exposures
one stop apart,

If takemr during the day, try to
cover the windows in some fashion,
either by blinds or shades or by some
type of screening, Not so much %o cut

dorn on outside light as to prevent
any reflections taking up the scresn.

(21)

For those who want to make honme
mevies of TV pregrams, there is now
available two highwepeed black-ande
white Omm movie film types., These tue
typez of black-andwwhite movie film are
wids by Fuji Photo Film of Japan in
Their Singlew8 Instanteload movie syo-
tem, Fujipan R200 is 2 panchromatie
micrograin £ilm with an ASA speed of
200, Fujipan R50 is a moderate speed
£ilm of ASA 50. Both come in 5C. foot
Trolls for contimious shooting in Singe
le<8 cameras cartridges, These ean
enly be used in Single-8 cameras, the
Japanese equivalent of the American
Super 8 movie system, After they are

exposed and processed, Singlow8 films
are exactly the same size and formatb
as Super 8 films and can be shevn an
Super 8 movie mrojectors,

Happy shootingl

=~Bodhan Sywake

Editores As a side nate, Bodhan's nice
little article was received by
this Humble & Cbedient Servant
To Command about ten days bew
fore the publication in TV
Guide c¢n hew ta take photos =
colar photes at least = off the
idimt boxe

But they recommendsd 1/15
af a second at f 208 and did
nat recammend any specific
film nor mention what to use te
corbat blue in your pix, They
alse had ne mention of movie
cameras,

A local cinema fan in the
Detreit area has alse gotten
good results from simple Kodak
color film, but he has ene
advantage most pesple do not,
He has a much superior camera
to work with, capable ef very
wide~open f settings, and is
tlms capable of using slightly
slower color film than the
average pergen can,

He has the opening creditsa
from "Forget~Me~Knot" as a
monerto and I've seen them
twice since he took them, It
sort of makes me feel wistfl
and nostalgic already, to see
the graceful Mrs, Peel in her
cream leatherette jump suit
and that fantastic smile and
that lovely walk,... *sigh¥
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Barly orng autumn afternoon, armed
with a letter of introduction froem Dick
Schuitz, I appreoachzd the London offices
of Mr, Je Hotton, Mre Hotton is the
public relations man for the "Avengers",
He is also the PR man for ABC~Pathe and
as such has many irons in the fire,
While waiting to talk to him, T found
that he had just come back from talking
with Earl Mowntbatten of Burma about a
new TV spesial dealing with the Farl!s
life, Wita his cther hand, he was
working out advance publicity for the
movie "MAYERLTNG", starring James Mason,
Omar Shariff and Ava Carcner, A very
busy man., His poer secretary, Susan
Filke, a rather beautiful young lady,
was running around being a very effice-
ient girle When T arrived, I was
slightly concerned about the possibile
ity that I might be handed a few things
and then sent off, However, five mine
utes after sitting down, my mind was at
eass, Mre Hotton, talked to me for a
few minutes and was very interested in
what I was doing and particularly in
the copy of EN GARDE #5 that T was
showing arcund, Then he made the mise
take of asking me what they could de
for mee

Two things, in partieulap came ta
mind, First was publicity materiale
and the other was a trip to the studio,

Regarding the publicity materiale,
Mr, Hotton turned to his secreatary and
told her to give me anything T wanted,
When I came down from the ceiling, the
only question was where to start.

Susan led me to that part of the office
where all the publicity for the current
season was set up so that it could be
sent out to all the people who deal
with the medium and who do advance pub-
licity, T immediately Z4ZY sat down
and started to leaf through this mater=
iale, The only thing that prevented me
from grabbing all this stuff and bolt-
ing for the deor was the idea of the
studio trip still hanging in the fire,
and there was always the possibility of
more, There was also the problaem of
trying to get all this across the
Atlantic and the fact that I did not
want to blow my cool and get thrown out,
While T thumbed through a huge pile of
stills and written material, Mr, Hotton
was on the belephone contacting a Mr,
Sawford-Dye, at the studios, about the
posslibility of getting me in,

In choosing what to take, T had
sev eral things to considef, From the

stills I wanted key photos that showed (23)

action or scenes that eould {mmediately
be identified as being fyom a particular
show, Since they all dealt with curre.
ent chows, I was also attracted to the
8%ills of Linda Thorson, Very nices

As to the primted materiale, the only
draw back was in trying not to get re-
peats as T knew that the zine ecouls
print all 1t wanted wut would have
trouble with the photos,

Mr, Hotton then informed me that
they were very btusy at present as they
had a delegation from Saudi Arabis :
visiting, and they were trying to sell
them the series. However, they eould
possibly give me an hour on next Viede
nesday. They mentioned that I should
eontact Mr, Sawford-Dye upon my arrival,
Almost as a second thought, Mr, Hotton
suggested that maybe I should send the
copy of EN GARDE along so they could
get an idea ¢of what T was representing.
T gave him #5 and he promised te send
it down through interdepartment mail,
Clutching a handful of materiale I
thanked them and waited for Wednesday,
At my hotel,

% # #

On Wednesday, I proceeded upon a
train to keep a 1:00 P.M. appointment
with THE AVENGERS, One does not keep
THE AVENGERS waiting.

T arrived about half an hour early,
so T gave my name to the receptionist,
She phoned Mr, Sawford=Dye and told me
that he would be right down as he had
been looking ferward to meeting me.
That sort of statement hits nicely.
Until then T had thought I might be
late and hence would be subject to a
very auick tour,

While walting for him to come down
to the reception area, I took off my
coat and noticed several pictures upon
the wallse In particular those from
the many fine movies that had been shot
there, I was later told that the sound
stages there were rented out ts several
studios and that such TV shows as THE
SAINT , THE CEAMPIONS as well as all the
Hammer horror movies had been shot
'bhere.

T had hardly got my coat off when
Mro Sawford-Dye appearede. After introm
ducing ourselves we went up to his
office to talk, Mr, Sawford~Dys has
been with the studio for some 20 years
and has Baen everything from office
manager to Historian, Now he is Expl=
oitation Manager and is responsible for
gebting products to tie in with the

shows His latest coup was the all=



plestin furniture 4in an upcoming sege
mente Severzl interesting points cams
up during the eourss of cur discussion,
THE AVENGERS is shet in about 12
days per episode, and the finished prode
uet runs Sl mimites long, The show is
appreached as a fullwlength feaiure
movie digging at the Secret Service,
The films are now being sold to 89
countries, When sold to a2 foreign
country a print is made with all the
background noises added but with all
the dialsgue removed, Tt is added by
the country invalved. Actually, Saudi
Arabia, which bought the series while
I was there, will take a complete film
and then add the dialogee in Arabie
across the bottom, A1l the shows are
now being kept in the film vaults as
needed except the first two series
which were done as full-length plays,
ard shown live, The results were put
on Video~Tape, These tapes no longer
exist, Sorry about that,

After showing me the newest AVENGw
ERS ANNUAL, which should be out in
North America by Christmas, we went out
for a drink and lunche Highly civilize
ed peaple, these English,

After a fabulous lunch we walked
over to the studio where THE AVENGERS
is shot, On the way, we were joined by
Mre Joe Durm, Mre Joe Dunn has been
‘the fight manager for the show for
aboul a yeary Freviously he werked on
several moviess The Beatles HELP] and
the James Bond GOLDFINGER as a stunt
man and has appeared in several epise
odes »f THE AVERGERS as a villain,
Espacially if he had a particulorly
diffioult stunt to perform, I was most
interested in how the fights were perw
formed as they seemed to be a combinate
ian of several types of fighting, He
told me that when he begirs to work the
Director tells him vhere the fight
should start, where 1t should end, and
what props he wants left standing, Jos
then starts to put the fight together,
He still has prcblems but the usual
priority srder then becomes 22:uing over
shootlng angles over the placing 3f the
camerase, The result is a credit to Joee
Prabably his best remembered fight
scene is where Steed had to talze on a
quickschange artist in the episode

*Lool={SYop Me If Youlve Heard This Cns
Beforejeltfs About These Two Fellaws",
The reason it was so well done was that
MacNee and Jimmy Jewel were willing to
work after hours to get the scene Just

right, T asked about arranging the (23

fights and the ladles figihts. He said
that hs had no problems there and that
MacNee daes most of his ewm fights, I
Thanked him and he left to work on a
pulled arm muscle, A legacy from a pest
stunt,

FAlid Silent stage 5 is set in
the back of the lok and, as we appres=
ehed, I saw an unusual sign: "Na Talke
ing Around This Building Wrile Shooting
Goes On Inside", ILater MaoNee mommente
ed that  There they were, the most
suceossful TV show in Britakn and they
Were in a stage where they had te stop
production 1f two people talked nsar
the building, While I was there prodm
uction was stopped severel times when
asrocraft passed overhead, They wuld
be an the appraach pathk to the leca)
airport teos

I had already been on a TV sound
stage: I saw how STAR TREK was pub to=
gether last year in Ios Angeles,

Nevertheless, I was taken aback
when I walked in on the shooting of
THE AVENGCERS. The stage was very im-
pressive and set up for a scene at
Mother!s latest epegration center, This
time it was to be an underground garden
W th many statues of females aboute, In
their arms were the multi-coloured
phones sf Mather, The plot for this
episgde dealt with an Army plot led by
none cther than Christepher lee, The
title for the episcde is "The Tnterr:ge
ators"e Unfortunately Christopher Lee

© was not needed that day s» I was unadle

to meet and talk with FAZHAY Lee.
The whole atmesphere was very reisxed
anc we all talked between takes, Tt
takes an average of three takes to make
one sceitee The crew was very relaxed
and frierdly and I was amaced at how
few orew merbers there seemed te be a=
boute Thev have haoked up a TVcanera
alongside the motion~pieture camera

S0 thatv thcy can see, on a TV monitar,
exactly what ths scene will look 1ikes
Hence, aftershcoting or after setting
up. a sjens, ohe Director looks at the
monitor, insvead of the actors, to see

~how 1t is goirg,

I managet to have a lezok around
the new car, It is a yellew 1926 Rolls
Royce Silver Ghost costing about 3500
English pounds, Yet this one is rented
from a nearby stockbroker for 30 pourxis
a day, The reason for the change is
that viewers were writing in complain~-
ing that the villain has a car that can
do 120 MPE plus and yeot Steed kesps un
in a Bentley that could hardly do 90,



BErgo, get a faster car, The License
plate is Ktho76, I noticed that the
car was 1n it's original condition = =
lousy (or rotten) shape, The leather
upholstery was a little frayed and the
rear view mirrors and dashbeard had
Seen bebter days, It was not really
the shaps of car in which T would axe
pect Steed to drive, Another reason
they changed the cars was the sad conde
iticn the last Benbley they rented was
in,

Soon I was told that they were
geing to do some scene changes so that
Mro, MacNes would be free if I-would
like to meet himy On the wayy T ecursed
the bad timing of not being able to
meet Linda Thorson, She was cn vacats -
jon in Sicily, Being a fellow Canadian,
T had hopad to talk to her about workse
ing in England,

Patrick MacNee is splendiferocus
and the very perfect model of the very
perfect gentleman. The first thing I
noticed about him was his superbly
tailsred clothing, Here one is us=d to
a sweaterand tie or sports eoats and
slacks, MaclNeels sults = = and T am
not entirely sure that is redlly the
right word « = aura of perfection? = =
are designed by him personally and are
then tailored te him, His suits are
somevhat special in that they all have
a singie button and fur “Chesterfield®
collars, I'd give quite a good deal to
have his kind of wardrobe, Ad he appw
raached T was all ready to ask quest
ions but he beat me to it, It seems
that Mr, Sawford<Dye had shawn him the
Issne of EN GARDE and liacNes had taken
it home that night and read the entire
issue, HE LIKES IT} He reads practice
ally everything that he can get his -
hands on, fiction, prose, everything,
as well as all his press oclippings,

-He cuts these out and is very often
quite distressed over the inaccuracies
and idiscies injected into some of
thems Yet he can never really do anye
thing about them, Hence, when he saw
the zine he was quite pleased tc nots
all this information in one bound book
and aimed at accuracy wherever pessib-
lce He liked all the articles and
conmments and cannot wailt far more,
Talk about starting out on the right
footd He then invitred Mr, Sawford=-Dye
and myself up to his dressing room,
He has two. One is in stage 5 and the
other is a three~rcom affair in the
m2in building, where we went, After
szeing that we were seated, MacNee

(25)

loosened up, took off his 6oat and vest
and sat down with us, Even in this
relexed manner, he seemed to convey
the gentleman ehaganse of Steed, We
got down to discussing the show,

Patrick Macllee has been playing
John Steed fyr about seven years now
and really likes the series and the
Perple arcund him, He does not really
thirk that he acts as he puts as mch
"Pabrick MacNee" into the character of
Steed as he can, As a result, he
hardly reads the seripts and, when
shocting 1s underway, he will interrw
upt %o change lines, His reason?
Steed would never say/do that, I saw
this happen and the finished Llines are
pure Steedian as well as pure MacNeeians

He has had to change the character
nf Steed three times now as his lead-
ing ladies have changed, He said that
Honer Blackman portrayed a very mature
woman, Diana Rigg was a sart of crazy
yet highly intelligent female, The
current fair lady is young and eager
and it is she, Linda Thorson, that
has eifected the most change in Steed,
Steed has now bscome more tender
towards his femals lead and, as a re-
sult, tougnts to the criminals,

Alas, MacNee now believes that
the show is begiming to deteoriate
because of repeats, The plect he was
doing that week he had dene before,
as he had done the one before that.
The technical cide of the show is
quite definitely svperior to any other
televisicn product being preduced and
was getting bebter 311 1he time, And
yet, while T was thare, he mentioned
that he would be interested in working
part time, in Californialts new Iive
theatre (nat movies) which he considers
to be very exciting,

As to the current series, he
thinks it is a fun serdes and views
the entire thing as light comedy.
when asked which shows he liked ihe
best, he said that he enjoys those
parts of the shew where he is creating
different images and presenting differe
ent ideas to the audienre, He did en=
Joy doing the shew bassd en "The
Maltesh Faleon" (LEGACY OF DEATH) by
Don Chaffees As well as the very
funny scripts done by Dave Freeman = =
in particular "The Rotters", an upcome
ing episodes

The question I really wanted to
ask I saved far last as I considered
it to be The Question, How did Maclee
explain the relationship between John



8teed and Mrs, Exma Peal? TIf he ansie
ered this, Then all the arguments weuld
be rescived, So T asked it and. withe
cut pausing, he answered “"Geutlemen
never talk absut Iadies in tlhie messg
So back to the guessing board, He was
very pleased to see that Dick Sehulty
and I and the other cchorts of BN .GALRDE
take that mach interest in the shewr,
At this time we were interrupted by a
stage call, and, as he had to changg,
Mr, SawfordeDye and T left,

As T was leaving, Mr, MacNes gave
me a quick tour of his main raom, The
walls were covered in ahstract art in
heavy framese I would have loved to
attempt to tell you about his furnite
ure and drapery but I just don¥t keep
up with that branch of fashion and I
would not know how te describe them,

He then dropped a blsckbustery he
suggested that this may be the last
season in the show that he may do, He
thought it was getting more conseious
and formulawbound, and there were
getting to be constant repeats all the
time, Therefore he was considering
very seriously leaving the series,

I tried not ta contemplate a Steed-
less AVENGERS and tried tn admire the
light and airy room, There were no
dark colours there, but rather a soft
apple green overall effect,

In an alcove he has several photes,
Somg of the more prominent ones dealt
with the show = = he had several of
himself with his female leads, The
biggest one was of himself with Twiggy
sitting on his lap, He considered it
to show somsbhing of himself and the
history of England, T agreeds A large
colour phato of his wife stood alone
on the table, That in itself was
quite a feat as everywhere there wers
books, pocketbooks and magagzines that
he was reading ~ =« all at the same time,
They covered the range from movie and
horse magazines and trade journals-to
Yogi books, While talking with me,
MacNee alluled to many meferences,
referred orce to Sidney Poiter in
"Lillies Of The Field", and referred to
the more expected Ian Fleminge. Over
the daor he had a large picture of the
Kennedy!s, The deor was covered with

geveral clippingsy he called it his
"hate list®, This consisted of artice
les and pictures af several peaple
that he had come across or had just
discovered, T didn't recognize a
siingle soul,

He

(26)

At this time of our meeting, he
was trying to quil smoking and wos
praising the efforts of a particular
doctory as a resuit of these efforts,
he was on a health kick. He weighed
about 12 stone ( 12 X 1L equals 178
pounds )

Thanking him for the interview,
we went back to the set in hopes of
meeting some of the other pesple whe
are part of the show, These were Pate
rick Newell ("Mother") and Rhorda
Parker (Mother!s new buxem assistant),

When T managad to talk to Patrick
Newell, T started te ask about how he
Interpreted the character of Mother,

lewell answered that he was still
developing the character but that
WMathert was sort af the picture of a
Very British character -~ « the seeond
son of an untitled family. Either tha
or the picture of a Steed promcted,

Patrick Newsll is no stranger to
the show as he was in one of the shows
that starred that "eather girl® - -
Diana Rigge It was entitled "Something
Nasty In The Nursery®. There he play:
ad rne of the grod guys who got his
brain pumped by the villains via a
drug=syrayed Baby Bouncer ball,

Newell is trying to present the
paoture af a cool Englishman in une
usual sitnations, To illustrate, he
has many ztories to tell, During the
#pisode in which Steed mountsd the top
nf a bus te talk to him ("False Wit=
ness" ), he was surprised to discover
that after they removed the seats,
there was quite a definite cumrize to
the floor af the top level ef the bus
and, therefore for the three days ef
shooting, he had to combat a chz2ir
that always wanted ta head fer the
side of the bus,

At andkher time he was to be
found in the middle of a peol (WALl
Done With Mirrors"}, The prep departe
ment had painted 2 life guards chair
all white and ad placed it in the
middle ef the prol. Just as he wae
getting comfortable, it started ta
rain. Everyone else headed for the
buildings but all they did was hand
him an umbrella. So there he was in
the middle af the peol as the water-
got higher and higher, Sure enough,
just as the rain was at its werst, 2
single strecke of lightning split the
air, The next thing he knew they were
2]l out trying to get him in, Soms=
one recalled that w20ls were mrime

targets of lightiiing bolts,

et



As for his pesition in Steed!s
1life Newell didn't like the part in
which he answered the phone and saide,
e’ ¥eScecclesSes 0 ¥ESs,WThen turning to
Steed he says "that's Grandmother," He
tried to say the line so that cne got
the idea that Grandmother was either
his Grandmother by relationship or the
idea of that "Do you know a Grande
mother?™ The presence of a higher
boss would sort of degnigate from his
Jobe

Actually the idea of a higher boss
1s not really as bad as it scunds,
Patrick Newell suggested that if there
were ever a final episode (May he bite
his tongue) they could use the idea of
= As Steed is sent off into the jJaws of
Death, Mother turns %o Rhonda and
saysy "Did T handle that Right?™ Cut,

Patrick Newell is 36 years old
and weighs 2A stone ( 28 X 14 equals
280 pounds,

His assistant is 21 and her vital
statistics are 39-25«37, And is she
HAEHdE good lookingl I learned that
the relationship between Rionda and
the other stars has yet to be ironed
out as she only started in this game a
short time ago., Three years ago, she
arrived in England from Aunstralis,

She had been making her living in
several aquashows (she is a top swimm-
er)s Before THE AVENGERS she was in
very few shows as she was only a parte
time actresse She get the job as the
result of a lucky accident. She was
Just supposed to do the one scene where
she walks in on Mother and Steed as
they talk alongside the pool, Since
it was a nontalking part she thought
That was going to be that. However,
the maill response from that little
walk was so outstanding that now she is
permanently Mother!s assistant, The
only regret is that it is a nonspeake
ing part and she has a very fine voice.
She mentioned that she likes working
with a professional like MacNee as
there was so much she could learn from
& pro like him, The mly mroblem is
that she can!t really get too close to
him! ¥He may be 6 foot 1 inch but she
is a bit taller than that,

As for hsr relationship with
Mother, she said that she was just a
devoted helper, Some people have all
the luck,

As to Patrick Newellls relatione
ships with the ether perfermers, he
thinks Patrick MacNee is really marvele
ous and is one of the greatest acters (2

that he has seen in his 26 years in the
businesss As for Linda, he can't realdy
say as he has so very rarely been in
contact with or worked opposite her in
the same scene,

After that we visited the wardrobe
department, The costurmes for all the
actors in the current episode were out
in fronty, In the back were some of the
odds and ends of previous episodes, 1n
one room I ran into rows of bowlers.
Although MacNee and Steed share the same
hat store = Herbert Johnson, 38 New Bond
Ste, London ~ they kehp the hats for the
special. shows, Some of these hats had
stories of their own, One was cut in
two by the prop department and a thin
plate of metal was placed between the
lining so that vhen the hat is cut in
two by a guillotine in the "Games" epi=
sode, the effect of the armoured bowler
is showne Another was pointed entirely
blue for the episode "Super Secret
Cypher Snatch''y The biggest secrets of
the prop department are still secret e
the sizes of all the stars,

On the following Friday I managed
to get to talk with Susan Pike, personal
secretary to Mre John Hutton, UWe dis=
cussed the mail situation,

All the fan mail sent to either
the TV station or the networks appsars
at her office, The mail is sent by
shipj this explains why bthere is such a
long wait, The mail arrives at her
office by the bexful literally, At the
present time it averages arcund 2000 -
3000 pieces of mail a weeke Most of
this Is requests for either a photo or
an autograph, These can usually be
taken care of within 24 hours, Letters
asking questions or requesting further
information are set aside for further
action, The mail has finally reached
such proportions that another girl will
be needed just to work on THE AVENGERS,
At the moment, Diana Rigg is still very
popular,

I saw a letter commenting that
semsone had noticed that since Diana
had left Steed had changed the picture
over the mantelpiece from a cavalry
charge to a quist river bank scens,
Sawford-Dys mentioned that both eof
these scenes have no known title and
were just preduced by the prop departe
ment when a request was made for a
paintinge

To returne.s In answering requests
for pictures, a postcardesize phote is
sents For the autograph hounds, a rollw

Mr,

7) paper size of autograph slip is provideda



A real shams 1s fhat the girl whe
#75m all the ansyiering of ‘rase requssits
has never Been. on the set or, for that
natter, has never met the stars, Sines
she has to anscwer 211 the mail T think
she should have at least spent a doy
arcund the set, Tt wmld certaindy halp,

Susan Pike is also responsible for
gebting all this publieity materiale mut
to the staticns, For this she required
an entire room Just to lay it out, Then
she has to take X nurber of vhotes that
arrive, type out-the capbions, get them
vrinted, cut them out, and tape then to
the back of the correet picture, Than
she adds the nhotos to the printed mat-
eriale and mails it cut, to all the
studios, all over the world, No wonder
she keeps a great figure}

In wrapping this all up, may I say
that I was very hzppy with the entire
meeting, Everyone fell all over me in
an effart to helps In thanking them I
could net really start, I mst say
thanks to lr, Sawvferd-Dye who took me

SERTIES STAR LeSES

There's a gleam in his eye that was
never there beferes Hels taken te exere
cising every morning and his weight is
down from 136 to 368 veunds,
strange thing is happening to John Steed
of THE AVIINGERS, ‘

In fact, everyone is beginning-to
gossiwe  MNot just the viewers, but his
persongl acquaintances, ene friend t» ane
other, behind his back, .

And it!s all the fault ef that vive
acious newconer to THE AVENGERS = Tara
Kinge ‘

On"the set cof the serles, Linda
Thorson, who nlays Tara, was yeading ene
of her fan letters. . .

"Leok, it says here that.I simply
mist be in lsve with Patrick Maslee,
that on earth can T repiy™, .

And in turn, Patrick Maclce, wha
portrays the very British Steed in THE
AVENGERS, was nobing = with raised syoce
brows = a spain «f the most andsaring fan
letters he cver has received, 4

What the letber writers have in
Common is a discernment of a new fla¥our
in the longerumning series.

There 1s a bond between the twa
orincipals ~ Steed and Miss King =~ that

was not in evidence before, The hallmark
of Steed!s relationship with Cathy Gale
(Horor Blackman) and Fyma Peel (Diana

Rigg ;s both ef whom preceded Tara King as (2§)

Yes, a very’

.. somevhelrae

all over and made sure I met them all,
To the stars who took time out of their
vuerk Yo talk 4o one of their goofy fans,
I must say a very special thanks,

last, I must thank Susan Pike who
gave up a coffee bresk to help me go
through the publicity materiale and vho
tidied up after I had disrapted ner
filing system,

Things that really stood ovt were
discovering that MacNee and Stecd are
practically the same persen, the relc-.
ed elforts of the erew and stagehands
whe turn out one of the most Technical
flawless shows on TV today, and last,
the wonderful ceoperation that exists
arongst everyone, No wonder itls the
show it is, B

My only disapveintment is that I
wvas unable tn meet Linda Trorson, I
really did want to interview her.

Tara=-ra=beom=di~hey}

=John Mansfields

WEIGHT #leveland Plain Dezaler

- Noverber, 22, 1968~

the feminine member of The Avengers
‘team, was mammerly affection. With Tara
however, the bond usually is sealed with
-a. kiss and a cuddle.
.~ MaclNee, who after six years would
bg pardan=d if he were jaded with the

. serieg, admits that Tara is a tonic,

. -Ugaring an outfit that has been
takenwin at the seams to suit his rewly
streamlined figure, the lfeyear-eld

- Avenger was relaxing between takes =t

. the"Assaciated British Picture Carporzi-
ion, Ltd, Studies at Elstree, England,
when; Linda Thorson came across and kiss-
2d him-on the cheek,

"That," she said, brandishing a
neuspaper-article, "was fer saying thase
nicegithings abmut me,t ,

#ABsolutely true, every werd I told

- the man," smiled MacNee, . He continusd,
"Linda was ' just what I needed, Havizg
her areund has helped me regain my yuthe
Bafofo-fna came, I was hegisning to Joock
like: plethuselahs I had a deuble chir
and (indicating) my. stomach was out 1o
Well, I ask you, how could I
carry on with the series like that?

Checking his script, MacHee said,
"My doctor gave me some pills to take 1o

help me cut down on food, And, do wu
know what? I think it!s the best thing
that ever happened to me,t

~ANONYMO S
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Ha1l Richard {and otbers)y

The follmwing are some real wemuties
of weviows, including some classies from
VARIETY many years agos The follewing is
dated Mareh 29, 1361, Yesy the very first
erisode) Gaspd Here it is, in fading
print no less, copiled off the retina of a
poor soul who died of shomk upon seeing
it., Hold your breathe, Voilel

"THE AVENGERS

¥ith Ian Hendry, Patrick MacNes,
Philip Stone, Catherine Wondville, Godfrey
Quigley, Murrgy Melvin, Charles-Vade, Allw
ister Williamson, Meira Redmond, Astor
Sklair, dune Monkhouse,

Writers Ray Rigby, Directer: Don
leaver, ©ON minutes, Saturday 19:50 P.M.
ABC=TV from Marchester ((Editors I under=

stand Philip Saville hed a hand in the
production of the early shows when they
were coming from Manchester, alsc,))

This new fortnightly skein mada a
patehy impressione As an opener, it
failed to establish convinecirg motivation
for the central character, and the care=
ful realism of its settings and dialog
threw into relief the trumped-up machine
ations of the plotting, David Keel ({lan
Hendry), a young doctor, was suitably
elated about the prospect of marrying his
recevtionist, Peggy (Cathering Voodville)s
Unknown to him a dope ring hod delivered
a packet of heroin Yo the surgery, making
a mistake in the address, They tried un-
successfully to snatch it back, and then
decided to kill Peggy, who could have
jdentified the gangster who had brought
the snowe This they duly accomplished,
and Keel decided te find the killers
himself,

The trail led him to the apartment
of a shady medico, who should have gotten
the stuff in the first place, but he, too,
had been mirdered, Then a dubious chare
acter {(Editor: dubious character???§1?))
named Steed (Patrick MacNee) introduces
‘himself, so that he could make contact
with the gang. This worked, but Knel
under 3teed's guidance told them he wasn't
doing business with them any more., Seo

- they decide to dispose of him as well.
He was saved in the nick of time by the
cops, and the installment ¢lnsed with the
big boess undiscovered.

Trouble with the segment was that it
'didnt't clearly illuminate the purposes of
the rurning characters, Keel just secm=
ed a dope himself for falling for Steed!s
advice without asliing a few obvious queste
ions. And Steed’s ambignity as an unda
cover mag with the gang, yst somehow 0117""

the side of the law, just didn't make
sense on this viewing.

Tan Hendry, who made his local
Zelevision reputation in the "Police
Surgecn® series, was sympathebic as the
haro, and Patrick MacWNee was dashing as
his curicus helper, There was some
fine minor thesping, narticulerly freom
Moira Redmond 2s an addict looking fex
a fix and Marray Melvin and Gocfrey
(uilgley as subordinate dope petlars,
and an equal amount of ham elsewnere
in the cast,

Johmmy Dan kworth provided & monoe=
tonous jazz theme, which should drive
a good few to a fix before the skeln
is through, and Don Ieaver!s direction
was sharp and crisp. =Otta=

-l

Gaspd Still alive? Well, the
actual premier was on Mareh 18, 1951
at 10:80 P,M,, and here's a review of 2
later episode., Oh, by the way, the
decigner of the first episode was
Alpho O'Reilly, title and writer un-
known. But here's tle review of the
MacNee/llendry episode from THE STAGE
AND TV TODAY (July 13, 1561).

"Tn this particulal episode (July
6, 1961) the plot is reminiscent of 2
poor sezond feature with unrealistie
gangster types, blonde hanger-on, and
decent English chappie in hot pursuit
of ths criminals, Even the sotting on
the boat has been done for and the
dialogue is like a primer for intend=
ing thriller-story writers,

Only there were no thrills, and
the cliches throwm up in the ambling
wake of the story should make the prc-
senting company blush. Ian Hendry
stern and resolute aided by Patrick
facNee, whose styld suggests he might
be better doing something aff his owm
instead of pleying a rather peculiar
undercover man,

The plet does not even scem to try
for reascnable credibility, which is 2
pity when an hour has been allocated
to the task, Rather than cutting the
story down to the exciting bone, an
attempt seems to be made to fill wutb
the hour slot,

Director: Roger Jenkins.
er: James Goddard,
Wnitee

Desigrs
Producer: Leam2d
Teleplays Cerald Verner,
=3NONyIous~
e
Then, faced with a bawd, they
rerts all Kizky and dstut was made inm

September 162 with MR, TEDDY BEAR,



However, this first “eethy Gale" episocde
was only one of 17 Honor Blaskmen episodes
in the season, six of them having Mlic
Stevens (Venus Smith) and three with Jon
Rollason (?) Wno she?

Bub here's a review of the second:
year!s onener from Variety, Octoter 1%,

19624

#ith Bernard Goldman standing out as
the ominous dsathedealer,
=(Thawt
Helt
The dates of obher Nathy Gale
telecasts I coculd find were Lecember
¢nd, 1962 for DRATH ON TIE RCSKS (dire

"THE AVENGERS

{Mr, Teddy Bear)

'Iith Patrick HacNee, Honor Black-
man, Douglas Muir, Bernard CGoldman, John
Ruddock, Michael Robbins, John Horsley,
Tim Briton, Kemmeth Keeling, Michael
Collins, Sarah Maxwell,

Producer: Ieonard White, Direetor:
Richmond Harding, Writer: Martin Woode
houses 60 minutes, Saturday, 13:30 P,M,
ABC~TV from Manchester,

A major mnersomnel change wasthe
main difference in this returned thrille
or skeine THE AVENGIRS were originally
a couple of dered:vil hombres who share
ed the perils in alternate segments,
Now John Steed (Patrick lMacllee), who
remains, is joined by a femme agent,
Catherine Gale (Honor Blackman), and
the ecoupling had quite an edge in this
0ENer,

Steed, an undercover criminal cate
chery, has a fund of insolence and recke
less good looks., As MacNee plays him,
he's a positive and eye-catching figure,
although he seems inelined to overdo the
nonchalant imprudence in this one. The
hinted romantic undertones with Cathy,
who worked with him, gave extra bite,

The story concerns the mnt for a
master-minding crook, Mr, Teddy Bear
{Bernard Goldman) who would mirder anye
one for a price, Hels cleverly killed
a double agent during a TV interview,

and this neat omwening led to Cathy track-

ing him down and hiring him to mrder
Steed, 1In a deserted mansion, the crook
spoke Yo her through a closed circuit
television, the mike being hidden in a
toy bears The murder attempt was made
by smearing Steed!s telenhone with Sk
son = - but it didn't come cff, natch.
The climax came with the crook trapoed
with Cathy in a lecked room, his only
escape suicide,

The action wag energetic and sotise

fying, and the script was nicely supnlied

with apt lines, Loose ends, which ev=
Isted, didn't obstrude in a “roduction
that relied on speed rather than logic.
Richmond Harding's direction didn't
loiter and Honer Blackman scored as the
cucumber cool Cathering Gale, provocate
ively clad, Minor thesps were fine .

eched by Jonathan alwyn) and Jamwary
13, 1963 for LIMDRTAL CLLY (directed by
Hichmond Harding).

» « fiddenda on anthors: Martin
Woodhouse for SFCOVD SIGHT and Maleolm
Halke for WHITE DWARF, (Tncidentally,
the UNDERTAK RS led off the 1963-196L
Cathy Gale/John Steed 26 episode serw
ies,) Here's a review from Variety,
October 16, 1963, of this 3rd year
ODENE ¢

THE AVENGERS

(The Undertakers)

With Patrick MacNea, Honor Blacke
man, Lally Bowers, Lee Patterson, Jan
Holden, Patrick Holt, Howard Goorney,
Mandy Miller, Ronald Russell, Marcella
Yarkham, Helena hMcCarthy and Demnis
Forsyth, Producer: John Bryce, Dire
ector: Bill Bain, Whiter: Malcolm
Hulke, 660 minutes, Saturday, 10:5)
P,M« ABC~TV from hManchester,

The offbeat character of this mye
stery skein has made it a fad in some
circles. Its return to the schedrles,
in top tongue-in~cheek form, indicated
that there's still plenty of life in
the formla. The partnership of Pate
rick lacilee, bowler«hatted, chamingly
insolent, and unruffled as Steed, and
Honor 3lackman, who has a passion for
leather garments and ju-jitsu as Cathy
Gale, is now a wellw-oiled affair, ths
two playing together with well-judged
sympathy. The scripts are conscious
narodies of the s enre, not erxpecting to
be taken seriously, and lMalcolm Hulke's
"The Undertakers? was a good example of
the breed,.

In order to dodge death duties,
wealthy widows were provided with sube-
stitute msbands when their owm disd.
An organization, bossed Ly a million=
aire, existed for the purpose, in
calpots with a firm of morticians who
disposed of superflmgous bodies., Steed
and Cathy Gale were dizzily involved
in unmasking them, and a rapid string
of near farcical events led to the vsual
gun duel as a climax, Lomex (lee
Peterson) wanted to get rid of the
arganization's chief, ladden (Fatrick
Holt), and sent a killer and a coffin
to his apartment, Idea was that he

‘(Awonld be shot, stuffed into the box,



and taken away for burial, Other ingred=
lembs included a wide-eyed widow, Mrs,
Renter (lally Bowers) who caversd through
the semment that anything ceriminal was
afoot, And a torrid affair betwesen
Madden!'s wife and lomax,

Bdjef was constantly suspended, and
the plot didn't respond to investigation,
Bill Bain directed John Bryce!s producte
lon with & springy gaiety, and a strong
team of supporting thesps gave sly sube
stance, with Lally Bowers and Howard
Coorney standing out, Only danger is
that scripts will go overboard for the
yocks, and the mixture will lose its ten-
sione It wasn't always dodged in the oné
caught, but it was frolicsome eough to
got by, «Ottham! -

)

"Next, Roger Marshallls THE GUILDED
CAGE, networked November 9, 1963, had the
fodlowing credits (but the review didn's
even avtempt to even hint what the plot
was about)s

THE GUIIDED CAGE

GI‘OVSS. . . . -

JePeSPaggee o o

Fleming' s o @

Manle}'. . s « afrederic Abbott

Westwoode o o o eAlan Haywood

Wardresse e o oMargo Cunningham

Benhame o s s o «Eric Comror

Hammond, o o o « Martin Friend

Potersons o+ o o aTerence Soall

Gruberes. o ol b e o Geoff LiCise

Barkere s« ¢ » JDouglas Cummings

43¢

CONCERTO, by the way, was originally
telecast March 7, 196l

At the end of this season Honor went
on to make screen history as Pussy-Gale
ore and tha program took a resnite,
studying the trends and searching for a
new ferale leads On October 22, 1564,
THE STAGE AMD TELEVISION TODAY carried
this article,

«Neil Wilson
«Patrick Magee
Norman Chappell

"SUCCESSOR TO CATHY GALE
Patrick MacNeels new partner in
ABC'!'s THE AVEKGERS has at last been
chosen, She is Iondon-borm Elizabeth
Shepherd,
Elizabeth Shepherd will play Mrs.
Epma Peel, widow of a test pilot, and
instead of tossing villains over her
shoulder with a judo show she will knock
them cold with a karate blow, "
(L)
=
((Editors Tvidentally Julie Stevens
as Venus Smith and Jan Rollinson did not
meat with mich approval during their

(32)

stints as femme partners to MacNests
Jojm Steed or they would have been give
en the node We would all aprreciate
some info on these two unknowvm lasses
by some Engliish type who recalls them.
Here, by the way, is a listing from TV
THES (date uhknown, sometime in Jamaw
ry, 195L) of a Verms Smith episode,

THE DECAPCD

Directed by Don leaver, Prodiced
by leonard White, 8ettings by Terry
Green, Teleplay by Hric Paire, THE
AVENGERS theme composed and played by
Johnny Dankworth, 60 mimites, ABGWTV
from Manchester,

Patrieck MacNes as John Steed,
Julie Stevens as Vernus Srdth,

Girl in showers .
Yakob Borbes o s o P2ul Stassine
Stepans s o « o SPhilip Madoc
Bodyguards., o « Douglas Robinson
Valentine Musetti
Cigarette Girl,, .Valerie Stanton
Edna Ramsdens « o Lymn Furlong
Ttos a o o ¢« » UWolfe Morris
Harry Ramsdens JRaymond Adamson
Guards Officers o JHarvey Ashby

sPamela Conway

and The Dave Lee Trio,

Steed and Venus find "The Decapod!
Yo be just as murderous as his namew~
sake = = the ten-armed sea monster,"))

W3

But I eoculdnit find the thing on
her sacking, But I did find on Decem=
ber 13, 196l that THE ROTHOUSE was nete
worked on ABC«TV Armchair Theatre stare
ring Diana Rigg (surprisel)e On Dece
ember 1, 196h = - the day after, a nev
Mrs, Peel was announced,

And thus we are in the midst of
that marvelous fourth season with Fmm
Pesls Ah hahl Caught you, You were
exvecting the review of "Town Of No
Return" from VARIETY, I fooled you,
((Editor's note: "Town Of No Returnt
was the British premiere show of Diana
Rigg as Mrs., Enma Peel, hence the comm=
ent above,)) Chorkle, charkle, If
you've ever read any of my stuff in the
fanzines youtll knmow ny true colours
are finally coming to the surface. I
am a foul maiden to say the leaste.

Here are two reviews exhimed from
THE® STAGE AND TELEVISTION TODAY, reviews
of "Honey For The Prince' and "A Touch
Of Brimstone", (Aaah, you say,)

COMBINED RIGHT MIXTURE OF
EXTRAVAGANCE AND MENALCE



~by Michael Billinmpton
2/24 /1966

Iast Friday night edition of ™E
AVENGERS (ABC, February 18) was vintage
stuffy Just lately I thought the series
h2d been losing its flair far the exobic
and the absurde An unwanted toich of
seientific realism had even entered with
white ccated villains plotting away in
laboratories, However Brian Clemen!s "A
Touch Of Brimstone" had just the right
mixture .of extravagance and menacs,

The opening was riveting, An arm
chair backed threateningly towards the
camera, swivelled round and was seen to
contain Patrick Wyngarde at his most ae
ristocratic, He swiltched on a televise
ion set and laid out his ligeur shacol-
ates with great care vwhile a bulky fige
ure on the screen talked about Anglom
Russian relations, He watehed with
amusement as the man selected a cigar
from a convenlently placed case, We saw
the reason for his amisement when, as
the man’s argument reached its height,
the joke cigar suddenly exploded,

This wes a prelude to a nlot about
an attempt by the Hellfire Club « = mode
elled on the famous eighteenth century
band of rakehells = « to erbarrass the
Governement before staging a brisk coun
dtetat, Preposterous? Of course, But
what mattered was that the villains bew
baved as if they took it all seriously
while Steed was able to point out the
ludicrousness of the situation,
that chaird" he cried, as a sedan chair
packed with explosives flitterod past at
the HellwFire CIub'!s amual rave=up.
Earlier on he had explained to a shaken
aristecrat his patent hangover cure,
"National Anthem, It soon gets you on
your feetg!

Brian Clemens seript was full of
throwaway quips of this nature., At the
same time, it managed to convey a strong
sense of impending danger at certain
moments =- as when masked fipures encire
cled a gentleman who, rather.unsnorting=
Ly, wished to register a comnlaint a
gainst the Club, James Hill!s direction
was also deft and came close to accomnle=
ishing the difficult task of making an
orgy look convincing. A

Patrick MacNee's Steed is by now une
imrovable, Cna's only regret is that he
has not mere chance to exploit his g¢omic
timing and thoroughbred appearance out—
side this particular series, Opinions
about Diana Rigg?s perfarmance are dive
Ided, 1 feel that she has made a2 daftine

3

(

"Follew -

3)

able eharaeter of Emma Peel, something
without much help from the seripturit=
ers, And whatever her cestumes == last
week she was a strikingly clad Queen af
Sin ~- she has locked constantly fetche
ing, Friday's episode also had an imme
atulate performamce from Peter Wyngarde
as a villain straight out ef Debrett . "
etlE

An interesting footnote to this
e~isode appeared in the same newspaper
(TSATVT) on March 3, 1566,

B eessd story in 4BC's f4lmed ser~
ies THE AVENGERS was the cause eof an
ITA ruling that the programme had to b-
cut by one minute or shawn after 9 P.il,
The snene cbjected tp shawed Diana Rig
as Erma Peel apparently being whipped.
Rediffusion chose in this instanee o
leave programmed schedules unchanged
and cut the allegedly objectionable
scens from "A Toueh Of Brimstone"
shown in Iondon on February 18,"

* % %

Now for "Honey For The Prirce’,
from the same scurce, dated 3/31/1966
and reviewed by Bill Norris,

SHAMELESS IEG-PULL
If all the peeple who have "died”
in the four years of ABC«TV's THE AVe
- BNGERS could be placed end to end, they
could rrebably reach to Manchester, In
this vein, Brian Clemens excelled hime
self with last Friday!s story calied
“"Honey For The Primce", I counted five
corpses, four ef whom were smeothly re-
moved by Vincent (played by Roland
Currum), surely one of the most accome
prished killers ever to encounter Steed
and Peel, The theme of the story was
the eft=told one wncerning oil, the
cencession of whieh the Other Side did
not want this country to have and as
usual Patrick MaeNee was John Steed axd
Diana Rigg was Mrs, Emma Peel, and as
usual they foiled the criminals, but neot
before it seemed as though half the cast
had sunk to the floor in death throes,
It was a shameless legepull to end
the present series with pantomime
touches stolen from both the old and
the new Arabian Mights plus a last fight
in a harem between Mrs, Peel, who looksd
wonderful dressed -« or rather undress-
8d == as a slave girl and Vincent vhe
had hidden himself in a giant honey oot
Zia Mohyedden playad, to my grest
satisfaction, Prince Al1, who ‘had an
oil concession going begging s @ love
of cricket, and a harem chock full,



De?initaly 2 men to kaep in with, Ron
Moody enjoyed himself as the erganizer
of QOF {Quite Quite Fantastie) and George
Pastell was a fine villain with sneers
and trickery well up to standardsg"
& 0 st

Here are seme prafessional retards
I undpathed in PTA MAGAZINE (the mouthe
plece for the even bigger dopes of
MAAB)s This colum == "Time Out For
Televisior! (by some anonymous 1diot) ee
makes you realize that CATCHER N THE
RYE is still bamed in some schools, and
why the American educational system is
so Very bade

"THE AVENGIRS  ABC

Good things come out ef Great Brite
ain <= ergnge marmalade, tea biscuits,
beautiful woolens, bone china, hairloom
silver, to mention a few. But THE AVENe
GERS is not one of England's excellsnt
exports, In savagery and absurdity,
this wild, sadistic private=eye advente
ure series equals Americals worst homee
grown products, It i1s damaging goods
that should be returned for a refund or
credit on domething less shoddy,

The British, we are told, relish
THE AVENGERS for its "kinkiness", a term
used to describe far-out dress or offw=
beat behaviour, especially involving
sexe, Although the relations of heroine
Emma Peel and hero John Steed are carow
fully decorous, sexual innuendo pervades’
the heroinel!s dress and behaviour, A
beautiful, aloof widow, Mrs, Peel wears
suggestive, "mod" clothes =-= tight, lowe
waisted, hipebelted pants, leather ene
sembles, and bootse An expert in judo
and karate, she’ swaggers lustily into
battle, kicking, throwing and chepping
her way to victory over male aggressorse
Probably the most incredible thing about
this kinky part is that i$ 1s played by
Diana Rigg, who for five years was a
member ef Britain'!s Royal Shakespeare
Company e

Mrg, Peel's partner in solving mye
sterious murders, foiling weird plots,
and punishing their usually demented
perpetrators is played by Patrick Mao=
Nes, MacNee partrays Steed as a suave,
correct English gentleman of wry humor,
who wears conventional city dress, ine
sluding bowler and tightly rolled tme
brella, The umbrella makes a splendidly
visioys weapon,

ABC has purchased twenty=two ¢fise
odes of the series, which has been runne
ing five years sn the British "telly',
s twenty=two too many, mJune 165, (34)

#* B
"THE AVENGERS ABC
=PTA Magazine, March 1968«

This series is veddy brititle ard
British == on the surface and surface
is all there ise The convdrsational
style is based on a feolish flippanecy,
and the dialogue is so rapid you ale
mest den't notice how meaningless it
is == just like all those supposediy
meaning looks the cast is forever exw
changing, The gaiety is punctuated,
but not interruptedy by frequent gune
shots and is complicated by all sorts
of mystericus Bondetype mechanisms,

The acting (or is it directiong?
We never know for sure which one is
responsible) is bad beyond belief,
Everyone hams, When the cast ftries to
appear smart and sophisticated (which
is whenever they don't forget to),
they are just sadj when they to be sad
or frightened, they are just funny.
They behave as if their perilous ade
ventures are a high joke, which of
course they are, but hardly a joke to
get smug about,

The only compensation for these
shorteomings is two beautiful waomen
in the cast, Unfortunately they both
spend most of their time standing
about looking astonished, as if they
too cantt figure out why people are
rumning on and running about so pointe
lesslya

Tt is customary to mask the wre
etched quality of such dramas by call=
ing them spoofs, This, it is hoped,
will be license for every sort of
feebleness, And the publicity on this
series has not shrunk from putting fore
ward that thin, thin excuse,- But a
gpoof is a thin, thin satire, and this
show isn't even that, We have a beti=
er werd for it:s goof,"

SRR S

Your stomach still there? If so,
read on ta what a British child psy=
chologist has to say, Denis Hartley,
ItWhose Finger On The Switch®™, TV
TIMES, November 11, 1967, page lls

U e eselin acceptable presentation
of violence, crime and espionage is
the fantastic ene used in such proge
rammes as THE PRISONER and THE AVEN e
ERS, Patrick McGoohan imprisoned
in a dreamlike holiday camp of a
village by mysterious jokers with
a battery of eledtronic gadgets;
Patrick MacNee and Diana Rigg



sWralling wittidy-thaeazh etnally far-
fetehed dangers; these mavae adulis Laagh
and excite children with the -same Plaasm
sant and harmless excitement as a good
boy's adventure book may produca,!

% % %

And that is a healthy and reelistic
antidote to witehhunters like John Paste
ore and those imbeciles (too kind & term
for them) of PTA Magazine and the! NLBB,
("He clenched his fist. This show is
too. ¥iolent for children,!) .

. Remember the episode "The Morning
4fter'? The one th't got halved thanks
to a golf gama? Well, some credits,
Production design: Robert Jones, Serint
by, Briam Clemens, Director: John Hough,

During the Cathy Gale days, Maleolm
Hilke was one of THE AVENGERS best and
most reliahle writers, Though T found
some of his writing credits in THE FIIM
AND TELIVISION JCARBOCK, I'm not sure if
sore are from THE AV NGERS,

Definite: THE UYD RTAKZRS and iHITE
DWARF,

Doubtfuls: THE MEDICT'E MEN, T:if
HIDE-OUT and THS TROJ.M HORSE.

y .He co~anthored these enisodes = -
but The collaborators ars unknown, Tu4E
VAURTITIUS PE'NY, CONCTRTO and INTZRCRINE .

Now mind you, Malcolm Hulke will
alvays be.dear to mp*for THE GRAVEDTGG-
ERS., Bven thousgh T didh't see that show
because of my sojourn at Wl Andover,
but its rerutation is unlimited, To
think that he could have co-authored
MHMICIDE XD OID LACE is impossible,
((Editor: HOMICIDE AND OLD LACE is that
Tara Xing thing they aired March 17th,
1959, It had "Mother" telling two old
crotehety aunts an adventurqus story ae
bout Steed and a blonde Tara, with meny
"flashbacks" and such, ~ Including clips
from THE FEAR MRCHANTS(agent getting
mac ninew~cunied whilst phoning from firae
watch tower, Steed almost buried by a
tulldozer in a gravel pit), THE RIRD WHO
74 TOC MICH and THAT Thrilling fight
SeQuence with Christonher Lee in NEYER,
NCVR SAY DIE, The originzl story and
characterization was almost comrlatdly
covered up with dialogue, from "Mother!
and attempts to be deliberately comical

and ludicrous, Subtlety dished out vith
a double-baited axe somehow loses some
of its charme..... But THE GRELT, GR AT
BRITATIT ROBBERY was originally ofis of the
Tirst two Linda Thorson/Tara Kinp eo s
made by ABIC, Itde, with INVASTCN oF THE
EARTHMNEN being the other, ~ABC~TV of tha
USA didn't like THE GREAT GPEAT BRITATN

BRITAIN ROSEERY nar the blonde dye job ((35)

.#?'

on Linda Thorsen) so they found them- = -°
3alves with fwo ‘fours shows already

shot and no way %o use tham, So, they
had Tara wear a''wigh for INVASTON. _
And chonped the parody stow » GREAT GREAT: -
BRTTATN ROBBERY up into bits and pleces
and overwran it with Mother ® inventingt

an adventure %o tell his auntse A pPore
fectly respectable way to save the © L
Invested in TGGER, but it still erks

mes, I mush echo Faith's eomments as +o
the mamner in which it was presented,) )

I figure ths seript editor dug uo
INTTRCRIME and hired the worthless
brother-inelew of the Cowpany President
to hoke it up, The story itself was
good,.but the frame .. YEECH{ If only
thay!'d kicked cut Mother it would have
besn the very best Tara King eppy. But
that idiotic frames... And I did so
meh went to see Steed skewer that
villain at the end,

T'm utterly sick of Mother now,
Honestly, if they!d played it straight
and allowed the hinted Hulke greatness
to surface, it Would have bcen beautiful
~ = but 99% of the dialogue and action
vas pruned away so Mother and his aunts
could make faces and inane comments,
leaving Steed and Tara mayve a total of
10 minutess To make matters worse » ‘the
cratineug director figured, "If Quentin
lawrence tsed the rinky-tink pisno to
such beantiful effeet, why centt T
The episode answers why note Another
episode like this 2nd T will not veep
come Geplembers I will be Flad to see
it go in the hope that the black and

whites make symdication.

Anyways, adenda on the programs,
Wherever pessible the original British
first ‘showing date is noted as is the
subtitles and any additions to the cast
or characters and production credits.
((Editor: Since EN GARDE #3 is so very
mich out of print and the additions are
so extensive, I'm using this OPPOI LU=
ity to give a listing of the entire
Diana Rigg/Mrs, Peel shows mades))

T NE W L%
TOWN OF NO RLTURN  (Brits 9/28/65
USA: 9/{/66)
Preduced by Julian Wintle, Directed by
Roy Baker, Photography by Ernast Sheve
ard, Filn Editor Peter Tamer, Cemera
Operator Jdmes Bawdéne

Steed: Patrick MacNee, Erma:Diana
Rigg. { =3
CAST
Brandon. e« o Alan. MacNemizhton

oP2trick Newell
e Tarence Alexander

Jivy Smalliwvad,
Piggy Waren,



TIRETs o e - ‘sdnrorsy Rirhan
oodill Manser, & e «dilist Harmey
Saul Gruncys e -« - oRdbert Brom
School Inspectore eoWalter Horsbrugh
(Notes Did you notice who Played the
part of Jimmy Smallweed? Wowdd you bele
ieve "Mother™ He also logked abaut 20
pounds thirmer at the time,)
* 1 % .
STIENT LUST (Brit: Unknown, . Never shown
T 7 T 77 here in %HaiStates,)
In Which Steed Watches Birds = —
ind Emma Goes Humting
Produced by Julian Wintle, Script
by Roger Marshall, Ddrected by Roy
Bakere MNusic by laurie Johnson,
CAST
Omrode o « e
JUEEiNSe o o o
liellorse o o o
CrOft. ® * w9 o
Miss SnoWle s+ e« eJOanna Wake
Clare Prendergaste sIsobel Black
Sir Manfred Fellows=Charles Lloyd
Pack
« Aubrey Morris

W71113am Franklyn

e Jack Watson

o Conrad "hillips
olorman Bird

Quinc e ¢ o o

(Notes Though never shown here, it
is known that this is a re=do of the
Cathy Gale show, "THE GRANDIUR TH.T WAS
ROME" 4 The story is something to do with
someone geing arcund insidiocusly noisone
ing England by snreading doctored ferte
ilizer about, He intends to deporulate
England and then rebuild, with him and
his cronies on top, of course, During
one of he scenes Mellows laid the whin
on our fair Diana/Mrs. Peel to such an
extent that the British censors requeste
ed some editing be done, which was,)

* ® %
(British: Unknown,
3/28/1966)

In Which Steed Receives A Deadly

Gift ~ = And Emma Pockets It

Produced by Julian Wintle, Script
by Philip Levene, Music by Laurie Johne
son (as usual),

CAST

DI‘. Amstrong. »

Bensons. o o

Jephcott,

THE CYBZRNAUTS

e T ]

USse

«dichasl Cough
o Bredsrick Jaeger
s Bermard Horsfall

Tusamoe o o o o Bert Hooul
Sensai, . . Py . John Hollis
Oyukae & o « e<Kate Scofield
lamberte o, ,ROnald LeigheHunt
Harmonds o « SGordon Whiting
* % %
DEATH AT BARGAIN PRICES (British:lﬂfﬁ/
“““““ TS 1965. USe /]l/
1966, )"

Produced by Julimn Wintle, Music by
Lawrie Johnson, Seript by Brian Clemense

CAST
Heratio Kanae
Wentworth, + a

s Andre Kane
ol'. P. lMcKenna

Farthingale. JAllan Cuthbertson
Massey, o e o eGeorge Sellway
Harr:o. « 2 s & @ HH-I'VBY Ashby

J2YVise « & e o odohn Cabter
3% 3* %
BIG WNTERS (British:
= 1| Urﬁmom.
U5 ¢ hﬂlfl%él
Preduced by Julizn Wintls, Music by
Laurie Johnson, Seript by Philip Levens.
CAST
Simon Trent, o oJames Villders
HOf. Swain. PY a Liam Red:mond
Colonel Rawlingse « oBill Fraser
Razafl io e s s e Panl Da.nquah
Dry Gibsone + o o 4. J. Browm
Housegirly, e o Esther Anderson
%* % 1%
DIAL A DEADLY NUMEFR (Brit: Unknown,
R L b = Bhgudyle1nes,)
In Which Steed Plays Bulls And
Bears = = And Emma Has No Option
Director:Don Leaver, Produced by
Julian Wintle, Music by laurie Johnson,
Script by Roger Marshall, Photography
by Gerry Turpine, Camera Operator Ronne
ie Taylm‘.

SMALL GAME TOR

CAST

Henry Beardman, o Cliffard Evans
Ruth Boardman, . o +J2n Holden
Ben Jago, o o JAnthony Newlands
Fitch. . » . ™ Py John Carson
John Harvey, o+ o+ JPoter Bowles
Frederick Yuill. o Gerald Sim
The General, ,Michael Trubshawe
Macombie, o oNorman Chappell

Warnere o« o« o e oJohn Balley
Waiters o+ o o o oFdward Cast
s & &
THE MURDER MARKET (Brit:11/12/65, US:
T T T 5/30/1966.)

In Which Steed Seeks A Wife
And Emma Gets Buried
Produced by Julian Wintle, Music by
Laurie Johnson, Directed * s ~2ter Grahe
am Scott. Script by Tony wil "aucon.
CAST '
Wejoy‘. e o » .PatriCk Ca.rgil'l
Dinsforde o o o ePeter Bayliss
Barbara Wakefields ¢Suzanne Lloyd
Mps. Stones o o+ o oNoomi Chante
Robert Stone. + o John Woodvine
Jonathan Stanoe JEdward Underdoer
Beale. » @ o ¢ o John Forgham
Receptionist, o o Barbara Ross
% ¥ »
A SURFEII OF H20 (Brits11/19/65, Mo
SN S5 “US ‘showinga)
In Which Steed Plans A Boat Tripy
(36) And Emma Gets Very wet



radused by Julian Wim.le, Musie by
Iaurie Johnsone Script by Colin Finbow,
Directed by Sidney Hf:yer

CAST ~

Jonah Barmard, o+ e

Dre Sturmy o o o cAlbert Liaven

Joyce Jaysone o o o Sue Llayd

E1j Barker, o+ e T2lfryn Thomas

Sir Arneold Kellye « o John Kidd

Hariin Smythe, o Geoifrev Palmer

(Note: Almost nothing is lmown a=
about this episode other than that bod=
ies keep disappearing during electrical
storms...and depressions filled with
water are all there is left, Also note
that Suzame Lleyd apoeared in both
MURDER MARKET and SURFEIT, )

% % %

THE MASTER MINDS (Brit: Unknown,
VT L R e L1

In Which Steed Becomes A Genius

And Emmna Loses Her Mind

Produced by Julian Wintle, Music by
Laurie Johnson, Directed by Peter
Graham Scott, Seript by Robert Banks
Stewart,

oNoal Pureell

i

CAST
Sir Clive Todde elaurence Hardy
Holly Trent, + ePatricia Haines
Desmond LeemingesBernard Archard
TOr, Fergus Campbell.Tan McNaughton
Sir Jerenye « o eJohn Wentworth
Davinia Todd, « <CGeorgina Ward
Major Plessye » eI'fIanning Wilson
5% E"
GL.STIE De'A.TH (Brit: Unlcnomm.
= 2, 1065
Prndmed by Julian Wintle, Music by
Iaurie Johnsons Seripts: John Lucarotti,
B8AST
Tane e ¢ 9
Angus, o o o
MCNab. 'Y . » *
Rohertonaea « e
Comtrollers o
J'{. J(:. )L
THE HOUR THAT NEVER WAS (Brit: Unknown,
US: L/26/1969,)
In Which Steed Has To Face The Musie
And Emma Disappears
Produced by Julian Wintle, Misic by
Taurie Johnsone Directed by Gerry
O'Hara, Script by Roger Marshall,
CAST
Geeffrey Ridsdale,
Phﬁip I‘eaS. . ®
HiCkey. e o @
IPerky! Purser, .
Corperal barman,
Drivere » o o oFred Haggerty
Wigginse o o oavid Morrell
*» % %

0Ss May

e aGordon Jackson
Robert Urquhart

oJack Lambert

+ James Copeland
oRussell Waters

oGerald Harper

+Judley Foster
+ Roy Kinndar

sfleger Booth
sDaniel Moynihan

(37)

TWO1S A CROWD

_— e e = e

(Britishy 12/17/1965
Us: 5/9/1566
In Which Steed Is $ingle Minded
And Emma Sees Double
Predueed by Julian Wintle, Music by
Iaurie Johnson, Direeted by Roy Baker,
Seript by Philip Levene, Miss Rigg's
costumes by John Bates,
CAST
Brodnye. o« « o oWarren Mitchell
Alijcia Flena, ® e Maria Mochade
Shverdloffe « o » oAlec Mango
PudeShkin-. a . » .WO:Lfe MBI‘I‘iS
Vogele o o o o oJulian Glover
I\.’enko. « ¢ o 'Y .JOhn Bluthal
Major Garsons « « o Eric “ander
4 * %
TOO MANY CHRISTMAS TRE’ES (What else to
s ol e show on Christe
mas Bve? Brit:
32}24/65, Uus:
8/11766)
Praduced by Julian Wintle, Music by
Taurie Johnson, Directed by,Roy Baker,
Seript by Tony Williamson. Photography
by Gerry Turpin, Film Editcor Richard
Best, Camera Cperator Rennie Taylors
CAST
Brandon Storey. e« elervyn Johns
Dr, Felix Teasclgeldwin Richfield
Janice Crane, o Jeannette Sterke
Martin Traskere e« o Alex Scoti
Jeremy Wadea « o o Barry Warren
Jenkins. . ™ » » ’RObert J&mes
% %
ROOM WITHOUT A VIEW (Brit: Unknowne
ST e (/07 /1556 )
In Whieh Steed Beeomes A Gourmebt
And Emma Awakes In Manchuria
Sduced by Julian Wintle, Musie by
Laurie “ohnson, Directed by Roy Baker,
Seript by Roger Marshall, Preduction
Design, Alan Hume,
CAST
Max Chessmane »Panl Whitsun=Jonss
Varnalse « o » oPeter Jeffrey
Dre. George Cullens GRichard Bebb
Carter. e . . .Phﬂip Latham
Len Pasolde o + « Peter Arne
Pushkine « « « oVernon Dobtheff

US:

Dr, Wadkinse e« s oPeter Madden
Amnz Wadkins, o eJeanne Roland
¥ x %*
THE GRAVEDIGGERS (Brit: Unknown, US:
— T T 8/l19%6)

In Which Steed Drives A Train

And Emma Is Tied To The Tracks

Produced by Julian Wintle, Music by
Laurie Johnson. Directed by Quentin
Lawrence (whe put beautiful rinky=tink
piano on the music score by inspirationy.
Script by Maleolm Hulke, Photography



AXen Hume, Fllm Editor Rebert Best,
Camera Operednr Godfroy Godar,
CAST
Sir Horace Winslipe ¢Ronald Fraser
Johnsone o o o e oPaul Massie
Miss Thirwell, 4Caroline Blaliston
Baron. e s e ¢« o @ Ra‘y ustin
Miliere = o o oBryan Mosley
Nurse Soray. o o ofoncda Venthan
Sexton, « o+ « & oVictor Platt

»

Frede « e o+ o o oCharles Iamb
SageTs « o o o oSteven Berkoff
Dry MarloWe 4 o e oLloyd Iamble

(Notes Ray 4ustin is the chap who
arranges all the stunts and fights in
THE AVENGERS, as well as the miniatures
and mechanical gadgetry,)

%* * *
MAN-EATER OF SURREY GREEN (Brit: Unknown,
- T T T T T T US:8/25/1966, )

In Which Steed Kills A Climber
And Umma Becomes A Vegetazhle
Produced by Julian Wintle, Music by
Laurie Johnson, Directed by Sidney
Hayer, Script by Philip ILevens, Photo=
graphky by Alan Hume, Film Editor Riche
ard Beste Rigg!s costumes by John Bates,
CAST
Sir Lyle Peterson,
Dre Sheldone o o
Iaura Burforde
Alan Carter,
LenmoXe * »
Profe Taylor, o« o e
Pref, Knight, . JHerry Shacllosk
Ir, Comelly, ., -3Rcss Futehinson
Wing Commander Daviese o ' »
oDavie Hutcheson .
s Donald Oliver
sJoey Blanshard

oDerek Farr
oAthene Seyler
Gillian Lewis
o Milliam Job

sodward Fimn

- »
A Psardon, o
Joe lercery o« o
Publican..;. « » o oJoe Ritchie
4% * ¥
THE GIRL FROM AUNTIE (Brit: 1/21/1966,
—1rT =T e =St 67770966.,)
I In Which Steed Almost Outhids
Himself = = And"Emma Is A Bird
In A Gilded Cage ; , ’
Produeed by Julian Wintle, Music by
fayrle Joumson, Soript by Roger Marshall
and Miss Rigg's costumes by John Bates,
CAST
Georgis Price=Jones, .Liz Fraser
Gregor Hont e e ¢ Alfred Burke
Arhn‘ight. s & .Belmard Cribbins

Ivanove s o s e o David Baver
Aunt Hetty, o ,Sylvia Coleridge
01d I2dYe o o a eMary Merrall
Receptionisty o, ,Yolande Turnex

Taxdi Drivers

Russian. Py 'Y

Fred Jasques,
"

e JRay Mutine
« Maurise Broming
¢ John Rutlangd
*

*
Red

« John G, Heller -

(38)

THE-13TH HOIE (Brit: 1/28/1066, 1S

SIS 818/1966,)

In Whirch Steed Finds A Bogey
And Emma Gets The Birdie - N
Produced hy Julian Winble, Musie by
laurie Jonnson, . Directed by Roy Baker,
Script by Tony Willismsone Photography
by Lionel Barnes, Film Editor Peter
Tanner, Camera Operator Godfrey Godar,
CAST
Reed Watson, .,
Colonel Watson. .
DI'. Adamse » o & o Peter Jonss
JacksoNe o o & «Vichor Madden
Collins, o o Francis Matthews
Wavershames o+ » oDonald Hewlett

e« Patrick Allen
oHugh Manning

Profe Minleys o o oNorman Wynne
Man on TV Serecns eoRichard Marner
" % &

THE QUICK QUICK SLOW DEATH (Brit:2/L/66,
SR S e = == o showing in
the USA,)

. In Which Steed Has Two Left Feet
And Emma Dances With Danger
Produced by Julian Wintle, Masic by

laurje Johnson, Directed by Jdames Hill,
Seript by Robert Banks Stewart, Miss
Rigz's wardrobe by John Bates,
CAST ™, !
Incille Banks, 4 Bunice Grayson
Ivor Bracewell,  Maurice Kaufman -

‘Nickd, . . o o oCarole Gray
Chester Read, o+ o+ elarry Cross
Peever, e edames Belchamber
Captain' Noble, « eJohn Woodnutt

Fintry, e o o o »hlan Gerrald
Piedia ¢ e« 4 o o Davie Kernan
Bernarde o « o oC0l1in Ellis
Hugginse o+ & o Graham Armitage
SnydsrTs e e o Charles Hodgson

Bank Manager, . Ronald Govey

Willi Fehre o o+ olfichael Peake

(Notes If aty ofvyou Bappened te
notice it, Ivor Bracewsll was played by
Honor Blackman?s tusband, Maurice Kaufe
mane So far as I knotr his -only appears
ance in THE AVENGERS at any timee

I know nothing ebout the story of

. this episode, and wish I did,..Editor.)

* = »

: THE DAIGER MAKERS (Brits: 2/11/1946.
e T By L L H966.,)

In Which Steed Joins A Seeret :

Saciety « = And Emma Walks The Plaak

Produced by Julian Wimtle, Music by
Laurie Johnssn, Directed by Charich
Chrienten, Saripb by Reger Marshs1i.
Photopraphy by Alan Hume, Film Zdiber
. Peter Tamer, Miss Riggls wardrobe fom
John Bates, shoes from Edward Raynes.

y d CAST .
Major RobertsonseNigel Davenpart

-



bry Hareld Tonge-.aDouglas Wilmer

Bulonel. Adams, o « oFabla Drake
Pebers, o « o« o oMoray Watson
Lieutenant Stanhope, eAdrian Ropes

RAP Officer. « » Rishard Coleman
Gordon lamble, e eJohn Gatrell
% ¥* *
A TOUCH OF BRIMSTONE (Brit:2/18/1966, No
== USA showing ettall,)
In Which Steed Joins The Hellfire
Club = = And Emma Besomes A Queen
0f Sin
Produced by Julian Wintle, lHusic by
Laurie Jdohnsone Directed by Jemes Hill,
Seript by Brian Clemens.Producthion Do
sign Beb Jonese

e — — —

., CAST
John Cartneye, o oPeber Wymgards
Iord Dareye o o -eColin Jeavons
Sa2Tr%s™ e o' eor e GaFell Claveland
Horacce - o o ePObert Camtdron
Roged Winthrops oiithasl Iatimar
Willy Franis e o Jerery Young
Tubby Bumne. '« o o 2111 Vallis
Kartovskie o e o Steve Plytas
Pierre. . » » 'y .AI"b ThOIﬂaS
Big Man e » ¢ . . * AH Joint
Huge I‘f.an. Y . ™ . .Bill Reed
% 3%
WHAT THE BUTLER SAW (Brit: 2/25/3966.
T RAR QL D b AU 18 TRase T
In thich Steed Bacomes A Gentlemans
Gentleman = ~ And Emma Faces A4 Fate
Worse Than Death
Produced by Julian Wintle, lMusic by
Iaurie Johnson, Directed by Bill Bain,
Soript by Brian Clemens. Fhotography by
Alan Hume, Film Editor Lionel Selwyn,
Camera Operator Godfrey Godoue Miss
Rigg's wardrobe by John Bates,
) CaST
Herminge o  » olherley Walters
Bensone e o. o oJoln Ie Mesurier
Croup Qaptain Miles. JDenis quilley
Mejor=General Ponsonby Goddarde. e
s .o .+ ynaston Reeves
Brigadier Fonsonby-Goddarde e e
e o oHoward Marion Crawford
. VicesAdmiral 1"5.1107@. ¢ o o
e & ¢ -ofumphrey Lestecq
Sergeant Horans e « efwan Hooper
Squacdron leader Hogre oLeon Sinden
Barbere o o o o <David Suift
ReeveSe o o o e eliorman Scace
Walier'Se o o o ¢ Peter Hughes
.« -~ * e
THE HOUSE THAT JACK BUTIY (Bitz3 ®
pdi |t S —'.(‘.‘.’x 5/16/66.)
In Which Steed Takes A Wrong
Turning = ~ And Emma Holds The
Key To ALl
Tiwltieed by Mmlian Wintls, Music

(32)

by Taxris Jonson, Seript by Brian
Clemens, Don Isaver direchad,
CAST
Prof, Keller,
Bu.rton. * o o
Withars. * . .
Panningbon, o

stiichael Goodlife
o Griffith Doavies
Jiichaszl Wymne
« Keith Fyott
% *

*

A SEISE OF HISTORY (Brit: /14966,
WS T TR 5001065 ,5

In Which Steed Dons A Gowm

And Emma Becomes A Don

Produced by Julian Wintle, Music by
Laurie Johnson. Directed by Peker
Graham Scott, Secript by Martin Voodw
house (who also wrote two worderfnl spy
thritlers, "Tree Frog" and “Bush Baoyt,)

CAST

Richard Carlyon, o

Profe Acheson, « ¢John Binghanm

Duboyse o o ¢ » P2trick Mover

Dr, Hengee o« o o oJohm Barron

Grindleye & o sJOhn Glyn-~Jones

John Pettit, o «Robin Philiipps

Millersons o o Peber Blythe

Al'eNy «. e ¢ « Pater Gourne

Mariame, JJacqueline Pearce

» Nigel Stac':

* * ¥
HOW TO' SUCCEED AT MURDiR (Brit:3/18/66,
T L ol i L e US26/13,662)

In Whkch Steed Becomes A Perfect
'Boss = = And Erma Goes Seeking
Charm
Produced by Julian Wintle, Music
by Leurie Johnson., Seript by Brian
Clemens, Directed by Don leaver.
CiST
Mary Merrywoather,
Sara Penny, o+ o
Gladys Murkle, o Anne Curmingham
Liz Purbright, o Zeph Gladstone
Henry Throgbottome JArtro loriis
Joshua Rudge, . JJderone Willis
JedsHooter ¢ Lhristonher Benjamin
Sir George lorton, ,Kevin Bremnan
Barton, 3% o o » oDavid Garth
Jack Finlayes + « Robert Dean
An-nie. Py - e . .Sidonie Bond
At 2% L0
HONEY FOR THE FRTWCE (Brit3/25/66.
= T T T T T T Us: 6/Never seen,)
In Which Steed Becomes A Cenis
And Emma Joins A Harem
Produced by Julian Wintle, Music
by Iaurie Johnson, Script by Brian
Clemens, Directed by James Hille All
stunts arranged by Ray Austin., Miss
Rigg!s costumes by John Bates,
CAST
Pongonby=fo pkirke o
Prince Alie e 9
Arkadie o+ , o

» Sarah Lawson
oiNgela Browne

oion Moody
.Zia Momd.!l'.lﬂ
sGe0rge Pastell



Vingent, o ¢ eRoland Curram
Grand Vizier, « <Brunc Barnsbe
By Bumble, o+ & '« JKen Parry
Romy Westoobt, ‘eJon Laurimors
Postiman,” "o "o “a “eReg Pritchard
Bernies, o o « oPsber Diamond
Eurasian Girle « o Carmen Dene
Gexrze Reeds o oRicharqg Graydon
% » (2
= = And that pretty much takes
care of the Iirst season with Diana Rigg
as lrse Emma Peel, Whilst quite a feyr
protesting letters pouried into ARC in
Menhattan, the povers that be decided %o
drop the show after a disappointing
show on the Nielsen!s, But they kept
THE AVENGERS option open to replace one
of the new season's probable bombs,
Thus, come January, 1967, we began to
view the Tirst colour AVENGERS ever
filmed, Starting witheees

FROM VENUS WITH LOVE (US: 1/20/67,
T T T T 7T T 7= Reruns:5/26/67,)
Steed Is Shot M™ull Of Holes
Emmia Sees Stars =
Froduced by Julian Wintle, Music by
Taurie Johnsone Seript by Philip
Levenes Directed by Robert Dav,
Editor Tony Palks. Phologranhy by
Wilkkie Coopers Camera Operator Frank
Drake, Costumes by Pierre Cardin,
CAST ‘
Venus Browne.
Dr. Henry Primble, LPhilip Locke
Ernest Cosgrove, e%aul Gillard
Brigadier Vhitchead, .Jon Pertwee
Bertram Smithe o GJeremy ILloyd
Crawfords e s « Derek Neward

Film

eBarbara Shelley

3% 4 *

THE FEAR MZRCHAXTS (Us: 1/27/67.
™ T T = 7 = T Rerun: 6/2/1967,)
Steed Puts Qut A Light
fmma Takes Fright
Produced by Julian Vintle, Music by
lawrie Johnson, Script by Philip
Levene, Directed by Gordon Fleming,.
Photograrhy by Wilkie Cocper, Film
Editor Alan Bumes Production Design by
Peter Tanner,
CAST "
Pemberton, o o
Ravens e N s .
Dr, Vosse « o JAmette Carell
Gilberte o o GGarfield Morgan
CravleYs o o o GAndraw Koir
Gordon White, , ,Jeremy Birrham
Meadows, e o -o Edunrd Burnbam
0% ot e e s #Bernard Horsfal
Pe Hill, o',

oPatrick Cargill
oIrian Jilde

Saunderse o @ Suncan Malholland
Hospital Attendant, .Philip Ross

" " *

THE SEE~TEROUGH MAN (US: 2/3/67,
— T 7T 77 Rerun: 6/9/1%67.)

Steed Makes A Bonb

Erma Ts Put To Slesp

Produced by Julian Wimtla, Music
Laurie Johnsons Directed by Robert
Asher, Ecript by Philip levens, Photow
granchy by Wilkie Cooper, Film Editor
Peter Tenner, Production Design by
Wilfred Shingleton, Camera Operatoa
Frank Drake,

CAST

Elenas, + o+ o

BI‘OCh'.Q'. . . @

QUilbya « o« o o ROy Zimear

Ackroyds o o eJonathan Elsom

Sir Andrew Ford, ,John Nettleton

Lll.’_m. ® o 9. 0 .HE.I'Vey Hall

1'}]..1'5011. ¢« #+ » o 'Bvid Glaver

sMioira Lister
s¥arren iiitchell

» * *

THE VINGED AVENGER (US:2/17/1957.
O T | o e Reruns 6/7/1967.)
Steed Goes Bird Watching
Erma Does A Comic Strip
Produced by Julian Wintle, Music
by laurie Jolnson, Script by Richard
Herris, Directed by Gordon 'lemyng and
Peter Duffall. Photography by Alan
Rume, ¥ilm Editor Tony Palk. Camera
Operator Frank Drakee
A1l drawings used in the story by
Fronk Bellamy (and what I wouldn't
Givc far a few of themes..)e
CAST
Sir lexius Clay, .
PI’Of. Pocle, .'
Arnic Packer, o
Stanton, o

«Nigel Green
» Jdack McGovran
oeil Hallett

e« Colin Jeavons
Julian, o o & , Roy Patrick
Tay=Lings o+ 4 o John Garrie
Petor Roberts. ,Donald Pickering
Simon Roberts, ., o William Fox
Dawvsoney o & o« o e4.J.Brown
EEMe o & &  GHilary Wontner
Foetherse o+ « » John Crocker
Gerdae o o & 4 SAND Sydney

< 1 -

THE LIVING DEAD (US: 3/3/1.967.

TS 1 Rerun: 6/30/1967,)
Stecd Finds A Mine 0f Infermztion
Emma Goes Underground '
Produced by Julian Wintle, Misie

by ILaurie Johnson, Directed by John

» oftuth Trouncer (LO)(irsh, Fhotography by Alan Humee



Special Effects by Peter Tamer, Film
Editor Licnel Selwyn, Seript by Rrian
Clemens from a story by Anthony larriott,
Costumes by Pierre Carding
.CHST
Masgarda o+ o &« o Julian Glover
Mandy. « « « oPamela Amn Devy
Geoffrey. 4Howard Marion Crawford
lermity, & o« o« «Jack Yoolgaw
Hopper, . o« edack Vatson

Rupert, + o+ o Edwvard Underdovn
Oiligphants s o o o John Cater

¢« Vernon Dobtcheff
o Alister Williamson

SPEHCGI'o o s
ToMe o o »

% 3* =
THE BIRD WHO KNPV Ton MICH (US: 3/18/67.
- T T T =" T T~ T Rerun: 6/16,)
Steed Fancies Pigeons
Emma Gets The Bird
Frocuced by Julian Wintle, iusic by
Iaurie Johnsone Directed by Roy Rosse
otti, Photography by ilkie Cooper,
Film Editor Peter Tammer, Camera Oonere
ator Frank Drake, Costumes by Pierre
Cardin, Stunts arranged by Ray Austin,
CAST
Jordan, o o e
Samantha Sladees
Tom Savages o o
Verrets o o« o oliichael Coles
Twitters o o « o John WJood
Cunliffe, o eAnthony Falentine
Robin, , LClive ColinwBoswler
Mark Pearson, o+ + a oJohn Lee

o oRoOn Hoody
«Ilona Redpors
«Kenneth Cone

% * 3%

THE HIDDEN TIGER (US: 3/L7/1967,
= S P 7/28/19570)
Steed Humts A Big Cat
Emma Is Badly Scratched
Produced by Julian Vintle, HMusic by
Leurie Johnson, Dirbeted by Sidney Haye
ersy Script by Philin Levene, Photow
grapnhy by Ernmest Steward, FFilm Editor
Tony Palk., Camera Onerator James Bowden,
Costumes by Pierre Cardin.
CAST
CI’EShiI'e. « o @
DI'. Hanx. [ | [ ]
Angoras o o o
Nesbitt, o+ . .
Peterse .o ¢ o oMichael Forrest
Erskinee o o » Stanley MNeadows
Sir David Harner, ~, Jack Gwillinm
Dawsone o o o JFrederick Treves
Samiel Joncse o o+ LBrian Haines
Williamse e« o ¢ o John Moore
PGJ-IWO ¢ e Roger Pritchard

sfomie Barker

¢ Iymdon Brock
Garbislle Drake
oJohn Phillips

o oow (L1)

THE CORRECT WMAY T0 XILL (US:3/2L/67.

Res ol — T Rerun:8/11/67.)
Steed Changes Partners
Emma Joins The Enemy
Produced by Julian Wintle, Music

by Ieurie Johnsons Directed by Charles

Chrichton, Seript by Brian Clemens,

Photograrhy by Alan Hume, Film Editor

Lionel Selwyn, Produstion Design

Peter Tanner. OCostumes by Pierre Cordi -,

CAST

Comrade Olga Savonovitch
Negretiskina Volkotrski,einna Quaslc
Mubtskie « o o o olfithacl Gougzh
Ivan Peppitoperoff, 4Philip Madec
Ponsonbys o o Terence Alexander
Percye o » o« Peter Barkworth
Algy'. . » . .GI‘aham fmitags
Merryvieather, LTimothy Bateson
Hildaw o« o o o oJeanna Jores
ﬁfinters. . . ™ » E‘d“]in Appa
Groski. o« o« o John G, Heller

U

WV, WOV SAY DIE (US: 3/31/1967.
e TS i D Rerun: 6/23/167,)
Steed Meets A Dead Man
Emma Fights The Corpse
Produced by Julian Winble, Music
by Leurie Johncons Dirceted by Robert
Day. Script by Philip levence Photow
graphy by Irnest Steward, Production
Design by Peter Tanner,
CAST
Praf, Stone, e Christopher Iee
Dr, Penrose, o JJderemy Young
Dre Jomess e o Patricia English
Eccless o« o o oDavid Kernan
Whittles o JChristopha Benjamin
Sergeanty o & oJohn Junkin
Privates o+ .« o Peber Dennis
Cal"‘ber. s o @ G’GOffI'ey Reed
SelbYe o o o oAlan Chuntz
Elderly fentleman, irmold Ridley
Young Man, o+ 4 David Gregory .
Mirsee e s o o glaren Ford

#* 4 .
EPIC
= T "(Otherwise knovm as "The Destructioy
0f Mrse Bmma Peel,) (uS: LAL/67,
Reruns 7/21.°
STEEd Catches A Falling Star
Emna Makes A Movie -
Produced by Julian Wintle, Musit
by Iawrie Johnson, Directed by Japed
Hill, Seript by Brian Clemens. Alan
Humes did the Photogranhy, Production
Design by Robert Jones, Film Egitor
Tony Palk, Camera Operator Touy Viite.
Costumes by Pierre Cardin,



"CAST
Stevart Kirby, a oPcher Wyngards
Damita Simes o » o oLsa Hiranda
Z4Z e von SemerzgJBemeth J, Werren
Policeman, 4 o sDavid Lodge
ActoTe ¢ s o o ollithony Davies

#* * %*

- gy it w—

Reruns 7/14/67,)
Steecd Flies To Nowhere
Enma Does ter Party Piece-
Prodeed By Julian Wintle, Music by
laurie Johnson, Dirested by Sidney
Hayerss Script by Brizm Clemens, Film
Editor Lionel Sclwyne Photography by
Ernast Steward,
TN AT
Hanae, s » o Cherlotte Rampling
ifark Daybon, '« oBrian Blessed
JasoneWades o o James Maxwall
Mix Iardye e e eaugl Monning
Freddy Richardse o Leon Gremne
Joe Srithe o » » » Gary Hope
Jessel, "» o o Donald Subherland
Kenwitche o ¢ o o John Hollis
tewardess, e eMargavet Neale
Toy Sunge e o o Terey Plumer

24 3* o

A FUWIY_THING HAPPENED ON THE '
VAY 10 THS STATION . —  (UWSs L4/28/67.
r aT ey rh Reruns Never,)
Steed Goes Off The Rails
Emma Finds Her Station In Life
Produeced by Julian Wintle, Music by
Iaurie Johnsone Directed by John Kxish,
Scrint by Brian Sherriff, Phbbography
by Alan Hume, Film Editor Tony Palk,
Stunts arranged by Ray Austin, Costumes
by Plerre Cardin, .
LR YR CEST
Groome e e o o oDreve Honley
BriGos e * dFo'e Mgl 2 I5a \B1AMY
Salte .' .- s o ol 1in Barrett
Crevvee » o o o odoln Laurie
Admiraly, o e eRichard Ccldicot
Tickst Collector, oJames Hayver
Warrene ‘s ‘o o oDyson Lovell
iucase o o eMichael Nightingale
Attendante o Peter J, Elliot
Secretarye o o o Noel Davis

# 4 aF

SOMETHING NASTY IN THE NURSIRY
= = = Ts35/5/1967,

Rerun: 8/18/67.)
Steed Aoquires A Nanny

Erma Shops For Toys

Produeed by Julian Wintle, Musie
by laurie Johnsone Directed by James
Hiil, Sexript by Philip Levene, Film
Editor Lionel Selwyn. Photography by
Ernest Steward, Costumes by Cardin,

‘CAST

Mre Gozbe ¢ o
Miss Listere o
Beanmont, « e <Paul Eddington
Webstere o o » Paul Hardwick
Sir Gearge Collins,ePatrick Newell
General Wilmote eGeoffrey Svmner
GordoNle s e olXCVOr Bamister
HAPCIeRE T e & o be Clive -Bunn
Jamese » o o« oC€Orge Merritt
Nenny Roberts, o oEnid Lorimer
Noxmy Smithe e elouise Ramsay
Nanny Brovme o sPenslove Keith

Ddbson. ® & .Dennis Chinnery

Judley Foster
sfeotha Joyee

S o0 3 2%

(Out of Sequence)
CSCLPE IN TIME  {(US: 2/10/1967.
== === Rerun: 7/17/1568,)
Steed Visits The Barbenr
Emma Has A Close Shave :
Produced by Julian Wintle, Music
by Laurie Johnson, Directed by John
Krish, Script by Philip Levene, I'ilm
Editor lionel Selwyn. Stunts by Ray
Austing Costumes by Cardin,
CAST
sPeter Bowles
sGeoffrey Bayldon
« Judy Parfitt
s iogen lassall
TEENEY, o o oLdrard Caddick
Parkcre o « o Nicholas Smith
Tubby Vincente o« JRoger Booth
Josinoe e+ & & Rickard Montez
Poxione o+ o .¢ Clif{fard Earl
litchells o o o Rocky Taylor

TliysseNe o ¢ =
Clanham, " o &
SIS Gates = T
ﬁnjali. > 8

2 * *

Reruns 9/1/1967,)

Steed Trumps An Ace

Emma Plays A lone Hand

Produced by Julian Wintle, Music
by Lawrie Johnson, Directed by Sicney
Hayers, Script by Brian Clemens,
Photography by Alan Hume, Proeduction
Supervisor Peter Tamner, Film Editor
Tony Palk. Costumes by Cardin,

CAST

Pendergasts -« o JPeter Joffrey

01ag e » " & .Sally Neskbit

Strange Man, e« JRonald lLacey

(’-l?) * W w



"WHO'S WHOM

(Us: 5/19/67. Rerun:
8/25/1967,)
Steed Goes Oub Of His Mind
Emma Is Beside Herself
Produced by Julian Wintle, Music by
Iaurie Johnson, Directed by John Mo:ley.
Seript by Pnilip Levene (who plays the
part of Daffodil in the story itsclf, by
the way.ssone of the Brit agents killad
off by the masquerading assassins,)
Photographt by Ernest Steward, Film
Editor Lionel Selwyn,
CAST
Basiley o « o
I0]lae & o o
Major. s e
Krefmar's ¢ o
Tulipe o e o
Daffodil.' . L
Heooper's o »

e Freddie Jones
e Patrieia Haines
+Campbell Singer
eirncld Diamond
oPeter Remolds
«Philip Levene
+ Maleoln Tayleor

* % %

THE THIRD SEASCN
(atherwise knowm as the 3rd
Season, in which the tears of
incipient withdrawal symntoms
sometimes blurred the viewinge
For we all knew Diana Rigg
was leaving for good aftsr
these last few showse #Seb%)

"MISSION: HIGHLY DMPROBABLEM (1/1e/68.)
Rerun:May
15,1968, )
In Whieh Steed TFalls Into Enemy
Hands = = And Emma Is Cubt Dowm
To Size
Produced ¥y Brian Clemens and
Albert Fennell, Execeutive Producer
Julizan Wintle, lusie by Laurie Johnw
son, Direeted by Rebert Day, Seript
by Philip Ievene, Production Supare
visor Robert Jonese Film Editer was
Ernest Steward,e
" JCAST.
Chiverse o =
Rushton, + o o
Shaffer. s ° @
Susan Rushtone o
Josefs o s
Crl, Drewe o o oRichard Leseh
Gifforde e o oNicholas Courtney
Sir Gerald Bancraft,,Kevin Stensy
Sergeanty, o o+ o Peter Clay
Corperal Johnsone, GNigel Rideeut
Blondee « o o ofynthia Bizeray
Rruncttees o o o oNicole Shelby
Henmrike o « o aNosher Pewell
Karle & o « o Doy Powell

oFraneis Matthews
oNoel Hewlett
JRonald Radd
s Jane Morrow
e Stefan Gry‘ff

* * &

UTHE POSITIVE=KBGATIVE MAW' (1/17/68.
Rerun: May
29, 1968,)
Produced by Brian Clemens and Al-
bert Fenncll, Executive Producer Julian
Wintle, Husic by Laurie Johnsone
Preduction Superviccr Robert Joness
Directed by Robert Dave Sexript by Tory
Williamsone Fhotegraphy by Lrmest
Stevarde, Film Yditor Tony Pallk,
CAST
Cressvielle » sRay McAnnally
Hawerth, o eMichael Iotimer
Cyrthiae. e Carolins Bloakistan
Mailkkine o o ePeter Blythe
Maurice Jubert, «Sandor Eles
Miss Clarke, eJoame Dainten
Charles Creye e Bill Wallis
Receptionist, WArnn Hamilton

2% * *

NYGQ HAVE JUST BEEN MURDERED" (1/2L/68.
Reruns
6/12/68,)
In Which Steed Chases A Milliion
And Emma Walks Off With It
Produced by Brian Clemens and Alw
bart Fennsll, Executive Producer Julian
Wintle, Music by Laurie Johnson, Pred-
vetion Design by Rebert Joness Script
by thilip Levens, Directed by Robert
Asher, Photography by Alan ‘umee .
Film Zditor Lionel Selwyne Camera
Operater Tony Whites
CAST
« Barrie Ingham
sRobert Flemmg
Needle, o ¢ Gemrge Murcell
Rathbones o o Leslie French
Jarvise e e Geoffrey Chater
Skaltons ¢ o Simon Oates
Chalmers. e » Clifford Cox
Hallame « e « edohn Baker
Morgone e o e Lew Crowferd
Nichollse o o wFrank Maher

Unvwing o« @
Lerd Maxtoda

Williamse 4 Peter J. Ellisti
”* * 4%
"DEATH®S DOOR" (US: 1/31./1968.

Rerun: T,184968,)

In Whioh Steed Relives 4 Nigfrte

mare « - And Emma Sees Daylighb

Preduced by Brian Clemens and Al
bert Fennell, Executive Producer Juliaxn
Wintle, Musie by Iaurie Johnsone Iroede
uction Design by Rebart Jones, Dirw
scted by Sidney Hayerse Soript by
Fhilip levenes FPhotegraphy Ernpest
Steward, Film Editer Tony Palke
Camera Operater Jamss Bowdane



" CAST
Beyds, o o s » «(1lifferd Evang
Stapley. o o o oWilliam Tasag
Lerd Melferd, GAllan Cuthb ertaen
Backer, o o o Marne Maitlang
Dr, Evanse o « o Paul Dewking
?me'h‘ s o @ .. Fliehel Fanre
Saundersy s » o eoPoter Themas
Dalbys, « o oWilllam Lyon Brown
, Haynesse o o o o« o Terry Yorke
JEPSOTy o e s o Tem Maidment;

® I X

WMURDERSVILIE® <US: 2/7/1%68, Rerun:
&/7¢/1%63, )
In Which Eiyma Marries Steed
And Steed Betories A Father
Produced by Brian Clemsns and Alw
bert Fernall, Executive Predncer &;llam
Wintle, Music by Iaurie Johason, Prade
uction Design by Robert Jones, Directed
by Rabert Ashere Seript by Brian Cleme
ens, Film Editor Lionel Selwymn. Specw
ial Effects by Peter Tanner, Phetagre
aphy by Alan Hume,
CAST
Mickle, *» s o oCOLIn Blakely
Hubert. ® s @ .JOhn Ronzane
Dre HaymeSe o o ofon2ald Hines
Prewitt, o o «  John Sharp
Joliiys e o e s« oSheila Fearn
CrOft. ° Y P e » Eric §'13fnn
Forbsse e« o o eNorman Chappell
Bankse o ¢ ‘e o HRobert Cawdren
Miss Avril, ¢ o oMarika Mann
Maggie. e o o o Irene Bradshaw
Higginse & & « eJoseph Greig
Jeresy Pursere oGeeffrey Colvilie
Chaymane o "o o elangton Jones
Miller. * @ . » Tony Gaun'ber
Morgane ¢ e & o John Chandas
Williamss o « o Andrew Iaurence

% % 4%

"THE RETURN OF THE CYBERMAUTS" (2/21/48,
Rerun:
Y/3/1368,)
Iz Which Steed Pulls Seme Strings
Awd Emma Becomes A Puppet
Preduced by Brim Clemens and Ale
bert Fennell, Executive Producer Julian
Wintle, Music by Laurie Johnsen, Prade
uetion Design by Robert Jonese. Dirscted
by Rebert Day, Seript by Pailims Ieveme,
Phntegrarhy Wy Ernest Steward, Film
Editer Liswsl Selwyn. Camera Operatar
James Bowdene
CAST
Paul Beresfords , JPeter Cushing
Bensone o o o JFrederick Jaeger
(L)

Dre Nevilles » aCharles Tingwall
Prof, ChadWin. o Fulton I-‘Ia.ckay
Dr, Russell, o Roger Hammend

Dry Garnett, o JAnthony Dutton
(onreys, o o o oNoo) Coleman
Rosie, o « eAimi MagDenald
Hmt, o, o+ « Redmond Phillips
Cyoernaxnt, o+ o oTerry Richards

3 3 ++

RTHE i56,A00 BREAKFAST" (2/28/:968)
Rerunsé /2660,
In Whieh Steed Dabbles In Tyoorme
ery = ~ And Emma In Chisanery
Preduced by Brian Clemens and Ale
bert Fennell, Executive Producer Julian
Wintle, iusic by laurie Johnsen, Prade
uction Design by Robert Jones, Seript
by Roger larshall, Directed by Robert
Days Seript frem a origimal story
by Roger Marshall and Jerenmy Seett,
Fhotography by Ernest Steward, The
Speoial Effects by Peter Tamner,
CAST
Glovers ¢ o e« ofc0il Parker
Miss Pegrame o Yelande Turner
Sir James Arnall. «David Iangten
Mrs. RhOdeS. e oPauline Delany
JuG¥e o o o ¢ Amneke Willis
Ministers o o Cardgw Rebinson
First Assistart . Faillippe Mennect
Seeond Assistant, JEric Weods
Rhodese & o oRithard Curngek

* 3% *
"DEAD MAN'S TREASURE" {3/13#358, Re=
runs 6/5/68,)

In Whieh Steed Rallios Arwund
And Emma Drives Far Her Iife
*reduweed by Brian Clemens and
Albert Frnell, Exesutive Producer Jule
ian Wintle, Musie by Laurie Johnsan,
Production Design by Robert Jomes,
Directed by Sidney Hayers., Seript by
Michael Wirder, Mestography by Ernest
Stewards Film Editer Tomy Palk, James
Bowden is the Camera Operatere
CAST
Mikes o o » s elNorman Bowler
PorlVe o o o oV2lerie Van Ost
£laXe o o o ¢ Edwin Riehfield
Carle o » o o INoil McCarthy
Bensteads , o JArthur Lewe
Batese o o s o oIver Dean
Danverss o o o GRio Fanning
Miss Peabodye o o Ponny Bird
First Guest. o Gerry Crampton
Secend Cuest, ,Poter J, E11istt

2 #* 3



WFORGET=ME=KHOT (Maxeh 28th, 1968,
Rerunt J\l.l.'y’ 2!}.’ '68.)

Complete credits listed en the
last page ef the Demnis Kawicki,
tape=script of the show, page
To« Heppy readingees

#* % *

And tlms, some very very last mine
ute addenda, recemntly gleaned from a
mmber of sources.

Roger Marshzall scripted WHAT THE
BUTIER SAW rather than Brian Clemens asg
was reported in EN GARTIE, Roger also
wrote at least one of the Catly Gale
shoWs e e« THE GUTIIDED CAGE,

A propos the Cathy Gale season,
here are a few other authors,

Malcolm Hulke wrote THE UNDERTAKERS
and one or two unsnecified others,

James Mitchell = IMIORTAI CLAY,

Eric Paice - DEATH ON THE RCCKS.

Mertin Woodhouse « THE BTG THUNKER,
A CHORUS OF FROGS, DEATH IN SILENCE,
THE GOLDEN EGCS (Am not sure en this
one but it could be THE GOLDEN FIRFCE
under an alternate title), MR, TEDDY
BEAR and THT OMICRON FILE.

Patrick Magee, the villain of THE
GUTIIDED CAGE is better knoun as the
star of the etherwise sick MARAT/SADE,

And now some addenda on ths Peele
Rigg shows,

TGAN OF NO RETURN

~ T In Which Steed Finds A Town Full
8f Ghosts « And Emma Gets Into
Harness

BEATH AT BARGATN FRICES
In Which Steed Fighte Tn Ladies

Undervear-And Emma Tries Feinting
Additional Casts

Professor Popple,
Glyme o o o o

Julice o o o o

o Pater Howell
s Romnie Stevens
e Diane Clarg

SMALL GAME FOR BIG HJNTERS

=7 In Thich steed Joins The Natives =
And Emma Gets The Evil Eye
Directed by Gerry 0 'Hara,

Additional Cast:
Flemings e « o oPeter Burton
Tropical Cutfitier, o oTom Gill
Kendrick, ¢ e « ¢Poter Thomas

CASTLE DelATH
In Which Steed Becomés A Strepping

Jook = And Emma Iays A Ghost
Directed by Jamss Hill, (45}

TOO MANY CHRISTMAS TREES
= 7 "In WhieR STecd hangs Up His
Stocking = And Erma Asks For
Hore
4% 4% *

Oh yes, and here's one last
review of THE AVENGERS in yon olden
days, from THE STAGE AND TELEVISION
TODAY. Yon olden Golden G2ySe.s

OLD SPARKLE
by Bill Edmind

Roger Marshall brought back
something of the old sparkle te ABCts
THE AVENGERS {("The Girl From AUNTIEY)
on F,.lday night with a erewd of old
ladies knitting with Bernard Cribbins
ealling directions like the leader
ef a square dance and Emma Peel (Diann
Rigg) swinging on a perch in a cage,
I enjoyed seeing 1iz Fraser as a
scatter~hrained assistant to Steed
(Patrick Ma€Nee) and Alfred Burke
with a goodly crop of whiskers, Did
I Imagine that the case leoked happw
ier in this story?

~Jarmary 27, 1966

# 3 3%

And tms, for the moment at lsast,
I bid you a fond adieus T hope you
can use what Itve copied here, Do
with them what you will «= throw tem
out, or save on tissue for the powder
roome

Good Night Sweet Princes..and to
all of you out there in AVENGERSland,




e
& yeryone




ONE: Tt was -only-an abseure referone
ce in a catalagne, indeed, there ware ne
details, Only a terse listings "PHE
AVENGRS, LAURTE JOHNSON CRCHESTRA, HBR/
HST 956 LPe At last, I thought, the
long search is swiftly approaching an
end] Now T know that the search was
only beginning, a search that was te
take me many months, and one that extends
ed through many states and even thoughts
of Englandees

But first let me tell you How Tt
A1l Began, In the summer of 1967, I
learned of the existence of a soundtrack
albun from THE AVENGERS, My .good friend
and fellow Avenger«phile and nartwetime
Jolly Green Giant, Mike Atkinson reporte
ed Yo me that it was on order for him in
a stors in Releigh, North Carolina
(vhich state being our joint residsnce)e
Indeed, that he had missed securing the
last copy in Raleigh by a few days, I
told him to put me on the reserve list
when he next returned te Raleigh,

As time passed, hopes for the record
began to wane, It was temporarily out of
stock, 1t was hard to get, it was becomw
ing very saarce, it was impossible to
gets IT DID MOT FEXIST?1?1?

Yes, for by this time we were
checking that most complete ef all rece
ord catalogues, the Schwann Catalog of
Long Playing Adbumns, It was not in the
Schwann Doubt creeped in now, and we
wonderad if the record was but a rumowr,
Now the search bagan, a search fer the
record, or even for a record of the rece
orde ,or something like ite

It had the first expedition, It
took me to the wilds of Rocky Mount,
North Carolina, which is neither Rocky
nor has any visible mounte A car, a
1963 Bel=Air station wagon was the transe
portation vehicle, and it was painted a
white colowr in order to make it more
visible to the surrounding inhabitants,
human and-otherwises As I approached the
objective, I caught the scene, Records}
Perhaps the game was afeot, even heres
The area was £illed with natives and I
endeaveured to make myself inconapicuocus
and blend into the background, I checke
ed my weapenst Wallet{trusty cowhide
Lrrd Puxton conve:rtible), camera, and
ammunition for boths, I was readyes

W01 There leomsd beforée me the
great bulk af TarryTown Mall, a huge
Jungle of alumimum and concrete and
glasse !ithin that jungle might be ny
Auartye I knew the price for failuree

L7

But the rewards were great,
forward, dauntlesse

There were many;entranees, some of
them ne doubt traps set by the wily
natives and storekespers, or in the
local dialect, Gypse I therefore chese
my entrance carefully,

My entrance was made through a
dnor separate from any stere, and I
sattled behind a colurn in order %o
gain my bearings(loaned te me by Capte
Quegg)s T saw a Department Store, a
Drugstors,a fivewandsten, and a dise
eaunt storees The discount store looked
most oremising,and T moved toawards ite
Stopping oceassionally to cbserve the
ndd hunting anties of the natives.

Within 15 minutes of searching,
it became cbvious that my guarry was
not present, ‘With a growing sense of
being watchsdyand indeed,of frustrate
ion,T tried the other storess Negate
ive, negative,negativee Disappointed
I immediately turned for home and homew-
base for refuelling and refit,

I stroda

THREE: Raleigh was still negative,
and Mike in Charlotte said Negative.

Now the atbtempt at Arlington,Vir~
ginia, a suburb ef that quaint capital
complex, Washington,District of Colurb=
ias The best bet there was the store
of Sears-Roebuck, or in the native
tongue,Cheaple=Cheapies After studye~
ing the store dﬁe‘c%y, T took the
moving vertiecal slidewalks to the 3rd
floar ,in the absence of a life, A
large selection of records faced me,
but nonetheless, The Album was not to
be found therein, Steeling myself to
more disappeintment, T searched the
entirety of downtown(Beautiful Downe
town)arlington, The Album was not te
be found, I retumrmed to base,

FOURs Naturally, things began te
slow down, Had it not been fer 2 come
Plete stroke of fortuns, the search
would have soon perisheds Jon Greens,
a fan of music,found(whilst searching
tlrough a pile of ten=fer-a~dollar
Li51s)the theme from...,THE AVLNGERS)

On it were the magic words,/From
the albume " The search was once a=
gain in full husd This tims we had’
concrate evidence=the L5-and we had,
most importamt of all, hopes The Sche
wam gtill did not list it, but the
reason was pessibly that the recad
wag released through HannaeBarbera,
usually a children's releaser, and
listed only in the Schwamm Supulenmerite



aryr catalog for misc releases, Ag the
Album wes-not a ehildren's record, it was
not 1listed in the supplemertiary, oither,
The next trip was to a local record shop
in seaxch of a secord LY, tae seme as the
one Mike had bought for hinscif, it
searching the shop, we went up to the
woman behind the desk,

"Have you the LS of “The Avengers
Theme?™ T subtly asked,

"T don't think so," she replied,

"Could you ordasr it

'let me check cur cataloge.ea!

She opened‘a green professional cate
alog and looked, first under "Theme For
The-Avengers®, and then under just "The
Lvengers'l,

"There isntt a LY of it," she said,

"But Hike has it

"There's a listing far an IP...."

"There is? And sure enough, there
it vas, in living blackeand-ithite == “THE
AVENGIRG, IAURTE JOMNSON ORCHiSTRA, HOR/
HST 9506 IPe" . A listingl Now ifas.s

"Can you order it

UT can try,

-She did, but once again it was as it
had been befores It was scarce, it was
impossitle to get, sometimes they were
rlled off the market as socon as they
were released. The same story, So the
search began, but this time with renewed
vigour and hope,

FIVE: I suppose all college touns
have a record shop where one can ebtajin
nearly any record, Chapel Hill, Norbth
Carolina has a very complete one, I had
not seen the album and was in the nrccess
of sebtling for lesser fare, the second
"I, SPY" album (the ene from Capitol)a
is

~ ISTEED CURES

Patrick MagNee, the suave British
actsr who plays John Steed on THE AVEiGa
ERS, has turned to selfehypnosis as a
way of curing his -smoicing habit,

He was taught the method by his wife
actress Katherine Woodville, who in turn
had gatten it from an analyst,

MaclNee tried self-hymngcis for three
months and; lo and behold, he stopred
smoking, Each day during titis period he
would spend every spare moment talling
himself alouds "I hate smoking, it's bad
for mey I hate smoking, 1t's bac,..,"

There was only one difficulty,
Although MauNee stcpued smoking, he gained

OIL  HABIT

As a matter of degged hobit, I asked the
salesman the usual, "Have you seen,

or heard of, the soindtrack albrm for
"The Avengersts '

"Way, yes, welve had it, but therr
is no guarantee that we ean get it
againt

Now reports began to come in fiewm
agents in the field,

It wasn't in New York,

No sign of it in Baltimores

Unknown" in D.C,

Morfolle, Virginia reports negate
ive.

Try a place in New Yorlk, They're
specialists in impcrtsae.but no revlys
How about the Recerd Club OF
Am=rica? This has yeb to be tried,

Then the neus:

"Itts all over Floridain

"Floride? The original sound=
track

"Steed and Peel are on the cover,!

"Florida? FLRIDAM

And there the matter has unfartunw
ately resteds We still are abttemnting
to rescue the reeord through an agent
in Florida, If anyone =~ and T mean
ANXCNE - in Florida or anywhere else
rdads this, please, in the name of
mmanity, Montressor, let me know}

Let the editor of this zine know, or -
wvrite tos Bryan Jones, 252 Nortk 26th,
Wilmington, North Carolina, 28,01,

And hurry, I can!'t hold cut for
mich lon{;er-...-

assolorida???2?

#* 3% %

=Los Angeles Times
ANONymouSe=

fowrteen unirented pounds.

But MacNee, like the character he’
plays in THE AVENGERS, is a very
resourceful mane

Today he spends each freec moment’
on the sct at Lssceiated British
Picturcs Corporation, ILid, Studics in
Llstree; Englard, muttering to himsell 3

"I hate food, it's bad for mey I
hate-food, 1t's bad for mey I hate
food, it's bad f'er meesesal

(L8)
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WTHE AVENGERS TN COLORM

Behind the words stood a goldeplated
Webley 32 with mother-of-pearl handle
and sticking in the pistol barrel,..a red
English rose, -

Cut to two Vionne champagne glaases,
one of the hollow-stemed beauties on its
sides Blurred and in the far background
walked a bowler-hatted figure, Cut to
close=~up, he's begiming 4o open the
bottle of Champagne in his hand (Moet et
Chandon red seal)...when there is a pistol
shots The hottle is opened with a pow
and Patrick MacNee looks inquiringly at
the saucy Diana Rigg, in cream leatherw
ette cat suit, her dark auburn hair upon
her hezd in rich glory,

They cross to the table on which
sit the two champagne glasses,.he PORTSe e
»«and they clink their glassses together,
cn a rising boom from the background
misic beginning to swell in the air,

Cut to "THE AVENGERS" title, then
we see two pairs of feet on the small
Regency tables QOne in fawn boots, the
other in figest Seottish elastic=sided
shoes, MacNee puts on his bowler with a
precise mathematical gesture and we see
"starring Patrick MacNee" followed by
a view of the back of a Regecy chair,
behind which appears a pistolmwielding
Diana Rigg, who still pauses in her aim
to brush her hair back in an insonciant
gesture, %and Diana Rigg", Cut to full
length shot of MacNee, he unserews the
shaft of his brolly and pulls aut a very
wicked looking blade and with a sextante
neuf and parry thrust nips 2 red carmate
ion from a bunch in a base and deftly
throws it into Diana Rigg's hands with a
single motion of his swift blade, She
sway ingly walks to MacNee and gagzine deep
into each other!s eyesy faint smiles
flickering at the corners of thepr finely
drawm mouths, she places the bloodmred
boutemaire in his buttonehole, Closew
up of the carnation, "Produced by Brian
Clemens and Albert Femnel.! MacNee
rractices his golf with his brolly,
"Consultant to the series Julian Wintile!
and then %o a quick shot of Diana Rigg
suddenly placing her arms stiff and
slightly out to her sides in modified
gung=fu defense posture, Fadeg..e

An overhead light is swinging wild=
ly in the dark building s apparently a
glass factory, long disused, Over the
swinging of the light-can be seen two *
men in earnest combat, the one is downy,
then the other, A right to the jaw, the
one down throws a dusty bottle, he is up

and slams his left into his opponentts
stomach, © Another exchange of fists to
the face, the one's cap is off and he
is down again, The other man makes as
if to leave, the one down quiekly mlls
out an odd pistol and fires it at the
one standing and making as if 4o leave,.
There is a "schusehk" as the standing
man suddenly puts his left hand to his
left cheek, then he turns and bolts out
‘bhe dwr'

Cutside the night $s heavy in the
air, the rumning man leaps into a small
taxi, "WTaxi}" he cries entering,

The taximan puts his flag down and
chekrfully asks, "Where to?

The man, dazed looking and beginne
ing to fretfully knot a handkerchief in
his sweaty hands, admits, "I don't
know.ﬂ

Unnoticing of this dismay the taxi
driver comments, "Cherry on, Spin ae
round the park then?t

The distranght man urgently and
very confusedly replies, "No, no, no,
there's somewhere I have to go, some~
one I have to see, Tt!ss e b ise,eills,,
e s aVEYY urgent

Turning around the taxj driver
begins to be a little amoyed, wnder=
ing what sort of a freak hels got hold
of this time, YOkay now, Governor 3
make up your mindjn

As the distraught man does and
says nought, he adds, "Oh, come on now}"

The blondish distraught man twists
and turns at his handkerchief and very
excitedly says, "I can't remember where
or who it is I have to see,t

The taxi driver is somewhat dise
traught himself by now, "What's all
this about#

Surprised, the handkerchiefe=tuiste
ing man repliesg "T can't remember
that eigherit

He stares wildly about him, leans
forward and says,"I can't even remember
who I am." He then bolts the taxi and
leaves behind the knotted henakder&hief
on the seate A very knotted kerchief,

THE FORGET mMEw=KNOT

teleplay by BRIAN CLEMENS
directed by JAMES HILL

We see a dead~end street, a plea=-
sant enough residential street, cobbe
les and housefronts, At one end there
gtands a Si.ngle mn.aolookingccooi



Mrs, Emma Peel 1s sibting by the
window of Steed's apartment, casual in
sweater and slacks, her auburn crowm
glistening in the outside light, She
is warking a crossuard puzsle and speake
ing to Steed, Steed is carefully cone
cocbing some esoteric drink in two
brandy snifters,

"Two down", she says, "An abbreve
lated story, usually of an amusing nat-
ure," She pauses; "Eight letters,

Gritting his teeth, Steed manages
te reply, "Manye...quip?7?®

With £inality, she says, "Antec=
date", and puts it on the paper. She
contimies and then looks out the windowv,
"Fifteen acrossess Tall man, well
built, wearing a tweed overcoat,"

Steed distractedly requests, "How
many letters?*

Emma reolies very seriously, "Man
down there, Seems very interested in
this vlace." At which noint Steed very
quickly abandons the liquid mixture and
crosses to the window, The pair of
them gaze down through the lace gamze
of the curtains.

"There..l“ she SaYS e
him?"

A smile of sorts lights up Steed's
faces "Sean] Sean Mortimer}" Ha leans
forward and shauts down, "SEAN! SEAN]"
But the blond man eontimes to walk
distractedly and confusedly, taking no
notice, Emma softly somments, "Some=
thing seems wrong.*

On the ground, Steed exits from
his amartment entrance and confronts
the dazed man, "Shawn? he questions,
Shawn", he then comments posgitively,

"You know me?* the da,ed man says,
Only partly questioning, it is as if he
no longer really has any curiousity.

"Of course I know youl" Steed re~
plies,

"What!s my name? very seriously,

Steed langhs, "Sean Mortimer.!

Trying to vlace the name, the man
looks mildly pleased with the discovery,
"Sean Mortimere....M

Looking more serious, Steed takaes
hole of Sean and tells him, "Come in-
sides I think you need a drink," But
as they enter, we see two men on motor-
bikes, wearing thick dark goggles, They
have been sitting and waiting there for
some time alreadye...

In the apartment Steed introdices
the dazed Sean to Mrs, Peel, "Sean
Mortimer", he coments, and takes Sean's
gloves and coat and propels him to the
big comfortable sofa, Sean replies,

"You know

to Steed, as if thinking Steed were ine
tredueing himself, "How do you do,"

Steed carefully veplies, "No, you=
're Sean Mortimer, This is Mrs. Peel,!
Sean is even more confused,

"Ohees And who are you?t he asks
of Steed,

"John Steed,! he states,

“Hahy" Mortimersays, with no in-
flection of emotion at all, Mrsz, Peel
pulls Steed mver %o the side and asks;
And who is he???V

on't you start," he lrherjectse

"I mean, what does he de?t she
requests, nodding towards Sean,

"He's an agent in my departmente
Hels been missing the last two weeks,"
Steed explains,

Half~-laughing, Mrs, Peel statesy
"Missing on all eylinders," Steed fine
dshes mixing a drink and hands it to
the dazed Sean,

"Here you go, wrap yourself around
that then,* Sean accepts it,

"Hah,thank ycu," he manages to
reply. Then he locks around, "You are.,

eesMISeessPeels. " He manages to getout,

"That's right," she answers.

"Who are you? he queries of Steed,

"You must know who T ami" Steed
replies, sinking te his knees besides
Mrs, Peel who has done the same, "You
hapnened your way to my address," Steed
Pinishes,

¥es," he calmly states, "I walke=
ed all the ways" Brightening, he con-
timied, "The street looked familiar, so
I turned dowm it," TLooking wrried, he
contimed with; "There!s someone I had
to see,t

Mrs, Peel prompted, "Steed,..?"

Looking dazed again, Mortimer re-
plied quizzicallyj “Steed,... Who'!s
Steed?t

Steed leoked somewhat exasperated,
and rose to his feet, "I!'m not sure,”
But then he turmed to Mortimer, all
warm smiles and asked; "But we trained
together, We were in the same organise
ationj"

At that Sean looked very disturbed
and agitatedly began looking about,
"Organisation," he said, "that's it,
something to do with an organisation,

T had to tell something to somebodye.s"

Mrse Peel prompted; "Tell them
what

"The erganisation had a traitor,!
he excitedly added, "That'!s it, There
is a traitor inside the organisationi(¥

Steed leaned forward, "Who?V

Sudden dismay registered on




Seenls facs, "Whosee? I don't remembe
ere" He lapsed tack into confusion,

Steed rose again, Mrs., Peel joining
him, and he exasperatedly stated to hers
WSty with him, See what else you can
zet from him!

WWhere will you be™ Mrs, Peel in- -
quired of Steed. They moved to his cdesk,
and he replied firmlys "Situation like
this I ought to go and see Mother,

Emma looks quizzically at the smil~
ing Steed.

Moments later Steed lithely leaps
into the Bentley and roars out of Stable
Mewsesspast those two mysterious goggles
wearing types in their caps, still sittw
ing astride thedr motorbikes as before,

Upstairs lMrse. Peel is turning the
coat Sean had worn inside out, looking
for labels and information of some kind,
‘"You knowes.o', she points out in mild
‘exasperation, "you must be President of -
Anonymouses anonymous, There's not a

‘thing, Not a single scrap of identifiow
ation. Not a thing to tell me who you
are, Or where you've been,!

Sean looked at her quizzically,
tBut you said you knew who I ameee?!

She looked at him, her regal face
poised in reflection, "I do,"

Sean Mortimer,! He looked lost in
the: depths again, "You sadd it was Sean
Mortimer,"

"And so you are,! She leined fore
ward, and questioned him intensely.
"What happened? Was it an accident?
Did you get hit on the head?

His face twisted with the effort of
mental recall, o9 eli0ssns L don't think
SO..--"

"You'tve been missing for two weeks,
you know," she supnlied,

"Two weeks." He contimedy "And a
week has seven daysSees Hasn't 1t? She
smiled at him in encouragement and he
¢ontimied his sifting mrocess, "And
yoar, sname 1SeaolrSeseaEma Peel?!

"That's right," she regplied, "And
the man who Just left, Can you remember
his name?

"...-.S'beed. John Steed,.-?" he
softly asked of her,

"Correct," she returned.

"There was somebody else,.Mother?t
and he turmed his face to hers in a
gilent querye Mrs, Peel got a very
pained expression on her face as Sean
returned to his own mental searching,

Sighing she saidj YThere's always
Mother, "

And outside the two ominous goggled
men saét quictly...ewaiting,

And looked a question at her,

We see the gates of an evidently
palatial estate, bordered by a high and
grand brick wall, Steed pulls up in
fromt of them in his 3entlsy, The gate
is opened by a stately gray-haired man,
in rough-hewn clothes, Steed grests
him respsctfuliy and cordially.

"Morning, Giles,M

“Ch, good morning, sir," He re=
turns to his trimming of bushes,

"Is Mother at home?! Steed asks,

"Tes, Sir, Hasn't been out all
week,"? the gentleman named Giles says.

"Poor thing," comments Steed, And
then brightening asks, "How are the
lbs coming on?"

"Coming along nicely, Sir," Giles
returns to his shrubs, Steed contimes
into the estate grounds, Suddenly we
see a threatening figure tracing Steed
across the grounds, A sudden burst of
speed, & leap into the air, and Steed
is suddenly down}

The beretewearing fipure has Stbed
in a neck hold and appears to have him
quite well ocut of the pictures. Sudden=
1y one of the dying trees gives a quick
burst of life and a section of bark
flips up, exposing the face of a hawke
nosed balding echap shohbing fiercely.

"No, no, m} 691 Your target is
over there, over there, 691 Over
thereaf it

A soft feminine woice answers iIn
some surprise, looking at the animated
tree, "What? she queries, "Oheseft

A figare of a man emerges from the
tree as Tara begins to unioosen her
hold on the mrone (and surprised look=
ing) Steed, The balding man begins to
help Steed to his feet, making brush=
ing motions over the dirtied suit all
the while and occassionally casting
wicked glances at the darke=faced mnd
bersted and chastised figure who had
initiated the unfortwmate incident,

'T'm terribly sorry about this,
Sire Terribly sorrys... Why, it's
%1_33, Sir] I do hope you understand,

ire!! He snarls "Hup'® at the blacke
faced figure angd Tara braces te stiff
Cuards attention. "These rew recruits,
Si:!‘. 4 touch OveIwmeagel, ot

"itouch?™ Steed asks, But then he
smiles and contimies, "But no harm
donee” And nuts his bowler back one

The balding mam fawns a bit and
says, "Itl!s very sporting for you to
take it like that, Sir,

"Not at all," Steed states. "It's
a2 pleasurss" He begins to walk off
and the balding man says to his backj;
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"Thank you, Mre Steed," The face of

the figure changes slightly, and oblive
ious to tThe begimings of a tirade about
to start against her, a very dreamy look
crosses the face, The balding man says,
"Wellssseo! but he is not heard,

In a comfortable corridor inside a
building Steed meets a sombreo-dressed
individual and gives him his ha{ and
brolly, As he does so he gives a hapay
cxy of recognition,

"Jenkinsl! he states,

"Oh, good morning, Siry" the quiet
man replies,

UTs Mother busy? queries Steed,

The Adarlc-dressed type turns and
csammentss "At the mament, I'm afraid so,
Siry tut if you'd care to wait®

"Thank you," Steed replied, !"Youe
111 tell Mother I'm here, won't you

" Immediately, Sir," Jenkins suavely
replled,

Back in 3teed!s apartment, lirs,
Peel and Sean Mortkmer are standing, and
Sean is abstractedly elasping a snifter
of 1llgeur, His face is seriously set in
concentration and he is trying to rem=
ember somethingeese
"I see a big building, Dirty cobe

Glasse.!" he firmly states,
"Spectacles™ Mrs, Peel smilingly
asks, "QOre..that™, pointing to the
glass in his hand,

Mortimer shakes his head in bewildw-
ermentes "I don't remember, I'm sorry,!
"You're doing very well," she
points oute "Just take it step by stepe!
"You're very patient," he adds,

"Hah] Not by naturel" she laughe
ingly points out, She leans against
the fireplace mantle, arms felded and
Sean stands by her there, "let's try a
few word associations", she suggests.
"Say the first word that comes into your
mind, Black,!

"White," he immediately returns,

|!Up.|!

"Down," is his quick reply,

l!Bed.il

"Sleep" he rejoins.

NAtback? -

"Motorbike," he says, and as he
does so, a faint glimmering light of
scme small revelation appears on his
faces He whirls away from the fireplace
and quickly faces Mrs, Peel againe "T
see two motorbikesy" he emphatically
states, "With two menit

Below on the street beneath Steedfs
apartment window, we see the two goggled
motorcyclistseesestill waiting, Then

webs,

the sound of atinny telephone cries ta 5y

Be ansuered, The darker=haired of the
two plcks up a telephone from the back
of his moterbike,

"Gaul herey," he answers, Faintly
we hear a distinet voiee upon the telem
phona, anonymous but clear,

"Sorry I couldnt't get in touch
with you before," bhe voice comments,
"Been busys How!s it going?

"Mortimer is sbill in Steedls
apartment," the darkehaired man says.
"Steed left some time ago,"

"1 know," the unknown volce points
cut, "He's here nowe Waibing to see
Mother, He didn't leave Mortimer on
his ewn™

"No," he softly states, "the
w&mn's With him.. MrS. Peel...." He
appears very nervceis and adds, "Look,
that drug may be wearing off, And if
it doesessee And he remembers..."

"I know," the voice quikeRly adds,
"I know, All right, Move in and grab
himg"

HANd. « JMr'Seee s Peel™ guestions
the goggled figures

"I'd rather,.eshe didn't have any
happy memories," the voice chuckles,
He hangs up with a click and the darke
haired man turns to his blond compane
ion and smiles, The blond smiles in
return and the darkehaired man mulls
rut an odd pistel as he gets off of hic
motorbikes The blond follows suit,

A bex on one bike is opened up and the
dark=haired man takes out a mmber of
small gelatin capsules and inserts
them into his pistol, They thrust the
airepistols back into their jackets
and briskly move towards the door to
Steeds apartment house,

Up in the apartment Sean Mortimer
is seated in a plush overstuffed chair
whilst Mrs, Peel leans over him, They
move to the fireplace again and Mrs,.
Peel begins to question him again,

"Now," she starts, "let's start
againe.." There is a2 ring to the door
and she quickly goes over to the door
to open it,

There stand the twe geggled meni

The blond man raises his air piste=
ol and begins to take aim...but he
reckoned without the reflexes of Mrs.
Peely it appears,

She grabbed his lapels, knocking
his gun up whilst reaching for him,

Then she levers him inte the rocom
and uses the chair as a falecrum to
throw him completely head over heels,
He quickly regains his feet, but meets
with a second disastrous supprises



As he rises to his feet, Mrs, Peol
comes up and 2ides him,e..rather qickly..
.Qyin I‘iS’L‘ﬂg gven higheraogand fall‘lng
right back into the couch, The cravk
when her foot got him in the. Jjaw was
quite audible, thark you,

But Sean d;eedly began to make a
move Lo help her and the darkehaired man
raised his airupistol and guickly shot
Sean in the side of his face, Sean glape
ped his hand to his cheek and began te
fall down, Mrs, Peel turned towards the
other menace and before she eruld act
he quickly empbied two mere shots inte
hery She slapped the side of her face '
and quietly and slowly f£ell onte the
couchs The darkehaired man helped his
partner to his feet and the two of thenm
halfecarried, halfedragged Sean Mortimer
out the door with them,

Behind them, lying on the couch, lay
the prone figmwre of Mrs, Pecl....

As they go out the door, the darke
haired villain turns to his half-stunned
blond companion -and points to Sean Mort
imer!s coat, lying on the chair, .

"Peberi"® he commands, "Get his
coate!" They facate and in 2 fow moments
we hear the sound of matorcycles revving
up and Gepartinges .

And Mrs, Peel sleeps 6ng..

Heanwhile, Steed iz waiting quietly
in the orrate sitting=-ronm at Motherts
establishment, A tallish well-built
auburn miss in a miniwsuit enters through
the French windows, Steed tvrns to her
and smiles‘kis most chamming greeting,

"Hellg" she almosteshyly says,

"Hello" Steed returns, '"Who are
you?tt

"I'm Tara," she states, There is a
pause, and then biting her 1ip she says,
UYou didn't say it

"Say what?™ asks Steed, a slightly
confused look on his face,

"Ra=boommdemay

'T very seldom dod" he points aut,

vPractically everyone does when they
hear my name," she contimzs, "Tara, you
Seee Ta~ra=ra=boomnedemay,

Steed smiles down at the now seated
lass, "Ircredibly subtle," They both
smile at that, :

"My full name's Tara King," she says
and shakes hands with Steed, -"Miss,!

"Miss," Steed says, taking note of
the prefixe "Well, it's very nice to
meet you,t '

tYou didn't think so a few mimtes
8goyt sha shyly adds.

"A feir,.4 For a moment confusion

sars on Steed!s visage, "Oh! So that
wag youd" polnting out towsrds the gare
den, where he had been attacked,

"That was me," she admibted, ""I'm
terribly sarry, I'm training here, you
goe Y

"So I gathered," Steed smiled,

She paused and locked at him very
strangely. "You're John Steed, aren't
you'™

"Yes," bo ovenmly admits, As she
eontinues to share at him, Steed guickly
looks about for the scurce of this exe
treme degree of atitention, and being une
able to rind anything abeut besides hime
self, adds: "My feeding time is 1:30,"

Sh2 breaks of f quickly and smiles
back at him, "TIn aufully serry, I
was siuaring," she admits,

T Humn,® he says, bYou were,!

"I know everything about you," she
unexpectedly brings up. Steed looks
suitably surprised, then slightly dise
mayed at this,

"Everything? he quietly askse

"Everything,! she continues, As
the dismeyed lock becomes more P onouncs-
edy she adds: "ThatIs all in your f£ile,®

"0n," smiles Steed, much relieved,

"Your name creps up almost every
-day in training, Welre tanght the
Steed method far this and the Steed
méthod for 'that..," She mimics some

" unimown voiee, "No, no, that's not the-

way John Steed would have done ic, Oh,
yes, exactly, that!s just hor John
Steed would have done it," She turns
to him again, smilings "You've rather
a2 reputation, Youlre the head boy,
the star pupil,"

"Ohe.e!" Siced uncomfortably says.

"You'd want my address and phone
mnber,* she suddeniy says, and begins
to pull out a pen and picce of paper,

"That!s very thoughitful of you,¥
Steed manages to geb out, shock registe
ering on his face,

"T told you I saw your file and it
told everything," Steed looked scmerhab
unenthusiastic about that bit of news.
"Even your achilles heelg!

"Rubber soled shoes?™ he askse

"The opposite sex," she says turne
ing tr lcok up at hime “Then back to
the paper she continues, "I was going
to write it with invisible ink btut I
couldntt find anys! She:pauses and
locks up at him againe Y"You ¢o want
ry address, don't you?® =

"Ohe.." Steed says (it sesms to be
his cay for sgyirg Che.e)e "A gentlom

reigns, then a greal dawning light upp-(56) man could hardly refusead"









Steed ulls eat his wallet and is
about to insert the slip of paper in it
when Tara looks shocked at him,

"Ioutre not going to put it into
your wallet??™M she oried,

"Of course noblt Steed reassures
her, "Restricted informetionf? Ab
vwhich point he inserts the clip of papar
in the heel of his Shf.)e. Smiling. ha
once more turns to here "There}? he
reassures her,

A bearded man enters from a prove
jously unopened door and calls for John
Steed's attention with a "Steed™ spoke
en in a chopped tons,

Steed turns to the bearded msn and
swmiles at him warmly, "Simon}" he sayse
"You two met? Simon Filston," he adds,
turninzg to Tara,

She gages icily tewards the bsorded
"Welve met," she states,

"Mother will see you now," Simn
pointedly says and turns his back on
Tara Kinge Steed begins to follow him
into the other room and politely turns
to Tara as he leaves and utters an ime
peccable "Excuse ma," to her,

The two men enter the room, ons
half is dark, the other half bathed in
an indirect lighte A'man is sitting
there in a wheelchair, his baeck to the
entering pair, Simon stays near the
dsor and Steed enters further and very
questioningly asksg "Mother?

The figuwre turns, a stark visage
of an indolent face, moustacheioed and
fat, Then it brezks into a warm smile
and happily returns; "Johnd Sit youre
self downd Sorry to have kent you
waitinge® He wheels forward, Steed
Jaughs a bit and adds a comment,

"0h, that's all right, Hot line
te Washingtontt :

UTuke warm line," Mother adds with
ra shake of his pudgy head, '"Things are
very quieb, I'm afraid," Then he turns
to gage at him very questioninglye
that are you doing here?

d Sean%ﬁrtimar o' Steed says,

"Mortimer?s missing," Mother bites
back in fast replys

"Not any more," Steed replies,
"Hels at my apartmemntg

Mother grasps an overhezd bulb at
this point and pulls himself up with it
firmly in hils grasp, and begins to very
awkwerdly make his way over to a ladder
which contains some bottles of ligeur
and m.'i}[.

t¥ou shall want a drink,T ima gine,®
he cemnents, When Steed starts forward
Yo help him ke rebuffs the aid in a (59)
quive hearty mamnery very jovial,

Man,

"No," he says, "thatls all right,
T can managee Ib's the only exercise
T gete Got to keop fit," Once at the
Jadder he begins to mix a few drinkse
"™Mortirerts on the suspect list, I
suppose you know thatf

"Yes," Steed returng, "If a man
goes missing, we must pre.urme hels de=
fectedy"Mother rejoins,

" nderstandable " sommented Steed.

"Seda?™ Mother asks,

UZhank you," Steed replies.

"Whatls Mortimsr doing at your
plase?™ finally asks Mother,

"Trying to remarber," oommernts
Steeds "He seems to be suffering from
some hort of amnesia,”

"Drugged™ asks Mother,

"Possibly," returns Steed.

"Brain=washed? Mother probes,

"Perhaps,* Mother gives him a glass
ef whiskey and soda,

Cheers it

"Cheers," Steed ecntinues, "One
thing he dees hemember, It seems there
is a traitor in the Organisatione" The
two men look at eaech other for a seeand.

"What do you need? Mother asks,

VA team af experts standing by,
Doctors, Psychiatrists, specialists in
bbrdnewashing ¢

"They 111 be here," Mother statese
"Ga and bring Mortimer ing!

Back at the apartment, Mrse, Peol
f£inally begins to stir, She slowly and
sleepily raises up, elutching the pille
ow to her drug-laden foarme She lays
it dowm and begins to abstractly walk
about the apartment, very slowly and
with a great deal of wondremente She
finds a pair of glovese.Mortimerisses
on the burean and puts them imto the
deske At that point a figure ecmes te
the deor-and unleeks it, enterting, It
1s Steed, taking off his bgowler and
smiling at the puzzled-lecking Mrse
Peel, .

"ahy Mrse Peel," he warmly states.
Looking about he adds, "Where is he™

"Ehyt she wonders, !"Wherefs who?"

Sean Mortimer," he smiles backe
USean™ he calls aloud,

"And who 1s Sean Mortimer?t Mrs,
Peel irritated, requests of Stcede

"Now donlt be ridiculeusit hlurts
Steed, a dram of doubt cloudirg his
featurese "I laft him sitting there
on the sofag!

Y Nobodies been herey* she cormaied
and addedy “certainly nobody named
Sean Mortimere Why, I would have



rvemanbereds” Steed was looking very
unhappy and Mrse Peel leaned on his
shoulder and gazed limpidly into his
Darplexed eyose "Steed? she asked,
“Have you been holding out information?

Mcther was exnlodinte He was on
the phone and Simon, the bearded man
was there with hime

Simon had the phone at the moment
and he was talking very Bernestlys

"What do you mean, Steed, you
said he was there, How could he have
gone? Mother?s going to be very erossg"

Mother wenched the phone out of
Simon's hands at that point, "John™
he asked, "Mother, Now whait's all
this aboubt

Back in hls apariment Steed was
talking and Mrse Peel was wandering aw
bout in’the backgrounds YTt!'s Mortime
ery, Sirc" he commented, "He's missing
againg!t

You could plainly hear Mother reply
to Steed aver the phones "I see,! he
thinly commentede "Where could he have
goneft

"Itre no idea," observed Steed,
"He just vanisheds ANd mothoTreeees
That team of expertSeess!

The scene is back at Motherts and
we hear Steed finishs “Are they still
standing by#

"Tf Mortimeér's missing we wontt
be needing themy" Mother belloweds

Back at Steed's apartment, Steed
winelsd a little and confinued, "Theyw
711 be needed all right! Looking at
the approaching figure of Mrs. Peel,
"For Mrs, Paels!

Mrs. Peel sat down a pair of cups
of tea by the talking Steeds "Here we
are," she brightly saids "One lump or
two?" Noises smanate on the phone,
quite indistinguishable,

He smiles at Mrs, Peel; motioning
for two Jumpse "Ha, thanks," he very
softly addse

Back at Organisetion H} Mother
turns to Simon and says: “"Filston®™

"Y¥os, Mother?" he asks,

"Have everything Steed requires
and have it standing byy" Mother orders,

"Yes, Mother," Simon replies, And
as Mother hangs up Simon leaves the
roome Irl the other room, where Steed
and Tara had met that morning, the bald
headed instructor Burton stoodes As

Simon bowled through, Burton asked hims
"What!s the’panic?t

"Steedy" Simon bit back, "Bringe
ing Mrg, Peal in,n =

Aind meamwhile back 42 Stesd’Sesss (6‘)

Steed 1s helping Mra, Peel inte
her bright red eeat, to matech her slax.
trying te bustle her into hurrying,

"A rather peeullar time of the
day fer a party, isn't 1t she asks,

"Hel's an escentrie," Steed wryly
cammernis, Y Party giver,!

"Yhere did you say he was™ she
requestad, -

"Matery" he sidestepped, "Profe
assor Materg"

tAnd what!'s he Professor of ™ she
eontired to try to discover,

MWnatts that pelogy youtrs intere
ested in, Steed snapped his fingers,

YAnthropolegy™ she supplicda

IThatts 1t{" Steed enthusedy
"One of the best, Antlropologisti!

"But I nesver heard of himlt® she
eried, even more confused, as Steed
uttoned her jacket for her,

"Way ahead of his timey® Steed
Quickly supplied,

The scene is th outside ef a
shabby run-down building of some sort,
industrial.  In fromt of it are two
motercycles, one of them with a covered
sidecar, The blond villain, one of
the goggled men, is kneeling down try-
ing to adjust something on the sidecar
motorbike, The darkehaired villain
emerges from the factory at a quiek
pace and motions to get moving with
the motarbikes,

1Gladi? the darkehajred-villain
commented in a hurried veoice, "The
Boss just phoned, Got a job far us,
Urgent "

The blond commented in a pained
voice, "But minets not werkingl"

"Then wetll take: this one, Come
one"! As he hesitated, he bellowed:
"Come oni"

Stded and Emma are on the rcadese
Steed is driving quite fash and Mrs,
Peel, by his side, still won't give up
trying to discover what is going one

PRather on the spur ef the rome
ent, this party invibtation," she obes
served,

WHe's that kind of chap," Steed
smiled at her. "Impetutous,!

"Ard ocdentric,y" she addedes

Ahead of them the two motarcycle
ists have dismounted and are tusily
attacking a tree alongside the road
with saws, constantly looking down the
road for the spmroaching duo.

Back in the care..

"You said the imvitation include
#d me," Emma asked,

"Specifically,” Steed returned,



"Well," she contimes, "how did
Professor whateverwhisenamewis know T1d
be at your apartment?™

UIntuition,! Steed replled,

"Why did he want to meet me any-
way? she asked of him,

"He wants to examine you," said
Steed,

"Examine me? she asked,

"Y¥es," Steed filled in hastily,
the wants to examine your theories,

On anthropology.t

"Well how did he know Itve got
any? she asked logically,

But just then a tres fell across
the road ahead of them, Steed slammed
on his brakes and with a screeching of
tortured tires, the stately Bentley
slid to a stops "Look out )" Steed had
managed to yell before he hit the
brakes and as the automobile rocked to
its stop, the bushes emitted the dark
and blond=haired villains,

Steed, caught as hs had begun to
leap out of the Bentley wemnt round and
round with the blond=haired gogeled
villain, blow matching blow, unable to
land 2 decisive blow,

After a quickly blocked grab for
Mrse Peel, the dark=haired villain found
himself in the rear seat, Mrs, Peel
quickly grabbed Steed?!s brolly,sumbre-
glla,sand whammed it down on the seat,
again, again, each time missing clubberw

ing the goggled villain by secant inches,
Decidedly off form probably due to the
influence of “the drugeses :

Anyways, the villdin, in a panie,
grabbed his air pistol by reflex and

Just startéd shooting at her, One hit
her in the neck, she slapped-at it, and
as he shot one more into her, then an=
other, she slowly keeled over into the
bottom of the front section of the
Bentley,

The darkehaired villain then conm
centrated his fire at John Steads As
if bitten by a mosquito, Steed slapped
at the side of his necky just before he
could polish off the now frazzled and
almost defeabed blond villain, He very
slowly sank to the ground,.

The blond pulled himself out from
under Steed and was helped up by his
confederates He handed him his cap and
pointed at the unconscious Mrs, Peel
with his air pistol,

"Ho!ll waity," he told his bedragge
led pavtner, He poimbed at Mrse Peel
again and said, "Look, you take her ae
round back to the glass factory,! And -
SO saying, he bent and fired four or (61)

five charges imbo the unsonseious John
Staeds Then we see the motarcyelist
rev up and proceed down the road, pre=
sumably with the unconseious Mrs, Peel
tucked away In the sidewcarebex, And
as we are given a close=up of Steed ly=
ing on the cecld, cold ground, we hear
the sound of the Bentleyts stately
engine being started and then the faint
sound as it disappeared irto the dise
tance, And Steed Adidn't stireees

Time has passedesee

We see the composed face of Mrs,
Peel, enchanting as usual, Morpheus
is light about her face,...

Her eyes open, After a second's
pause she slowly lifts herself to a
gitting position, She is lying fully
elothed on a rickety brass bed, and
on the bed with her is Sean lMortimer,
She md been lying with her head on
his handy He smiled up at her,

"Who are you? he finally asks,

She looks astounded at him for a
rmoment,.sthen, in dismay, puts her
hand up to her mouth, Can't she
remember???

And so we leave them there, the
pair of them sitting on the side 6f the
rickety bed, in the glass factory,
each trying to discover what it is
they have forgottenes..s With the
bare lightbulb burning steadily one..

The scene is at Mother's, inside
the room where Steed and Mother had
talked not too many hours agoe Simon
Filston is standing by the step-ladder
and Mother is in his wheelehair in the
center of the room,

"Should have been here hours ago,"
Simon dryly comuented,

With a great deal of irritation
Mother put his fob watch away againe
"I know} T know I knowlh, Mother
suickly returned, "Something's happe
enedyn

"Begging your pardon, Sir, but
what could have happened? he askeds
'Steed was merely bringing Mrs, Peel
from his apartment to here,!

"You know the business we're in,
anything can happen,™ he snappeds

"Welve had no official comtact
from Steed for nearly nine hours," As
Mother checked hér watch agein, Simon
continued: "Well, Sir, according to
regulations, we should put Stecdaes,.”

He was cut off by Mother yellingg
"Don?t quote regulations to mel I
made themi" he bellowede But then he
paused and looked decidedly uncomfoiie
able and fidgety.



.

"All righty" he repemteds "Put
Steed!s name on the suspect 1list, Warn
all agents he could be a possille
enemyt - .

"Yes, Mother,! Simon quickly rom
plieds, He scurried irto the a ternon
and ordered Burton to get cracking,

"Certaining get a‘eommnique aut to
all agents immediately," he stateds
"There!s to be a new name put upon the
suspect list M

"Whosa? Burton inquireds

"John Steed?s," he replied.

"Whatdl 7T exclajmed Tara, seated
betwixit the twos <

"Mother!s ardersy" Simon explaineds
tMother knows béshelt ’ '

UNot Steedy"® she objected, "I mean,
whatt!s he done®

"Defected to the other side,* Simon
expectantly explained, '

"You don®t know that to be a fact,
Tara angrily replied,

No," Simon admitted, "but Sean
Mortimer aid discover a traitor in the
Organisationd®

ISteed???® asked Burton,

Simen turned to him with a puritane
ical face and stated: "Even the bilgeest
of idols can have feet of claya® .

The scene is now a darkened road,
the prone body of Steed lying still in
the leaves, Lights, from an aubto, the
car pulls upe Feet appear above the
defenseless bodyee. Ihose?

But what has happened to the vibe
rant Mrse Peel? She is still at the
glass factorye.e. ’

"This is really very strange," Sean
noncommittally commentse

Mrse Peel paces to his sidee !"Cerws
bvainly a coincidenceg " she supplied,
"That we both seem to be suffering from
amnesiae!

© Sean turned around and looked at
her, very muzzleds "Whatts Amnesia?

"Tack of memory," she smiled wanly,

"Ohp" he saide Then he continued,
"Whots lost their memory?

"We-have," she returned.

U0hg!" he repeateds "Sorrys, Itd
forgotten,g"

Suddenly Mrse Peel stopped her pace
ing and snapped her fingers in exclamm
ation.

"3teedd she crieds

HSteedsse' echoed Seane

"T remember the name Steed," she
continued In a rushe

"0och," brightly replisd Seane
"That st be you then,! :

but she didn"l‘b’ sound as though she
were entirely convinced af the fact,

"How do you do," Szan politely
offered as the next conversational
ganbit.

"Aye," Mrse Peel mused,

"Now welre getting somewhere, eh™
Sean brightened,

"Hmrtne"® Mrse Pecl tried to think,

"5teed,.."" Sean began, -

YEh?* she abstractly returned.

"I remember another nams," Sean
labariously stated, !'Peel,!

His face lightened considerably
as he continued the 1mush of revelat=
ione "Peeldl That must be medt Bub
then his face darkened, "Noge..e. BUL
what about Mobhsr?™ he asked,

Y“Mother," Fmma queried,

"'T keep remembering Motheraees
Sean returned to his thoughtse

"Do you honestly think that could
be either of us? Mrs, Pesl askeds

"Well, between either of us you=-
re Stesed and I'm Peel,® But then Sean
looked about him very mich in the foge
Where do we go from hereft

Mrse Peel quickly crosses to the
only door to the area they were in and
gives a so0lid yank on the locked doore

"No way out I'm afraid," she
commented. "The doorts loc-ﬁad."

"There doesn!t seem to be any
other way out," Sean cbserwved,

WThere doesntt does therei® Mrs,
Peel stated, looking about, "You -
know I dontt agtually remember now,
but T thinke.seewWelre prisonerse!

The scene is one of fuzzinesSeees

An echoing voice cuts through the
emfealouping fcgo.o

"Took Sird' a feminine wice
supplizse

“Coming around, is he™ a mals
voice answerse The fog clears, we
see that Steedssemims his jackel, is
lying face up on an examinztion table
and a unifarmed mmwse and doctor is
commenting at him,

"Whatls your name?™ the Doctor
bluntly askse Receiving no reply from
the dazed Steedy he turrs to the very
charming Nurse, "Did you complete
the examination?™ he regquests of her,

'¥o physical injuries,! she says
and hards him a ¢lipboard,

. "Humphy" he unkindly huffse
iprobably crink," He bends rear to
Steed!s face, "What!s your name
ho demands,

Steed perplexedly stares at him -

"T must be thenee.e" Mrse Peel said,(éz)and suddenly halts bafore answering,



UTtls really very embarrassingess
But T can't rememberi" Steed observed,

"What were you doing on that coune
try lane™ the Docter nosed,

“ihat snuntry lane™ Steed asked,

The Murse looked plaintively at the
Doector, as he snorted in disdain, She -
saidg "Therets something terribly wrong,
Doctor M ‘

"One drink too many, thatls what!s
wrong with him," he observed, He busied
himself with his forms, and preecisely
commanded the Murses "Give him a sede
ative," To which task the Nurse began
to busy herself,

The Scene is back at the glass fagw
tory. lMrs, Peel and Sean Mortimer are
standing together, deep in thought, The
pair have obviously been trying teo find
a means af leaving the locked room,

“Sean sigheds "It's no good, Mrs,
Peely" he commented,

"Pecleves" A great light and a
great”’ joy light Mrs, Peelts face at that
pointy her face is transfixed with Dis-
covery, "Thatfs mell" she exclaims,
putting her hand to her chest, -

"And if yoUsees I Mean,..," Sean
tries to sort out this newly discovered
infammations "Who am I he finally
askse

"T7 she bewilderedly eehmes, But
2 1aok of determination and True Giit
comes over her exquisite features and
she dryly commentss "Nowsse I'm Emma
Peely" she asks of Sean, "Right

URight," he reluctantly zgrees,

IThen you mist beye..o! She turns
ta Sean with a great lotk of knowledge
almost within her grasp, at the tip ef
her tongue, she is about ts name Sean.,
«obut then she falters,..Againe

Back at the Hospital...e.

The Nurse is preparing the hypem
dermic in a sterilizer, vhen suddenly
Steed sees a face superimposed upon
everything in the reoms Those perfect
€yeSase That exquisite browe.s The rege’
al slant of those ehegks and ruby lips,.

Then 1t vanishes, suddenly, before
Steed can give form er name to that
vision of Mrse Peels But the vision
has left him profoundly disturbed, He
has to do something, and he obviously
won't be able to do it in some'bedesss

As the Nurse turns around, he is
able to force a warm ingratiating smile
upon the Murse,

"Feeling better, Sir?™ she inquires
of Steed, 3 .

"I would," he craaks, "if T knew -
who T wass My pocketss.." Steed (83)

makes some motion as if to check thems

"Empty," the Murse supplies,
UNothing %o tell us who you are,"

Steed penders this for a moment,
and then his face warms again in a
winning grin,

"Would you do me a great favour?
he requests af her,

"Yes™ she prompts.

"T'd like a cup of teast The
Murse grins baek in warmbth, won over
by the suave Stéedwian manner,

"0f course," she says, and immede
jately leaves to go make up some,

No sooner is she out the door
than Steed is off the table and grabs
his ceat on, grabs his shoes and yanks
his feet into’them and puts his hands
on his bevler, prier to making a very
quick getmaway, But before he can put
his shoes on, the Doctor suddenly rew
enters the room,

"Where do you think youlre going?t
he indignantly inquires, In way of
reply Steed quickly grabs him, heads
him into a nearby walr and gives him
the baot as he passes, forcing the
good Doctor to emit a muffled "Aarrr=
rgghhd" as his head makes contact with
the wall,

Having promptly dispatched the
officious Doctor, Steed proceeds with
the putting en of his shoes, when his
fingers encounter a slip of paperess

He pulled it out and slowly read
the words aloud, "Tara King.,ee 9
Primrose Crescente...!

The Scene is an lovely if oub=
landish and very med apartment, Tara
King answers the phone. We hear the
voice on the ather end quite elearly,

"Taras.." the voice starts,

"Simon?" Tara asks,

"Welve had news of Steed, " Simon
comnentss ®A man answering his dese
cription attacked a Doctor in a local
hospitale Locks as-though I was
right," he sbserves, satisfied, -

"You assume teo much, Simon,"
Tara bitingly replies, "You really
do," At which peint she hangs the
phene up and turns around to discover
herself face te face with Steed}

"Dontt movel" he whispers, "Is
your name King? Tara King? Dontt be
alarmed, I want te talk, that!s all,
Just talk,"

"I suppese you know you!re on the
Wanted 1ist™ she points out,

T knew it * Steed exclaimed,
"The way I opened that lock, as if
I'd been doing it all my lifee



I'm 2 burglarf® he agomized,. ‘

"They think youtve defected," Tara
explaineds.obut already the nﬂtlon that
much of what she was saying just wasntd
being fully absorbed,

"Defectedi? ™ Steed turned around
in surnrises Yeesddno are they™ Steed
then arked in bewildermant,

"The Organisation," Tara returnede
"Simon says youlve let Hother dovm
badlye"

"TLet Mother down??2?27" Steed cried
in swrprise sng waine "I must be a
thoroushly bad Llobi. .M

Tera sat dewngy menbally rreparing
herself for whatever it was that was
going to happen, ‘

"You are John Steed," she said,
enunciation each syllable exquismtely
and carsfully e

Steed looked back at her in sure
prise,

"Who's heP

The Sccnees.. A bottle cones
sailing out cf nowhere and joins quite
a few other btroken bottles in a melting
kilne, It 1s the glass factory,

"He loves re,..(bottle smshes)e.s
he loves me not," slowly chanbts the
ever-chaiming Mrs. Peely, "“He loves me.
(Crash!) He loves me not, {Crash})"
She pauses, 2 bebttle over her shoulder,

"Steed;. " she exclaims, revelate
ion dawvming in her eyes. MJohn Stezdt

"Me? Sean Mortimer asks, But she
starass at him without answering and he
shakes his own head negatively. '"Do
you remember whoé he is he queried,

"Uicheshumphy" she tight~lipped spat
outs More gaily, she commentedy "We
were going to & party togethere, We
were driving along...s And tlhiere was
tHo meNe. . '

"On motorbikes?™ Sean supplied, a
small measure of rembrance briefly
touching his troubled face,

A trace of dismay wreathed Mrs,
Peells face, “Welve got to find a way
out of heres,.."

But standing in the doorway was
the darkehaired motorcyclist villain,
the air pistel in his hand and a smg
look on his face,

"No chance," he stateds, "No chance
at all,® With that he exited again and
left the click of the lock as his farew
well commente

Sean and Mrse Peel looked at each
other with worried frmms and loocked
about theMeee o

"Ttm John Steed," John Steed firmly
commented to himself, The Scene was

:

in Tara Kingfs apartment, "I've
worked with Mother," he contimed,
Steed looked about quizzically and
Tara looked blank, "Therets something
missing to this.. A womani® At which
point Stesd clicked his fingers in
rscollection,

"Me?" Tara supplied hopefully,

"No," he emphatically stated,
"But therse was a womanih

The sobiime perfection of Mrs,
Pecl's flawless features rose up be-
fore Stesd again, blotting cut every=-
thing but thate He bounded up off the
ecuch in a sudden flurxy of activitye

My apaitmentl Thatls where it
all startedl My apartmerti® And so
he ran for the door, grabbed it open
and....utopped. He looked bewildered,

"ssesot’hers s my apartment?

*Donlt you remenber? Tara asked,

os Dontt you? he sallied back
al her,

RT t0ld youd You're a secret
agenty" Tara commented in a Very 1rr=
itated tons of voice, "¥our address
is restricted information}"

1Dut cowddn't you f£ind oub?" he
requested of her, She looked far a
moment as thaugh she were abaut to
refusey, but quickly gave in,

T suppose I could find it at
Mothertse..Steed?™ She war quickly
drapped in a coat by the eager Steed
and moved in the general: direction of
the apartment side €oor,

“Good," he supplied, ushering her
through the exit, “Phone me here as
goon as you have itit

"Oh welle..s" And with that she
reluctantly went out, leaving Steed to
hold dovn the apartment,

We quickly see Tara inside the
house that Mother uses as a base, She
is in the corridor cutside Motherts
rooms, Not a sounde,. Sha cracks the
door open a spetkes. NO one there,

She crosses the antercom and dip=
licates the procedurs at Mother's own
roome Against the far i1ighted wall
are a few unifarms on racks,..and a
set of files,

In a flash she has cracked open
the files and 15 rifling them for 2
speclfic names She mlls out a folder
and after opening it, takes it over
to the telephone on a laddere She
dizls e..e

And we see Steed jumping up when
the phone rings, The phone ringsS...s
Which phone? There are a half dozen

(A} in the place}









The phone ringsses. The one on
the stand? No, The red one on the far
shelf? The black french one? The ring
turns and burns and finally he turns to
the well, finds the cord and fellows it
to a pillow, underneath which is the
insistent phone,

Finally, his fifth %Hello,.." finds
himself tied with Tara,

"Steed? she asks,

"Ah§" he sighs with relief,

"I!'ve found it," she comments,

"Ce ahead," he returns, in relief,

"Right," ‘she states, "You live at
3 Stable Mews, " and Steed writes it
down on & little slip of paper, -

"3 Stable Mews," ke repeats, "Thank
you very michy; MiSSese.MisSeadt

"King," she supplies, "“Tara King.
"Byes" And thus she hangs up, And just
in time, ©She tumms around with the file
in her hands and Simon is there,

UArd vhat do you think you're doing
here?" he asks of her, She cooly turns
back to Simon, apnroaches him and hands
him Steedts file.

"He's on the wanted 1ist, isn't he?
If T'm going to help catch him, I'm
going to have to find out all I can
about him, Won!t I?" she asks, rure
innocence pouring from every pore, And
walks away from himy leaving him to put
Steed!s file awgy,

But as Tara is going through the
darkened gardens outside,.. A figure
raises an air plstol, there is the Phfft
of 1t shooting, and Tara slaps her hand
to the back ef her necke In a second
she has slumped to the groundee..

Steed arrives at his apartment, he
opens it quickly and is through inte
it in seconds, He muts down his bowler
and brolly oub of refleX,..and again he
Sees Thingse The kitehen alcove is
suddenly filled with the splendid vision
of Mrse Pesl murrying through, green and
vhite eatsuit, cup of tea in hand, The
vision fadese, He leoks towards the
couch, the pillows still in a disarray,
And again the Vision is there, those
splendid features filling all the room
before him, His overstuffed chair is
suddenly a spob of light as he turns to
it, for suddenly there is that perfect
aubwurn~haired elf,-dark blue with gold
trimmed catsuit on, making notes on a
pad, Steed wipes his hands across his
pernlexed face,

He looks towards the table and the
TIMES crossword puzzle, "Sean
Mortimer,” he slowly speaks,
dotes Mrs, Peell"

NTAQ=SC
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in surprise, "Mrs, Erma Peell

He races to his desk and grabs the
phone lying theres "I must call head=
quartersy ., it

But then he stops, phone in mide
air, doubt racing over his face.
"Whdre is headqartersm

Back at Mother's we see Tara rise
from the ground, shaking her head, In
moment:s she seems to be back at her
apartments She is preparing for a bath
and has a rebe on and her hailr up in 2
towel, The side doorbell rings and
she ansvers it, and Steed walks in,

He seems quite a ease and starts
talking to Tara irmediately on entry.

"Ah, Miss King," he supplies,
"I'm terribly sorry ta bother you
again, But I want to contact Mother,n
He turns to face her, inquiring, “Do
you have the number?t

"Steed," she says in a flat tone.
"Youlre on the wanted list,"

You told me thaty" he returned,
and turned, locking for the phone.

*Anyone on the wanted 1list turn
them in at oncey" she cooly said,
"Those are the orders,"”

"Yes,' he quiped quickly, "we'lve
been through all that, But you offered
to helps! He turned from her again,
and as he contimied sudden comprehens-
ion suddenly raced across his features,.

"Surely you haven't,.,ssforgobte
en? And as he spoke, she grabbed hinm
at the base of the head from behind,

a look of acute pain burning across
his face,

#Sorry," she said, “"but 1t!s the
riles,!

Fighting against the pain, Steed
managed to gasp a few words. "See
you are using the single=handed death
grip," he spat eut.

"0h yes,” she answered,
recommended !t

"Did your judo master teach you
the countereturn? he asked,

"Nosees" she bagan, bub then he
had dropred, tilted, lifted an am
and in a second had managed to turn
the tables en the undereclad Tara,

He put one hand to the base of her
head and pinioned her arms with his
other hand and softly spoke to hers

"Highly recommended," he commente
eds "I hate to do this to you, I just
want to sendeieyOuleeeet0ssssloep,!

She collapsed, her eyes turning up=
wards and he gave a self=gatisfied
"Hah", He places a pillew solicitoue

tTH1g

He snaps his fingers;n sly under head and then look aboute



He quickly has a flash of Inspirate
ion and finds her hipwlength Mod boots,
A quick turning upside dewn.,.and eut
flutters a slip of DPApér,

"Hotherts address o' he pleasedly
comments to himself, And mumbles, "To
go there" to himsglf as he leaves Tara
lying mrone on her apartment f1oor,

In a moment or tuo Steed is sneoke
ing through the gates of Motherts large
estate, '

As he stealthily creeps along, the
gardner rises up a pistol in his hand,
Steed kicks the gun out and quickly
hits him unconscious, He then proceeds
towards the house,

In the corridor outside the antom
room Giles, the one who had greeted him
so warmly that morning, eonfronted him
now with another pistol, Steed whipped
arcund and with one good blow laid him
quite definitely outs Tt was becoming
a rather busy nightesss

Back in Tarals apartment, she had
finally began to regain consciousness,
Everything returned to her in a rush
and as sha sat upright she exclaimeds
"Stesdt

She saw her boots on the table,
and finding them empty of slips ef pape
er, deduced that he had found Motherts
address and gone theree She ran for
her bedroom and her clotheses.

Another agent of Mother!s is in the
waiting room, and as Steed pauses to
look aroind, letting memories flood back
over him, he comes forward,

"That's far enough, Steed " But
even as he says that Steed tins his gun
into the air by knocking a miniature
cannan up at it, and then quietly baps
him with his steel=reinforced bavler,
the scund af contact making an oddly
meladious gong sound in the aire

Steed then proceeds into the next
room, There he stands, his bowler in
his hands and gazes fer a second at the
wheelwchair and its occupant sit thers
in the halfadarkened raoma

"Mother?™ he queries, as the wheelw
chair rolls slowly forward, "I'm sorry
to disturb you, I'm afraid there!s been
ay er, well, 2 bit of a mixeup."

Suddenly we see that it is not the
obese figure of Mother but Burton, the
balding instructor who had been tesching
Tara King earlier that very day, A Dis=
tol is in his hand,

1llother!s not here," Burton dryly
exvlainse "He's gone into hiding,!

"It not surprised, Mother is

Vulnerable at the best of times, And (68)

with the possibility of a traitor in
the organisationy...! Steed suppliad,

Burton stood up, pistol ready,

"T thought we'd found our traitor,"
he stated,

Outside, Tara King has arrived ot
Mother's in a rush, and is speeding
across the lawn, As she runs, she
suddenly strikes something yielding
with her feots After a doubls-take nf
some surprise, she bends dewn and dise
ceavers the body of the gameskeeper,
Quite unconseious, she discovers,

Tnsidei,. ‘Steed is talking to the
gun=wielding Burton,

"Perhaps it!'d be a geood idea to
hear me cuty" Steed pointed out,

"A11l right," Burton dryly stated,

Mell, there are gaps,' Steed very
carefully beginss "Blanks in my mem=
orys  Bui there!s ene thing I do re=
call, and that!s Mrse Peel, T was
driVing her 2loNgeaes Trying to finde..
Someuwhercyess® Steed rambled,

"You were bringing her here, for
psychiatric examination," he supplied,

"0f course,® Steed agreed., !Yes »
yese We were ambushed on the roadgh
He turns to Burton, his face frowning
in concentration. "Now there were two
menese Thatls right, And one of them
said to the obher,.. Take her to the
glass house." Steed smiled engratiate
ingly at Borton and continued,

"Well, you remember the glass
house," he added, UThat!s where we did
our basic training, The glass house}
The glass’factoryjn

"Yes," Burton agreed,
it," he addeda

"Haven!t been to the glass house
for ages, be nice seeing the eld place
againg" Steed enthused,

WYes," Burton said,

And thus they lofbses

Sedonds later Tara burst in the
door to the antercom and was about to
continue towards Motherls room when
Simon, the Learded one, pulled himself
off the floor and snapped a terse:
"Hold ity -

Steed and Burton are in a cary
driving through the nighte Sieed is
doing the driving, Burton remains very
tense by his side, holding that pistol
on him all the timge ‘

"1'm going along with you,” Burton
comments, "but I haven't bought your
story, you understand? Steed looks
at him and smiles encouraginglye 'Taka
the next left turng" Burton continues,

And at the glass factoryeese

UT remember

"lontt 1t7



Sean Mortimer ig4 in a very uncome
fortable pose indeed, and Mrs, Peel
gives him a slight pat on the cheek to
confirm his positioning,

*Youtre sure ittll work™ Sean
manages to choke out, -~

UNoy" she commentsy "but at least
1tts worth a tryet :

"But supposesses” Sean begins, bub
there 1s a noise at the door and lirse
Peel leaps inmbo action, grawbing a
Jadle for handling hot bobbles,

"Shhhhh{! she whispers, Then the
blond villain comes through the door,
his air pistol before him at the readye
He is confronted by quite a sight,

Sean stands there, mouth and face
a1l twisted, one hand-up in the air,
finger in exelamation, the othar behind
hiim in duelling pose, standing on one
foots The villajn just stands and has
to stare at this odd sight,

He stares at it just long enough,

Before he can react, Mrs, Peel has
caught him in the neck with the open Y=~
ferk of the ladle, pressed him against
the wall by the door and in a trioc of
quick, sharp, decisive karate blows,
has the surprised villain lying on the
stravecovered floore

Sean hurries over and criesj "Now
we can go outd!

Mrse Peel tries the door and finds
that it sutomatically snzpped locked
when it closed during the scuffle,

"Not quite," she informs Sean,
But then she raises her hand,..clasping
the air pistol the blond man had been
carryings She smiles misceviously.
"Bat welve got thisi®

Back at MctheriSe,ese Simon is
talking on the phoney Tara is sitting
in a chair, fidgeting impatiently, for
all the gun Simon-keeps pointed at her,

"Filton here," he explains over
the phonse "Serry to disturb you so
latee Steedls jJust 1lelt herest A
pause as noises emanats”from the phonee
UT wasn't compus montis," Simon exe
plainse "I'm not sure, Siry but it
Jooks as though hel's taken Burton with
him," Simon continuese

"1t was the cther way around{® Tara
exasperatedly explainse

Uhat?* Simon asks.

"Oocchesd Filtoni" Tara says, in
& dudgeont of tempare .

© "Oh, it seems pretty conclusive,
Sir, using Burton a¢ a hostage, Steed
mst be the traltor," Simon explains,

UHgts fired some sort of dart-at

Tara explains, her memory sweeping backe

"Miss King is confirming it,"

Simon commentas to the phone, “"Steed
fired some sort of dart....!

Tara gets to her feel and yells at
the thick~-headed Simone

"Oeohhhy" she cries in exasperation,
BTt was Burbton] Burtonts the traitorit:
And as Simon contimues to look confused,
she quickly knecks the gun aside, takes
it and starts to leaves, Then she turns
back, hands him his gun back, and quieckly
darts out the doore

BUI‘ton..a‘bhe Vﬂla.]‘n...and St’eed
approach the Glass Factory,

Tt can't be fer now," Steed says,

"Quarter of a mile or so," Burton
states without emction,

In the Gless Factory itselfe.s

On the bed 1lies the blond villain,
his back propped up against the brass
railing, He is quite unconscious as
Sean and lMrse Peel prop him up here and
theres. Sean puts his cap back on very
neatly as lrs, Peel carefully jnserts
the villaints thurb into his‘mouthe

"A2ahhbh§" she exclainms, admiring
the incongruous pose of the victimized
villain, they both smile and laugh ab
the sight,

The car pulis up to the outside of
the darkened glass factory. Behind them
sane miles or so awgy yet, is the faste
approaching figure of Tara King, her
Europa sports car whirling down the
darkened roadsa.

Steed turns to Burton as he begins
to open the door of the halted autoa’

tYour directions were faulbless,"
Steed sayse "Which I must say is sule
prisinge I dont't think I'd have rem=
embered how to get herec! There is now
an icy tone in his voice as he continuese
1Ttts an awful long time since we used
this places Before you joined the Ore
ganisation, as a matter of facte Re=
markable you should know it so wells"
Steed is smiling, Burton is tHirned to
cold chilling Ices "“When did you defect
to the other side, Burton? Steed asks,

Burton gets out and motions Steed
to exit alsos They walk towards the
glass factory itself,

UT suppsse Sean found out you'd
defectedy" Stoed continued, "And then
you used sana sort-of drug against him,!"

"That!s right," Burton smilede

Mhy didn't you kill him?™ Steed
coldly asked,

"y killing would have stirred up
too much too soon," Burton infarmed hinme

me that makes you lose your memory," (69) "Besides my orders were to test the



drug. T6 warkeds It mrases the menere
iesy" he enthusiastic®lly added,

"Only temporarily," Steed pointed
st -
"Well, it varies fram person to

persén, And accerding %o the doge
usedy "Burton eontimied, "But it's
close ts perfection, Bub youlyre right,
A bullet erases the memory completely,"
Burton happily qualified,

"Carl,.." he called, "Carld" he
cried again, Then amilingly gpeaking,
he motioned tewards a decrepit section
of the factory, "“Looks like I'11 have
to do the job myself, Therels a well
over there,® he supplies, :

"Gnod place to hide the body,"
8teed wanly replies,

"Very good place," ‘Burton agracs,
But as they pass a wall, Steed whips
arcund and sends Burton and the gun
flying in opposite directions., The
fight is on.., But what of the other
two villains?

The dark-haired villain slowly
enters the room where the prisoners are
being kept,

He stops..sand sees his companion
on the beds..sitting up,.swith his big
thumb stuck in his mouthy He stops and
staresy, quite amazed.

It is at that moment that Mrs,
Peel and Sean swing into action, Her
first rush disarms the villain, but he
quickly reboundse Sean is bounced back
by the villain, Mrse Peel tries for the
pistol she had captured earlier, Soean
rushes the villain,..and gets the dart
intended for the villain in the side of
his face,

Off he goes to dreamland again....

Vrse Peel pounces on the villain
asle‘tries far his'gun, It is kicked
away, they scuffle, she threws him off
to one sides She attacks and is thrown
away with a hefty blew, but she reo=
bounds and kicks the villain against a
far wall,e

He stumbles on the floor in getting
ta his feet...and he espies the glass
ladle, a long iron peles

He rises to his feet with it in
his hands, :

lirse Peel checks her rush, Her
full atfention is on the appreaching
villaing

He advances slewly, moving the
iron pole with careful twitches, all of
Mrse Peell's attention is on that long
iron pOleocuo

Qutside Buiton manages to come ine
side Steed's arms and lands a solid

blow on Steeds Reeling back, Burton
grabs a plank and bursts it acress

Steedls bowler=ciad head, Steed goes
down, in a lump, :

Burton pauses for a second, his
breath eoming in short pantse, He sees
the open well nearby and bends over to
grasp Steed by his-lapels,

With a crunch, Steed arosses a
right to Burton!s jaw, Steed had bveen
simply niming unconsciousness,

Steed Pollows up the grogey Bure
ton with one Jab after another and fine
ally doubles him up end then straighte
ens him up again in a classiec one=two,

Burton slowly sinks to the d@brisw
littered ground, just another plece of
garBage on the ground,

Inside Mrs, Peel backs away from
the villain, Sean'wanders about a bit
in the backeground, the villain slowly
advances towards her,

He takes a SWingo;co Another!

He swings arourd, down, then in a wide
circle,

Thatts all Mrs, Peel neededy

She steps in quieldy and kicks
him in the stemach, and as he quickly
folds, hits him in the head with her
knee, The iron bar goes flying,

The villain dazedly retreats, and
Mrse Peel has quickly picked up the
iron bar herself, now}

The villain backs up, Mrse Peel
very loosely approaches at a soft walk,
He stands there,.esand she tosses the
iron bar inte villain!s ocutstretched
hands.

He looks amazedly at the weapon
and as he looks back up at Mrse Peel
she takes one quick step farward and
very calmly and deliberately lets him
have a right cross right between the
glazed looking eyes}

There is a soft twitter of music
as he collapses to the ground in slow
stages,

Outside Tara King has driven up
in her Europa.

Inside the blonde man has awakenw
ed and somehow realized that all-was
loste He bolted up from the bed, cap
flying away, and dashed through the
spen door before Mrs, Peel could stop
him in his flight,.

He dashes out the door and is very
quickly running across the fields,..at
the parked Buropa and Tara Kinge

As he mms past, she swings her
pwrse in g gramxl arc and belts him full
in the face with it, He stops very

(79) suddenly,..and smiling, collapsess









Such a beautiful smile]

Steed observed the man ruming and
eouldnit have eaught him, He puts on a
very pazzled expression,,.which slowly
tarns to a smile, Tara carefully rew
moves a brick fram her pursed She smiles
soyly baslkg

Then, behind Steed; the recurbent
Burton hastily scrambles to his feet,
Steed is by the deory too far away,
looks as if Burton will make it He
runs for h:.s Calenns

It

Eut Mrss Peel has Just emerged from .

the innards af the glass factory, an air
pistol in her hand," She sees Burton
making a run for it, quickly braces here
self against the door Jamb and fires one
quick shot at Burton, A hitl

Burton slaps his necky he pulls
open the car door, pulls it shut and..s.
sits therey wondering what it was that
he had been going to do.

Mrse Pcel leans nonchalantly upon
the door jarb, twirling the air pistol
in one hand as Steed sidles up to her
all beatific smiless Tara King walks
up to the fargettful Burton in his car
and is quite amazed herself,

TAmazing thing§' enthuses Steed to
Mrss Peels "He had a head start on me,
nothing to stop him getting away, and
suddenly, he dicn!'t get awaye®

Mrs, Pecl smiies mysteriously and
guips, "T think he forgot toe

Inside she contimies twirling the
air pistol whilst Sean walks around 1n
cireles in the background,

M oecehnd speaking of forgetiing
Mrse Peel continuesy "Jjust to remind
Meeses A wistful and then mischeveus
expression passes over her faee as she
leans closer to Steed and leans towards
his afxm, ",,.Are you the man who,.."
siie whispers in that ear, the last tiree
words inaudiblesssebub what she said,
according to one lip~reader is.,."Sleeps
with me?®

A great smile crosses Steed!s faes
and he turns to her, both silently laughw
ing amd returns, "I*m afraid so,"

They both laugh with each other,

a momeny of tenderness betwixit theme
Sean has noticed them together
there and comes over to theme He begins
very earnestly, confused urgency in his

Toicae

It ts very Imporbtamt,” he begins,
"T mst tall somebodye... There'!s a
‘braitor.. . .In the Organisat-ior‘.-.. .."

She turns to Steed inguiringly and

theu turns to Searns "And who are you?t
Sean almost & swerse..and then looks (73)

very confused indeed as Stesd and Mrs,
Pecl burst into open laughter,

We leave them there, laughinge...

The next we see are headlines on
a morning- papery Steed 4is talking on
the phoney a wistful smile on his
eragly faee, The papers reads

PETER PEEL ATIVE

Alr Aae Found In Amazonian Jungle

wife emma waits

An unexplainable look crosses
Steed's face then, as if an entire
lifetime of memories were all crowding
through his mind in-an instantts time,

UY¥es," he says, "Ilve seen the
morning's paperse Yes, it looks as
thaugh I'1l be needing a replacement,
As soon as possible, You knew my
tastes, T'11 trust your Judgement !
And with that he lets down the phone
very gently, sadness outlining his face,

Through the door bursts,..the
beautiful Mrse Peel, resplendent in a
Yellow pamts suite She begins, "Steed,.
esof' and then stops stock still, She
espies the paper lying on the deske

"Youtve seen the newspopers,!
she slowly eomments, Steed softly
smiles at this vision and comments a
noncormittal, "Yes,"

She crosses to the desk and very
quiekly picks up the paper lying there,
Steed sadly smiles at her and at the
paper there in her hands, With the
very faintest trace of a quaver in her
1ilting Yorishire voice Mrs, Peel mane
ages to comment, “"Trust him to make a
dramatiec reappearance.! She turns te
amile wanly at Cteed as she finishes,

"Found in the jungle," she almost
gayly blurts oute Steed manages a
broad smile and quips back,

"In the Amazonian Jungle,! he
very broardly enthuses, as if to point
out how very gauche it 1s this season
to be found in that parbticular jurnels.

She shakes her head, '"Wholly}
ghe slangs backt,

"Ridiculous," Steed clmuckless

But then she drops the paper like
g hot stons and twirls quickly to the
far wall, Steed remains where he is,
the sadness returning,

"Theyfve flown him back,! Mrs,
Peel quickly adds., "He'!ll be picking
me un in a few minutese Her hard is
to her lips and Steed looks away Lfron
here |

"Heore? he manages to ask,

What 1is there to say. He turns
tA her as she walks slowly closers


sm51.es

Hesltantly, yet quickly, she
glantes up 2t Steed and places her right
hand on his chest, Her lips npurse npan
and quavers, oShe leans slightly fore
ward, her guavering voice held in sheek
by her will of iren, She halfesmiles
at Steed, her cheeks roanding under
that enforced grin,

tAlweys keép your bowler on in -
bimes of stress," she softly enjoins,
very softly and very huskily, Her faece
saddens and she leans infinitisemly
g8losere She comes closer yet and praete
ically whispers in his ear, her voice
very husky and nearly inaudible,

"And wateh aut for diabolical
masberminds,! she whispers,

Eyeball bto eysball he manages to
statey, "I'l1 rememberas s’

Hair flowing in an avburn swirl af
fire, eyes closed, Ste:d stands there,
not trusting himself to spesk further,
Mrs, Peel leans doser yet, eyes still
closed and she very quickly and very
very softly places a very meaningful
kiss upon his cheeks Just one.

Then she rushes away from him,
her face strained,

Steed's eyes quaver even if his
face does not, his veice is even and
steady as he calls to her-as she begins
Yo lcavee She is smiling, a last smile

- for the pair of them to share together

and to hold in their memoriese She
turns towards hima
"Puma?? he softly askse She locks

inquiringly at hin, Then she realizes
that he has called her by her first
nanese ]

UThanks," he dryly says, his lips
tightening, his whole face turning te
iron, a mask ef irons She looks infine
itely sadly tewards him and then rushes
through that deor withoub looking baek,

% * *

Mrse Peel hurries down the stairs
and sees the very very medishly elad
figure af Tara King soming in threugh
the front portal, Tara is elad in hipe
length Umber=aoloured doots, a very
micrea~mini=skirt, V=eut frent and an
enermous fox stole/boa, She hesitantly
comes through the foyer and is en the
first step when Mrs, Peecl arrives at
the fifthe '

N"Excuse me," Tara begins, a 1laok
of seme doubt on her faces "Apartment
37 she askse Mrse Peel quiekly smiles
down at her, and then points with one
slender finger upwards, locking tewards
the apartment she had just vacated,

(7%)

"At the top eof the stairs," she
explains te Tara,

*Thanks ," Tara replies and then
the pair of women sidle pvast each
sthery AL the bettom of the stairs
rse Feel hesitates and turns baehk
towards the elimbing figure of Tara,

"YhhiMeee" she elears her throat,
and Tara looks back at her, MHe likas
his tea stirred antiwcleckwise," Mrs,
Peel explains, imltating the stirring
9f a spoon in a eup,

Tara eonfusedly mimes the motlon
and Mrs, Peel repeats it, shaking her
head yess And she turns away againe..s

Upstairs Steed is looking out his
apartment windew, through those gaugze
eurtains, He watehes Mrs, Peel advanee
te a new Jaguar, Beside it standSe..e
Steed???? Or at least the very medel-
rf Steeds Bewler, impeegable clothes,
brolly, the refined manner in whieh he
extends his arm ta Mrs, Pgel and seats
her in the spenstep Jag and then very
quickly hurried te the driver's seat,
without once showing his face to Steed,
Steed stares askance at the remarkable
resemblances

A roar and then, hair streaming
we see a closeup of Mrse Peel gazing-”
aderirgly at the driver ef that auto,
hapoiness written oever her entire face,
They busy down the read, and she turns
to look up at Stsed!s apartment, and
she lesughs, as if at a mrivate joke,
radiant in this moment of reunione

Exit laughingess.

The deor in Steed's apartment
opens and he whirls, There stands the
med besomy figure ef Tarae.

tMother sent me," she dryly says
te the stockestiill Steed,

"Rawboomediwhay " he enthusiast=
ically shouts, raising his arme

She looks quizzieally at him,
"Steed?! she wonders, wondering if
there were samething wyang with hims...

Tt is THE END.

€ut te Chesterfield 101 comereial,
0ldish woman prissily speaking, a tone
of dlsappreval in her-voice,

"Well," she says, "I hops they'll
both be very happye"

..ol.‘*"‘e’“.ooooo.

«This seript, eopied fram tape dY
Dennis O, Kawiskl, with the aid
of fallible human memory, the
very cemplete Schultzfile ef fetms
from the shew and a great deal of
admiration for the leveliest
woman in shar businesse e
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There are simply too meny sinilore
ities, unintentional or otherwise, bew
tween the two series of "Secret Agent®
and "The Prisonert, not to warrant some
tyoe of discussion on it,

Both concern similar ideas; adventw
ure, espicnage and conflict, In fact,
one can easily.argue that one is mevsly
an extension of the other, as w3ill be
explained later, But the most important
similarity is the main character in both
series w = John Drake ‘in Secret Agent
and the 'mameless! No, 6 in The Prisoner
series. Now, the fact that both obviouw
sly worked for the governament is not
thati important, It!'s just that both
have similar characteristics, I'or both
are exceptionally wellwrounded persons,
No. 6 contirmally working out on high
bars and punching bags and that strange
trampoline setwups Drake was a karate
experv and handled himself rem-~rkably
well with swords ("I 8an 6nly OIifer Tou
Sherry' »1965), occassionally displayed
some outstanding feats of athletics
("That's Two Of Us Sorry" =~ 155L), and
strength ("Youlre Nst In Any Treuble,
Are You?! = 1965)("The Man On The Deacht
~1965), and also was able to take 2 good
deal of punishment and yet rebound with
renewed ferocity ("Not So Jolly Rogex' =
1966)("Sting In The Tail' « 195L), On
the other side of the cain, both Drake’
and Namber 6 quote poetry on occasion
("Hammer Into Anvil'=-1967), Hand in
hand with physical prowess is a phenome
enal stubborness all too apparent in
every episode of The Prisoner, Once he
has a goal, everything is chonneled to
attain its this is more or less taken
for granted in Secret Agent, wherse bag=
ically no woman would distract him,.
(There are altogether too many exampléz
of this to bear mentioning,) However,
probably the most blatent similarity
between the two is an independence that
is almest tangible in both shows, Ne.

6 1s essentiallya loner, .sometimes, for-
ced by necessity, since no one in The
Village can be trusted, McGoohan calls
Drake "the mysterious stranger" wha
comes alene to do his job, Both char-
acters are bachelers living in fairly
small but comfortable apartments, Rub
besides this essentially externmal point,
the most remarkable aspect iz ene far
mere internal, Both are so independent
that they find it qiite natural and
acceptable to question their superiers
and even do what they feel, In Drakels

case, this resulted in taking and fin- (T7)

Ishing assignments on his own hook
¥tA Reom In The Basoment" o 196kL)
("Whatever Happened To George Foster?
« 1964)s And, at times, even mouthe
ing off to his superiors ("The Huntir,
Party" « 1666)(%"Dangerous Secret! -
1555)("The Outcast! = 1565), In re~
Lferences to Nae 6!s vague and ambigu -
sus past, one of his superiors remark-
ed {("Many Happy Returns"-1567) that Il
(Nos 6) could e M“very sceptical® on
ccecasion, implying that he never took
anything for granted from his super=
iors, Tle various Noe 2!s considered
him t6 be thelr most imvortant intern
there, which might irdisate that he
was a very important agent indeed,
And afso both Nee 6 and Draka share a
common habit, that of finger snapping
whilst walkinge

Whieh leads me to at least sine
cerly believe that ye're dealing with
the same character,.that of Draks
and Noe 6 being one and the same.
There are some obviocus argaments far
this statement, Ore is that the same
actor is playing both parts for the
sana .production company (T,T.C.).
Both apartments look similar and the

* office of both superiors are not

strikingly difféerernt, To further
illustrate this, I wonld lile to
point out 2 pretty strong linking
point between two episodes: "Yestere
dayts Enemies" = 156k, and "Arrivall
- 1967, the first Prisorer segment,
Drake's ordiginal assignment in
"Yesterday!s Enemies" was to apprehe
end the source of a security leak in
Beirut, But vhen it was discoversd
that the suspected man, John Brett,
a distinguished oil magnate, was
merely passing en ififiormation suppos=
®dly in the service-of his gevernment
to yeb-another Britisher, Edwin
Archer, a retired British agent who
was actually ruming an independent
spy network, Drake was forced to
wait fer orders from ILondon. UWhore~
upen a Irepresentative! from London
arrives to bake Archer back to the
city of London to stand ttrialf,
What really occcurs is that the tre~
presentative! is merely an assassin
whoe kills Archer Wy erder of the
london office, Drake wmas so infur~
iated that he explained what hapvaned
actually te Archer!s wife, Whddh
London had instrueted-him not to do.
In the clesing scenes, Drake stands
in Admiral Hobbs! office, Obviously



pretiy bltter about the entire affair
and leaves in an angry state,

Now, is it not stretching the imag
ination only a little bit if we irmeds
lately cut to the beginning of The
Prisoner? The trip to the office,
MeGochan handing in his resignation to
the background of crashing thunder?
Certainly nob, Considering the fact
that in the "A, B And C" episode Noe 6
claims that he left the service as a
matter of mrinciple, this would tend to
bolster the argument.

However, in all fairness, I have to
admit that there is ab least one glaring
argument against this, As with the rest
of The Prisener, Nos 6's previous life,
his name, is pretty well kept secret,

As 1f McGeohan did not want to play up
a similarity between the two, ANd bew
Sides, one whole episode ("Do Not Fore
sake Me, Oh My Darling" = 1967) told us
that Noo 6's last assignment before his
disappearance was the search for a
missing scientist who had preferred ta
disappear than finish perfecting a-
mind-transference device, However,
this personally does not satisfactore
ily explain the 'matter~ofefact! exe
planation for his resignation,

Oh well, I do think that this was
written this way to point out that a
similarity between the two characters
wasn!t the main point of The Prisoner,
But rather the question of Goverrment
versus Individualism,

There 1s one final similarity
that I would like to mention that
Just cant't go unnotieed,

Anyone whe watehed with any
regularity Secret Agent may very
well recall a very strange and fante
astic episode entitled "The Ubiquitw
ious Mre Lovegrove" - 196L, In it
Drake has a nightmare after an auto
accidenty Well, I camot help but
point out that'The Girl Who Was
Death" seemed to be patterned after
Lovegrove in that all ef the strange
nonsensical events were explained by
one very small scene at the end, In
Lovegrove, Drake regains tonseiouse
ness and sees that he is being ine
Jected and is on a stretcher, In
"The Girl Who Was Death" the camera
pans to The Village storybook and
Nos 6 telling the children to go to
bed, Cé&nfused as any viewer must
have been up till that point, one
should have realized that it had to
be either a dream or a story within
a story, since not ence was The
Village shown at any time throughe
out, (And The Village never had an
Amusement Park,)

«Drewy Simels-

Editerts Nete#* If my memory serves me cerrectly, did net the young lass
once engaged te "No, 6" refer to him just ence as Carl?
This was alse from "De Not Forsake Me, Oh My Darling®,
but T do not have a tape of that shew and thus camet
state with eertainty either way, Dses anyone oul there
have a recording of that partieular shaw, and can tell
me what she said,..1f anything?

(78)
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Editorts note: This tidbit was written before the last of the Prisoner showings

in the United States,

And before some beady-eyed type had finally

discovered }rs. Peel's maiden name.

Amazing,

T and my brother Richard (die=hard
Rigg digger hes: he will not even watch
the Tara King episodes) had the same
1dea about Mrse. Peel somshow arriving
in The Village, right after viewing the
very first eplisode of THE FRISONER,

The same idea that the editor of this
rag did, What was Mrs. Peells maiden
name and what was #61s real name and is
there any connection? Careiul obsexrvate
ion of Tara King's apartment has proven
additionally mind=blowing,

What is the symbol of The Village?
A Penny~Farthing bicycle, the one with
the exceptionally large front wheel,
And what is hanging on the wall of Tara
Kingts apartment? Uh-Mihgaee

Tara King is an agent of The Ville
ag6 conspiracye.

Imprcbable? Let us consider a few
items, What 1s the probability that
only a short while after Steed just
happened to meet Tara King, the deceasw
ed (supposedly) Peter Peel would sudde
enly turn up in the Brazilian jungle?
The proximity ef the two sccurrences
strains credulity.

Items Steed has, in the past,
demonstrated familiarity with other g
gents, often recognizing them on sighte
("Escape In Time": "That's Tubby Benson.
He's on our sides,") Thus, it seems
strange that Steed did not recognize
Tara King and already know her name,
Remember that, in the "Forget=Me=Knst!
episcde, Steed knew the name of every-
one at Headquarters == except Tara King,
T Is Tara King an agent of whoever
it is that runs The Village, a person
who was sent to infiltrate Motherts
agency? Note that she took definite
steps to get Steedls attention, First
of all by knecking him down, suppesedly
because she mistook him for her target
(was she faking? Knocking him down
deliberately?)., Then, second, she a=
ffected a pose of being attracted to
Steed ("I'm sorry. I was staring,!),
But was very stiff and uncenvincing
about being turned en by Steed, Obv=
iously she was faking,.

Did the Village want Mrs, Psel
remaved and replaced with one of Their
Owun Agents? If so, why?

The possible answer which occurred
to me was mind=boggling,

(80)

What is Emma Peel'!s maiden name?
Mrs, Peel i1s quite tajll, Her
hair is auvburn, We know nothing about

her famdly or the extent of it other
than that Daddy died and Jeft her a
nice bundie, Does she have a brother?
If so, he would 1ikely be tall and
have dark red hair,

There is a well-known agent who
is tall and "hath a lean and hungry
look" (6 foot, 3) and has dark red hair
indeed,

Before she married, what was Emma
Peel's name? Was it,..Emma Drake?

Now, let us consider the inhablim
ant of The Village about whom the most
is known, He is never referred to as
anything but Number Six, yet even the
most cazual inspection of him resulis
in immediate recognition, He is eith-
er Sacret Agent John Drake or a doube-
le of incredible similarity, Tt is
definitely known that Mumber Six is a
former Secret Agent, It may, there-
fore, safely be assumed that Number
S5ix is, in fact, John Drake, Z&nd
John Drake (ahdl Number Six) has rmumere
ous characteristics which we would ex=
pect of a brother of Emma Peel.

We know that They are keeping
Drake prisonsr in The Village in hopes
af breaking him and obtaining infor=
mabions What bebter way to break him
down than by bringing a clese relate
ive == such as a sister -~ to The
Village and threatening phys ical and
mental violence against his kin?

Ard, at the same time, by replac=
ing Emma Pegl == or Emme Drake -- with
their own creature, Tara King, they
can keep Steed under clese observation
at all times, After all, with John
Drake gone, Steed 1s easily the greatw
est secret agent in England (there is
that Bow fellow, of course, but we
understand that he is retiring and
changing his name to Sean Comnery).
Steed is consequently the man most
dangerous ts Them and their internate
ional Conspiracy. Obviously it is
internationak, scooping up agents
from every nation in the world, the
way it does,

Consider: Peter Peel supposedly
perished while testing a plane, In no
previous reference to this accident



has the locale over which he was flying
been noted, Yet, surely the flying of

a British test airplane over Brazil
wuld have been umisual, and we would
have heard some such statement as "His
plane disintegrated in midair over the
Brazilian jungle," rather than simply
"His plane disintegrated in midajr
That Peter Peel's being discovered in
Brazil was urmusual is indicated by Mrs,
Peells statement at the end of the
"Forgetelle=Knot", when she said, "He
turned up in the jungle, the Bragilian
Jungleossthatts like him," implying that
her msband!s tuming up there was rathe
or unusual, Bl

If Peter Peel is a fake, they why
did They make their task of hoodwinking
Steed and Mrs, Peel more difficult by
having their bogus Peel turn up in Braze
i1? Yet they could have done little
different, If Peter Peel's plane was
lost over England, they could not very
well have their fake appear on the ise
lands It is too small, And, as an ex-
cuse for not having sent at least a post
card, he would have to be "found® in an
uncivilized spote Thus, the Brazilian
Jungle where Peter Peel, after being
"lost" for three years, suddenly breaks
surface, "They very likely expected
Mrse Peel, a young bereaved widow, would
be too overwhelmed with joy to stop and
question how Peter Eeel could have gotte
en to Brazil, :

This, is true, is where they made
their first major mistake,

For no flower prone to wilt is our
Emma gal, Her shrewd mind probably
went into high gear immediately.

Less than a year previously (per-
haps slighkly more: the time that John
Drake or Number Six has been in The
Village is difficult to estimate)her
brother had mysteriously disappeared,
Mrs, Peel is hardly the type to say
que sera, que serae She would have made
inquiries, And the appearance of her
husband ~= and in Brazil «- so6 soon
after the disappearance of her brother
would arouse both her curiousity and her
suspicion,

As for Steed, a hardened, intelliw
gent agent, would he fail to be suspice
ious when this new agent, whom he has
never geen before, makes such an sbvious
bid for his attentioni and in such a
clumsy fashion? Both Steed and Mrs,
Peel, whether or not they have hereto=
fore turned up any clues that peint to
the international Village conspiracy,
would surely find the unusual Juxtapes=

ition of circumstances verrrrrrrrrrrrry781)

it erestingy It is, therefore, diffic-
ult to resist the conclusion that the
Dashing Duo are aware that Foul Play is
afoot}

Consider that parting scene, Would
not Steed have been considerably more
bereft by Mrs, Peells departure if she
were, in truth, leaving for good to be
with her husband, There is the stiff
upper lip tradition but there are limits
even to that, There is the possibility
that Steed was considerably moliified
by Tara King!s arrival, %his hewever,
can safely be discounted,

We have cbserved in "The Curious
Case Of The Countless Clues" one of
Steed!s old girl friends, the thorcughw
bred aristocratic Janice Flanders, In
appearance, she was q ite similar to
Emma Peel, Tara King is simply net
Steed's type, obviously,

Therefore, Steed’s not being upset
can most sabisfactorily be explained by
the assumption that he did not consider
the parting to be permanent == that Mrs,
Peel was simply leaving on arother case,
In fact, Mrs, Peel advised Steed to ale
ways keep his bowler on in times of
stress (a reference to the possibility
of a blow from behind, from someons who
was suppesedly going to be his aidae?),

Has Steed guessed that Tara King
Is a double agent? 1Is he operating
with her in order to allay Their sus~
pieion and also Yo keep an eye on her,
lest she harm the organisation? And
keeping her alive until the time comes
for her to reveal all she knows of The
Village conspiracy?

Steed and Mrs, Peel have, in the
past, often split up to work on separate
facets of a case, But they have always
attacked the same case similtanecusly,
Can it be shy different now? Cbvicusly
Mrse Peel has gone with the man who
(el tered by plastic surgery, no doubt)
claims to be her husband, fully aware
that she is going into a trap., And
squally ebviously, Steed has stayed bee
hind, fully aware that his new assiste
ant is a double agent, Appearances to
the contrary, the Dashing Duo has not
been torn asunder and the two are epel's
ating together against what mey well
prove to be their most formidable advere
Sary,

Admitbtedly, one flaw exists in my
reasoning, Tara King harself, The
ldentified agents of The Village that we
have seen have been efficient = almost
superimmanly so, Yet, Tara King appears
to be somewhat less than bright, If,
however, we examine the recerd more



closely, we find that the slumsy Miss
King is capable #f eperating quite offew
iciently when her 1life is in danger and
is busy repellirg all enemles, This
contradicts her lacklustre appearance
to such an extent that we are driven to
conclude that her unprepessessing appe
sarance is merely a pose, a sham, She
is actually a conssious agent of the
international Village censpiracy, and
quite a deadly sne too,

Where is Mrs, Pesl now? In The
Village, obviously, now under a mmbér
rather than a name, prévaring to bore
from within as soon as she Joins forces
with her brother, John Drake, or #6.

Will Steed, at some time in the
near future, truss up his treacherous
essistant and apply the thumbscrews
in order to learn the lecation of The
Village? Will he then attack from
without as Emma Psel and Brother John
Drake storm the establishment from
within, their 6ollective puissance
tringing down the whole shebang like -
badly stacked house of cards?

Maybe this will prove out to the
longest example eof purely spacious
reagoning since Willllam Baring-Gould
"proved' that Nero Wolfe was the grande
son of Sherlock Holmes and Irene Adler,
"The Womar" of Canon fame, Maybe,

Only time will tell,

MRS, EMMA KNIGHT PEEL

wHank Davise

~by Lohr McKinstry-

Frma Peells maiden name was Knight,

In the may 16, 1

episode of The Avengers, titled "The Houge That

Jack Bullt", scripted by Brian Clemens, this fact is revealed., In the
episode, you will recall that Emma is induced to enter a computer=controlled
room im an old house...one with literally no escape, After being subjected
to nightmarish tortures of the mind, she manages to make hash of the lopis
centers of the diabolically-eriented computer and saves herself anyways.

In the room from which she seemingly camnot leave, there is a clesed circuit
TV monitor, Newspaper headlines are flashed on the screen, and the first of
them readst “Widow of Test Pilot Takes Over Knight Industries = Result Of
Fatherts Death's The second goes like thigs "Prefessor Kellar Of Knight
Electronics Discharged For Ineompetence,® Finally the last, "Emma Knight

Peel 80lls Knight Industries,"

Having revealed the motive, the rest of the segment is devoted to the
revenge Profy Keller intends to reap for Mrg, Peel!s firing him, It turns
out that Keller is long dead and his body is sealed in a large glass cubes
His Computers are simply carrying out his programmed commands, When Emma
finally sabotages The Machine and everything blows apart, so does ths cube.

But the eplsode proves without doubt that before she became the villaine
smashing Mrse Emma Peely she was just Miss Emma Knight,

L3 .-

- Lad

Editorial comments DammitdThough legic be agin mey I much do prefer the
heroically romantic notion of Mrs, Pesl and MNumber Six
taking apart The Village sbone by stone, #sigh® Is
there no justice in the world?
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BEYOMD BELIEF 1is a semi-documentary study
of that abominable series

of sexually eberrated murders knovn 2s
the Moors Murders, concerning a mmber #f
people like little klds, The murderors,
Tan Erady and l'yra Hindley used to wateh
THE AVENGERS during the Cathy Gale days
far the sight of Honor Blackman in her
kinky leather suits,

I could think of better endorsemenis,

Sti11, as Alfred Hitchceck remarked
upon hearing that a doublesmurderer had
comitted his second crime after seeing
tgsycho'ty "Ard what did he do before the
first murder? Drink a2 glass of millks$!

Whilst sAme professional bleeding
hearts contime to berate violence on the
telly, T keen remembering thrt the culturw
ed intellectuzlism of the Victprian era
created Yrres, Verdun and Belleius No
sincle thing can be responsible for sick=
Tiesses like Tan Brady or Marshall Hzig,

End of soapw-baXe.

S

The following is a AB™C, Ltd, off=

icial release on the early AVENG RS,

FIIE OME: BACKGRCUNY TO  Exhilirating,
OFERATION AVINGIR surprising and
popular, How

did it all begin? The first series went
on air" in Jamary, 1961, with Ian Hendry
and Patrick MacNee as amateur and orofe
essional undercover men (Conscience and
Cymicism?) in hot mursuit ef villainy,.
ifter a year it was grounded by the
achor!s, strike, In May 1962_, a new series
~tie Tfirst in the now familiar formate

wert into production with Honor Blackman’
as a glamorous new version ef ronscience,
and Patrick MacNee as an even more sharpe
ly drawn avenger, It was screened in a
26-37eek season that ended in March 1963,
Sirre then another series of 26 episcdes
has been in production at ABC-TV!s
Taddington Studics.,

Usually it takes several months
a telavision seriss to make any real
pression on public tashe; for its own
particilar flavour to be 2bsorbed as Tt
of the pomlar f£clk lore, But to the
¢elight of all who have had a hand in
getiing THE AVEHGERS Ifirmly fixed as a
favourite Saturdsy night adventure hour,
it's early success was a striking ex~-
eeption,

Two of the contritutery factors to
this sucecess = and to the fact that THE
AVENGERS has new grown into a Ireve! -
heve besen the complete dedication and
lavely enthusiasm of Patrick lMacNee and
Honor Blaclman, Despite workirg a seven
day week for months on end (ard aften
rehearsing two shows at once), both
stars have sacrificed a pgreat deal of
their limited 'aff! time to activities
that help build the show, They throw
themselves inte judo and gymnastic-
sessions to train for their fights,
strnd by for endless costume fittings,
and bacome involved in daily script
discussions with the producer, directnrs
and writers., On top of this they also
manage to f£it in all the personal
appearances and press interviews whdhh
their pomularity has brought in its
wake,

The team behind THE AVENGERS are
Just as keen, They see thelr nregram.s
as a punchy, well=laced brew of the old
thriller formulag an up-towthemminmite
shake=up of a cocktail that has delight-
ed high and lowbrow ever since it 2<
first devised, They relish its bizevrrs
tongue~in~cheek quality, and refuse %
treat it seriously -~ except in their own
terms; as an hour of slick, sophisticat-
ed and highly entertaining melocdrara
dane in a light mamner and great skille!

e

™
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HON'R BIACKMAN REPORTING Unlike-Patried
MacNee, I'x a
native Londoner through and throughs =
was born heres, went to school here amd
trained as an actress here ~ at the
Cuildnzll School af Music and Dramse
Starting out as an actress car be a
frighteningly frustrating experience fob
a young girl, so I count my early break
as an understudy in the West End prade~
uction of "The Guinea Pigh" as a slice



of enormous good luck, It led to a film
and eventually to a eontract writh the
Rank Organisation that gave me a chance
of playing a whole host of good narts,
Unfortunately though, most of these were
of the sweet, fairwhaired English girl
varietys, So when the opportunity of playe
ing a character like Catherine Gale eame
ny wey, it was like a breath of fresh air,.

The first few weeks were extremely
difficult, For a time I wondered if I
hadn!t perhaps bitten off more than T
could chew, But then, with the enthis=
iastic supvort of my msband, Maurice
Kaufmann (vhom I'd married six mort hs
before), I began to cope with the task of
licking Cathy into the beginnings of what
she is nowe, Everybody had ideas of what-
she was going to be like., And all of s,
including Leonard White, who wes then the
nroducer, wondered how the mblic ware
going to receive this twayecut! woman who
was starting to evolve,

As far as‘we were concernedy the more
she took shace, and the more our imsge of
her crystaliised, the more we liked her,
Imagine our extra delight then when we
found dhat people were thrilled by her
way-outness = were sven prepared to take
more,

I have now grown to live with = and
love = Cathy Gale, Projecting her image
on the TV screen has, I am certain, help-
ed the adjustment of public opinion %o
the acceptance of women as equal partners
in 1if Ce-

FORTRAIT OF CATHY GAIE 'ith her leather-
' Jerkin, bresches,
and thigh«high boots, Cathy Gale is a
symbol of the jet=age waman, But she is
not all fashion-setter and sleek glamour
girls Under the cool and avantegarde
exteriar hides an intelligent, forthright
and completely capable woman, As the old
saying goess "There are no flies on hery!

Unlike Steed, she is not a preofessw
lon2l undercever agent, But her existe
ance is knowm and accepted by Steedis
superiors and from time to time thay cail
upon her to assist them in a case, In
actual fact = or in this case fiction =
she 1s a professional anthronslozist whe
returned to this country after her hmse
band, a Kenya farmer, was killed by the
Mau Man, She is loypl, honest, compagse
ionate, and essentially humanitarian,
In as mich as she is quick-witted and
very able to look after herself, sha is
more than a match for anyone, incluvding
Steed, But her attitude to any mission
is totally differemt, The end can never
Justify the moans fer her. She cares

(%)

about people and cammot use them as ruthe
lesaly as the eynical Steed doese Also,
unlike Steed, she finds it neeessary to
carry 2 gun ~ and knows how to use it,
Apart from having = thorough knowledge

of firearms, shs drives a car (and motore
cyele) fast and well, is an expert meche
anic and photographer, and a dab hand at
Judo, In many ways she is prebably
aenvied secretly by most women,

Her flat is modern and functional,
predominantly press-button controlled,
Her kitchen is superbly equinped and all
the rooms have sliding doors. In the
lounge there is a ccncealed cocktall
cabinet and = a neat trick = magnetic
chess board which reveals a telephong
vhen reversed, To meke lifs just that
mch easier, a television monitor screen
shous her who is at the door, and her
photeographic studio contains the most
modern equiptment, We never see her
bedroomy in fact, now I come to think of
it, ve never see Cathy relax at all =
unless she is reclining on one of her
urcomfortable=looking backless sofas to
avait the arrival of Steed with another
deceptively simple job for her to risk
1life and Iimb in carrying out}

FASHIONs PERFECT COVER FOR All eritics

THE SUCCESSFUIL AGENI consider
Steedis

taste in clothes to be the best on TV,

Patrick HMaclNee chooses most of them
himself, as he feels they should reflect
his own personality, The suits are cuse
tom made and never deviate far from what
is essentially an Edwardian line, An
evening coat in navy mohair has a blaek
velvet collar and gold satin lining,
Also for evening Wear, he has a singlew
breasted tuxedo, with lapels and cuffs
faced with black satin and edged with
braid.

His everyday clothes contimue this
line of extravagence. A chainestriped
Edvardian suit has cuffs and weistcoat
edged with black braid and black braid
buttens, Essenticzl accessories are his
bevlersy in black and brown, some with
curly brims., His umbrellas are also
specially madey one contains a sword
stick, ancther makes an effective rifle
and 2 third contains a hidden compart~
ments which conceal maps, sextant and
COmpass,

For more casual Wear Steed has twe
Hardy Amies blazers in rough Irish tweed
in a style which Patrick MacNee calls
"Chinese admirall,

voe
Right from the start of the newe



Styls AVENGERS, ABCTYV was comvinced af
one thing =~ that Cathy Gale sheuld be 2z
eader of feshion,

So when recording began in May, 1962
fashion exoert Michael ‘hittaker was agke
ed to advise on what line Cathy's eclothes
should take to keep ahead af eurrent fashe
ions thraughout the '62/163 8eason, He
designed four basic outfits for Cathys
predicted that manetal lored styles and
high boots were eoming into vopus, AS
this vas absolutely in line with GCathyls
character and the job she had to deo, her
entire wardrobe was nlanned with an eye
Yo these trends, Patrick MacNee himself
suggested that Honor Blaekman should have
a 'fighting suit! mads in Ieather to
vithstand the rigours of her encounters
with villains « and by the end af the seaw
son a legend was born,

The interest viewers showed in Cathy
and her clethes gew so great that when -
4#BC started planning the present seasomn,
they decided te seek the the most forw
sighted and revolutionary authoritiecs far
aide so that that season might.have n
woments clothes the very greatest effect
possibles So London courturier Frederick
Starke was asked to design a completely
new wardrebe for Cathy, and this was worn
by Honor Blackman in fifteen cut of the
twenty=six episodes this seasen (eleven
stories were completed before Mr, Starks!s
designs became available),

It has even been renorted that
Cathy!s clobhes have started a new fashien
in pin=ups, The nhetographers of a leidw
ing Fleet Street tabloid have taken dowm
their pictures of unclad ladies, and

substituted elegantly dressed Honor Blacke

THE MEN YOU NEVER SEE 44
HEAD OF OPS$ THE PROTUCER

Born and ecguetw
ated’in Scote
land, John
Bryce first came to London as a seript
writer, After a year with a film company
he joined one of the ITV Companics as a
drams story editer in the !58's, In 196
he moved to ABC Television as a Story
Editor on ARMCHAIR THEATRE., He moved en
to THE AVENGERS when the Series first
started and beeame it's Producer in Dece
ember 1962, Of THE AVENGERS production
team, he says: "We are very sensitive to
criticism, and I keep a censtant watch far
the hardening ef the arteriss which meamns
a 'formula! series, We mst therefore
always feel excited abeut what we are dae
ings We have te try harder, 4 year of
hard work goes inte making 26 episodes
and if at any time we find it boring, that
baredom would quickly show on the screen, (g4

THE STORY EDITCR Richard Bates is the

third of feur children
of auther H.E.Bates, but hears no
resemblance te the larkins family; ale
theugh he was born in July 1937 near
Ashferd in Kent, where his parents have
1lived sinre they came south from Northe
ampbenshire,

In Cebeber 1962, afher two years
as a freelance writer and twelve mowmths
with a film studies, Mr. Bates went to
LBC=TVe He sayss: “Iu order te maintain
the already Righ stonderd of THE AVENGw
ER3 I dinvited over a dozen tup vrofess=
lonals to utterly just let their imagine
ations run rict, on new scripts, I
wanted them to be exnitirg, but fun,
unusual but eomprehensive, different
but still adventurous, Nothing could
be too goody every episode had te be
about something new and presented in an
exciting waye I think that en most
occassions we succeeded, and the final
credit for the high standard of this
present series must go to the seript
writers M

PUITING AN EPISODE ON RECORD Monbhs

before an
episede of THE AVENGERS is Jransmitted,
work has started for the team who made
ite The Story Editor has feund the best
possible available story, He has had
endless meetings and discussions with
the writers who create the adventuress
chosen the one best able to present it,
The idea may have come from the Story
Editor or the Writer.

It may have started as enly eme
word (dilamonds) or a character (blind
milijonaire), Sorting cut the Sstery
dine! may have taken only a few hours
ar several months, And only when it
has recelved the Praeducer!s blessing
can the Writer start work on the script,

VIR (Vides-Tape Recerding) PLUS
SIX W.EKSe When the seript is ready it
Is handed te the Director and his Dese
igner, They read it and discuss it with
the Producer, and any changes they feel
should be made are quickly passed back
to" the writer,

VIR PLUS L WEEKS, The Director
new gets down to the complicated task
of translating ten thousand werds on
pidper inte'a television drama,.

‘Buring these early days he must
decide exactly how he wamts the sets
built = and they may range from 2 graves
yard te a private see, Once they have
settled an this, and the Directer is
sure they will fit comfertably imto the

yiddio, the Dosigner draws up plans for



the eonstruction department, At this
voint the Director turns to the problems
of casting the characters, Here he is
assisted by the AVENGER'!s Casting Directe
ory Tony Arnell, who mist be able to adw
vise him on the abilities and limitations
of every actor in the country, With only
about three days left before the start

of rehearsal, the Director hext twrns his
attention to werking out all ths moves
the actors will makey and how he will
cover the scenes with his cameras,

VIR PIUS 2 WEEKSe The cast, with-
Patrick MacNee and Honor, ‘ths Director,
Story Editar, Wardrobe Mistress, and
MakewUp Supervisaer, asserble in one of
the large rehearsal rooms at ABC!s Teddw
ington studios, On the floor the shape
and size of the sefts have been marked.
out in colsured tape so that the actors
know what room they will have to move in,

There will be a few props; a table,
a ¢hair, or two, perhaps a gun,

To start with, the cast will simply
read through the script and then discuss
it fully, Iater that afternocon the Dire
ector will start getiing the action, It
will take at least
the next five days to
finalise the moves
and dialogue, The
actors may feel a
point in a seene has
been missed, or pere
haps over=siressed,
In which case the
Director will call
for the Writer e or
in his &bsence, the
Story Editor, « and
any small changes
will be made,

During the 2nd
week rehearsals are
attended by the Prode
ucer to see that the
performances are-te
his satisfaction, and
the Story Bditer will
check that no changes
have been made whieh
might affect the story.
The cameramen, lighte=
ing and sound teche
nieclans also attend
50 that they may be
avare of any diffie=
ulties that might a=
rise as early as
possible,

VIR PIUS 2 DAYS,
The sets have now been
constructed in the

‘_'/\/
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studio, and the most difficult part lies
ahecad = setting the cameras to the plays
This takes a whole days but by the end
of it both cast and crew will know exe
actly what dis required of them,

V'R, The day that sees the climax
of the past six weeks of concentrated
work has arrived, During the afternoon
there is a dregs rehearsal and then, in
the early evening, comes the final pere
formances Everything falls smoothly ine
to place, the video-tape recorders roll,
and another eplsede of THE AVIENGERS is

in 'the ean,!

INDEX OF OTHFR AGENTS3$
Principal Writerss

Brian Clemens = one of Britain'’s best
thriller writers, and

wimar of the Edgar Allan Poe Award fer

thriller writing in the USA in 1963.

7




Roger Marshall = worked in Hellywood on

several top TV series,
Has also worked on filmg, wrote the
script of PRTIZE OF /RMS.

Erlc Palce - has prebshly written more

scrints for television than
anyone else In this country, and has cone
tributed to THE AVENGIRS gince the first
series began in 1961,

Malcolm Hulke = anether longestanding

AVINGIRS writer. His
work has also-been seen in ABC's ARM#
CHATR THZATRE, and in the popular PATHe
FINDERS series far chiidren,

Martin Woodhouse = ex-docter turned write
ers Finds that his

medical knowledge provides an inexhauste

ible supply of exciting materiale for

television,

gther contributors this seasen ine
clude: Philip Chambers, Rex Edwards,
John Tucarstti and Iudovie Peters,

Directors:
Bill Bain « an Australian with more than
thirty shows to his credit,

Kim Milis - werked his way up from crewee

ing in films, joined the
Drama Department of ABC«IV as an
AVENGTRS director in 1962,

Don Ieaver = began as an actor with his
heart set on being a2 teolew
vision director, Joined ABCTV on the
PFOLICE SURGEON series, ({=Editor: the
POLICE SURGHON telly series was relative
ely short-lived, but it gave birth to the
idea“ef one of the characters, a Dr,
Keel, contimuing in his own series,
series was calledeseTHE AVONGERS,))

The

Peter Hammond « anether acter turnegd

Directore, In between
has also turned his hand to writing,
Helped to start THE AVENGERS, and les
stayed with it.

lauwrence Bourng = an Irishman who ecame
to ABC=TV from the

scheme for Trained Directors in Reperte

ary Theatres sponsored by the Compary.

HoHt

HONCR TAVELS BY PARTY LTNE (Pheto with
ACCONPATY«=
ing text, Photo shows Honor Blackman
climbing up the wing of 2 small private
plane and ancther man giving her a hand
into the cabine.) Liberal leader Jeremy
Thorpe, 39, is already aboard,..and
leaning out of the plane!s cabin %o
help actress Honor Blackman, also 39.
Mr, Therpe and Miss Blackman, an enthuse
iastic campaigner for the Liberal Party
{lew yesterday from Elstree, Herts., Lo
Barnstaple.
There they attended a fete held by
Mr, Thorpe!s North Devon constituency.
His yife, Caroline, 38, travelled
to Barnstaple by train with her mother
on Friday.! -
~Daily News, March 29, '68,-
M
It might alse interest some of you
out there to know that Honor Blackman's
Judo skills that made her such a faveur=
ite amongst the ladies is fer real, In
the March/April JUDO ILTUSTEATED a very
short article was run on her judo skills
and movie fame.

THE HONOR BIACKMAN STORY Few persons
who have

achieved fame as movie and television
performers have done so mich to popule=
arize jude as Honor Blackman, who is
featured on the cover of this issue of
JUDC ILIUSTRATED, Not only has she
thrilled audiences in the British Isles
tirough hen adroit squelching of affene
sive villains with effective juds techss
niques in a long=-run television series,
and in her recent "Goldfinger' movie,
but she has written a book on judo te
help women learn the art of selfwdefen=
568s For two years, before shs won the
coveted role as the new James Bord
heroine, Pussy Galore, in "Goldfinger?,
Honar Blaelman was the rage of British
television,

Every Thursday night, dhe kept
millions of British males up pagt their

(88) normaX bedtimes to watch her slam an



assertment &f thugs inte the wall on THE
AVENGERS series, With her black leather
fighting suit and hip-length beoots, she
2lso set a trend for kinky elothes that
still dominates much af British fashion,

"I loved playing Cabhy Gale, girl
Judo exnert, because she got me avay from
the understanding=wife roles," says the
curvacecus, girl=slim actress, "Eut I'm
glad it's over, Zach weekend I had to
look dovmn and count the bruises every
time I crossed my legs,"

Fow under a long-term contract to
Fon Productions, makers nf the pomular
Bond films, Miss Blackman is enjoying a
revitalization of the sereen eareer that
began more than 15 years ago when she was
first signed as a star, Following the
rremiere of "Goldfinger', ske has been
sought far starring roles in more than a
dozen intermational films,

Yow a frankly admitted 37 years of
age, Honor is considered to be the cute
gtanding mature leading lady in British
films, Born and educated in Iondon, she
vas signed to her first contract in 1947
and apneared in starring roles in such -
early oroductions as "Fame Is The Spur',
"Ouartet", and "A Night To Remember,!
Then ske was off the sereen fer more than
six vears,

"Thm not at all bitter that I have
had to wait so long “or success in filis !
says the forthright Miss Blackman, "Tt
was g question of the film catching up
with me, Frankly, I resented nlauying the
perennial English Rose, and I'm afraid
that, until just recently, screen writers
didn?t know about any other kind of
vomar gt

As Pussy Galare, the hardebitten
personal pilot of millionzire Auric Gold=
finger, she has encountered few of the
cliches of British filmemaking., Dressed
in tasty fur and white leather suits,
with aporepriately lowwecut blouses, Honor
manages to throw James Bond on his ear
before suecumbing to his cham, No other
actress in the sereen histery of Ian
Fleming!s dashing hero can make that
claim,

"Of course, there's nothing diffieult
about vlaying a girl like Pussy," she
laughs, UThere's no one like hor in real
1ife, so I merely had te give her the
larger~than-lifa authority that distingne
ished Agent ©a7,"

In the same wg that she conscientiousw

1y studied judo for her role as Cathy
Gale, Honor began taking flying lessens
at Biggin Hill Airfield shortly after the
film ended,

"They effsred me one free lesson for

publicity purposes during nroduction," (89)

she says, U"And ence I had some free
time, I decided that flying might be a
useful thing to knmow, Now I have only
six more lessons before I can apply fear
my pllot's license,!

A bluee=syed natural dblonde with an
excibing speaking voice, Honor was
recently asked to record her first LP
album as a singers, Although she hes
never trained as a singer, her albun =
WATL It've Got! - is expected to be a
big seller in Great Britain,

In addition to her judo lessons
(she is now in the Yellar Belt class)
and her flying instructions, Honor is
an avid soccer fan,"

2N ONYTIOUS =

As you probably realize thrse so=
called "starring" roles in her eerlier
movies were character parts,..gocd far
her career but not rutting her name on
the marques I just wish I could see
some of those early videowtape rVENGERS
thaighesss #S8igh

i

Mearrrhile, Honor continues to be a
regular face in the West End theatre
world and in occassional television
drama svots, such as ABC~IVIs ARMCIAIR
THESTREe Herels a mention of ons such,

SECOMD PLAY TN ANGLIA TRILOGY Three

plays,
all set in Chelsea and dealing with
eventa that come to a head against the
background of the King's Road in 1968,
have been written for Anglia-TV by
Kexneth Juppe The first, "The Phote=
granhert, was shown by Anglia on the
Independent Television network earlier
this year, and the second, "The Expler=
ers," will be shown next Monday, The
third in the trilogy, "The Tyvoon®, will
be showm in December,

Kemneth Jupp says that the nlays
are "very antobiographical” but only in
the sense that they contain elements of
his own exverience, and dezl with chare
acters and snheres of 1life that he has
kmown, even if mly as a neripheral obe
server, He has never been a photographe
er'y an explarzsr ar a tycoon and none of
the characters is based upon himself,

"The Fxplorer', which stars Michael
Bryant, Honor Blackman, Jack Hedley,
Francesca Annis and Anthony Nichols,
was inspired by headline stories of a
yauhg British explorer whe went from
Chelsea to the Amazen where he was kille
ed like all his pedecessors over the
years when attempting to penetrate the
unknown jungle ef the Matto Crasses

This is not a true stary, but in
writing it Kemneth Jupn has drawn on



his own knowledge of Brazil, and he ex=
presses some controversial ideas aboub
the ethics of civilised men's attempts
to encroach uvon primitive worlds, He
is nrimaxily concerned with the Chelsea
scene and the emotional jungle that a2

dead exnlarer, murdered by natives hew

fore the play opens, has left behind him,

Honor Blackman plays Iena Hamilton,
the weman he left behind; and Michasl
Bryant is Erik Pettersomm, the friend and
rival,

The play is nrodiced by John Jacchs,

Sep‘t . 12 ,1968

The gbove was an anonymous contribute

ion in the Television section of the
GUARDTAN,
11, 68 EVENING STAMDARD.
HONCR'S CHRISTMAS BOX Star Line=Up For
New 355,000 ilest
End Musical,

Former Avengers girl Honor Blackman

will be hitting London in her new 255,000

msical in time for Christmas,

Honor, starring in her first song
and dance role, is to open MR, AMD HRS,
in the West End on December 11.

The nusical will first have its-
World premiere at the Palace Thsatrs,
Menchester, on Thursday, November 1li.

The West End theatre vemie for the
show will be ammounced shortly, Also
starring will be Jdohn Neville and Hylda
Baker,

Book, music ard lyrics are by John
Taylor, and the nroduction is adanted,
staged and directed by Ross Taylor,

The show is based on Noel Coward!'s
plays, "Pumed Oak" and "Brief Encounter”,

The cast includes Alan Rreeze, LiZ(QO\'

The followlng is from the Oct,

Edminston, Leslje Meadows and Ursula
Smithy, with a comparny of 20,
i =Anthony lLewis-
o

Unfortunately, the musical 4id not
quite make it really bif time, It -
closed after a bit less than 8 weeks,
and Miss Blackman is presumably onen
once more for offers, I can only hope
that the less=than-8wiceks run did at
least return the bulk of the investment
to the shou's angels,

On other fronts, I am still awaite
ing some word as to when TWIST OF SAMD,
the latest Honor Blackmen flick, will
be released,

Her last f£ilm, SHATAKO, was note-
iceable more for the excreabls perfore
mances of Bridgette Bardob, Sean Conne
eryy the writer, the director, the
procucer and the film editor, mot te
mention the bulk of the rest of the
cast, Miss Blackman turned in one of
the few enjoyable spots in the film,

SHALAKO proves once again that the
Spanish make even worse Westerns than
the Italians do, Brrrrrr....

CASTIE COF FRANKENSTEIN, by the way,
still seems to be having some difficu.-
ty in fulfilling orders for the #12
issue, with the twompage soread on th:
Diana Rigg AVENGERS, Calwvin Thomas
Beck quite frankly just has a very veury
shoddy filemsystem, Have patience and
maybe send him a reminder,

But if you find a copy of #7 in
some usedemagazine place, buy it for
the pair of lovely photos inside on
page 56 ol Honor Blackman and lMzcNee,
She looks quite feiching in that alle
leather ggteup, but thatIs more becauce
of the lags inside than anything else,

The article read thusly:

THE BIZARRE AVENGERS The Avengers are

avantegarde,
kinky, bizarre and tonguewin-cheek;
they are exhilarating, paunchy and
habiteforming. This is howv one writer
described an hour of the slickest,
most strikingly distinctive television
oever seen in England,

John Steed (Patrick MacNee) is a
wealthy, debonair maneaboutetowm those
‘facade hides the "secret servicet acte
ivities of a deliberately ruthless
Avengers He dresses Edwardian style
with braided pinestripe suits, cummer=
bunds and embroidered waistcoats, and
he always carries one of three speci~.l”r
made rolled umbrellas. s, Like ¥:
Bond, an equally unscrumlous counter-



part, Steed’s prine consideration is to
render hils enemy unconscious with the
least dnmonvenience %o himself,

The best tailor is at his commond
the top boot=maker and winewmsrchant,

He frequents the best clubs, nlays
bridge, bezique, polo, golf and croqueb
with equal apolmb and reads the Royal
gdition of the Times. His elegant Edw
wardian clothes have set an entirely new
fashion for men, Steed does not use a1y
of the more cbvious professional Bond
symbols = the shaalder holster, the
Walther automatic, the cases with toare
gas and hidden knives. Although he
seldom uses firearms, he frequently ene
counters those less elegant individuals
who find the need for- such accoutrements,
One macabre adventure, "The Grandeur
That Was Rome" pitted Steed against a
bizarre paranoiac who clothed global
gangsters in ancient raman togas,

Cathy Gale, Steed's vigorous co=
avenger, provided the utmost in way~cut
roles fer Honor Blackman, who had apneare
ed for many years in "B" pictures as
swveet fair-haired girls, With Cathy
Gale, fashdon expert Michael hittaker
created a new dominant femals styled in
manetailored clothes = leather 1fighting
suitg! = desipgned to withstand the
rigours of judo encounters with villains
on whom she practiseds Her high kinky
boots have become a Gurrent fashion,

Cathy Gale, the sex=syrbol of the
Joteset, is cool, sleek and glamorous =
yet comnletely capable of dominating her
opponents, In one episode ((Fditor
"The Undertakers's=)), her judo T oved
more than sufficient to deal with one
villain (wrestler Jackie Palle) who had
Just finished digging a grave for the
redoubtable Mrs, Gale when he was hurtle
ed into it by a judo throw and remained
unconscious there for the next five mine
utes,

Unlike Steed, quickewitted Cathy
has a thorough knowledge of firearms and
carries-a gun in either a thigh er ankle
holster, drives a fast car and motore
cyele, and is an expert mechanic and
photographer, She is more than a match
for anyone, including Steed. She is
envied secretly by wamen who wish they
carld treat men the way she does and
dregs in the hip Avenger style,

It takes time for 2 television
series to make 2n impact and imoression
on public taste, for its flavour to be
absorbed into pooular folklere. One oniy
needs to observe the rumber of kinky
boots and leather jackets about to reale

The article just run apneared apx,
March of 1965, CASTIE OF FRANKENSTEIN

#Te
Additional info on Honor: One of the
ARMCIATR THEARLE saows Honor worked in
appeared over here in 167, In fact mcst
of the "ABC Stage 67" presentations
wel'e British teevee drama specialse Tiia
show in question wass "The Wide Open
Deor™, a spoof starring Tony Randall ard
Honor Blackmane It was about a nair cf
mismatched tynes trying to rob a British
bank, a 90-minute colour wresentation,
griginally aired in this country on the
206h of April, 1967,
4
It apoears that at least one firm
in England, D,lewis, advertises one line
ol their boots as "Avenger" boots, style
ed on the original "Avenger" lasts, a
form of modified riding boots rather than
the more common Jackboot or eskimo types
more comonly seen on the legs of lasses
these days,
He
E.H.Hausmann, colnmist for a mumber
of Canadian popers, had an article in
the September 21, 1968 Toronto paper,
and mentioned thé automobiles being
driven about the teevee screen,

If YOU 'RE A CAR BUFF Herel!s a rundewn

on the four-wheel=
ed steeds you've been seeing on some
English TV shous,

The Prisener drove a Lotus 7, The
Baron had a Jensen, The Saint drives a
Volvo Sparts, and Patricia Blake (in the
Ugliest Girl In Town) drives a Toyota
GT 2200 ((Editor=it bespesks something
for Ugliest Girlt!s taste that it also
had the heroine driving a Japanese-auto
in England, home of the Jaguar, MG, Rolls
Royce, Bentley, AstineMartin and such,))e

Mrse Imma Peel on "The Avengers" has
a Lotus Elan D2, but her revlacement,
Tara King drives a Jensen 428, and will
later use a Latus Eurepa, bright ted in
colour. ({(Editor-In private lifs, Miss
Thorson drives a bright green Mustangs.s
Just about the enly Mustang in England)).
Steedy on the same show drave the classic
1929 Bentley {as anyone eould tell), but
now gets arcurd in a 1926 Rolis Royce
Silver Ghost which, for some eonfoundsd
reagon, is painted a bright yellew. (I
don't have a color set, so I didn't know
this until I read a press release, the
same one that gave the rest eof this
data,)

In mrivate life Patrick MacNee, who
plays Steed, owns an *5" type BRG °

ize THE AVEMGERS successe!' efilan Dodde (91 Waguar



seoin additlional note on Linda/
Tarals automotive gete-abouty For her
first halfeseason after FORGET~MEeKNOL
she drave a Cobraese.s BPut hereees

TEARAYAY TARA'S CBRA
ABPC Press Release

"Theugh Steed continues to drive
a vintage Bentley, his youthful colle
eague Tara King projects her jeteset
image in the new serles of "The Avenge
erst® with something very much more
withwlte Tara's car is the high=pere
farmance AC L28 eonvertible, which
sells in Britain far i, 752,

Steed maintains they don't make
them like the Bentley anymore and sticks
to his relie of the English motoring
pasty while Tara Juxuriates in a car
built - for the girl who wants a bit
extra, with a top speed of 156 mepeha,
and the amazing ability te dawdle at
10=12 miles per hour in top gear, as
well,

The 428 convertible is a develop=
ment from the A,C, Cebra, a Inxury mods
el which sold very well in the American
market, and won the American mamfacture
erts Trophy three years runninge

The new car is ideal for the teande
away stuff that the Avengers get up to
on the country roads of Heftferdshire,

and Steed, though’stubbornly henging
on to the Bentley, is sure Lo drive
it whenever he gets the chance,*

=Anonymouse=

seeBub the world of Cathy Gale
drew %0 a close and a new luminary was
thrust upon the public, Diana Rigge

FIT AND FIZZY
by Dave Ianning
TV Times (British)

"The world of Diana Rigg is
15,800 square feet, 1it by highevolte
age bulbs with pungent smells of
cigarettes, makewup and mandarin
eranges, This is Stage Four, Elstree
Studios, the set fer THE AVENGERS,
Dits worlde From eight in the morning
until 5230 in the evening, An umusual
world,

Today there is an overgrown Boy
Scout lying on 2 bureau with a bayonet
through his chest and Diana and T are
practising keep-fit exercises in a
quiset corner.

Not that I am worried about my
waistlines Sunday morning socecer looks
after thaty Nor is Diana particularly
concerned about hers, But she is re-
hearsing for an upcoming episodes
And, as she throws herself meticulously

inte every aspect of her
role, the enly way to talk
to her iS....jOin ine

So we are bobbing up
and down llke sons of the
sea and Di, 27, with
copper~coloured mane bille
W'.'Lng, is talk.ing a.bo'LIl':
life with THE AVENGERS arnd
ignoring my gasps and
creaking cartilages,

BTItis the life of a
nole," she says, "Alarm
call at 6:30 a,m, Car
waiting far me in the mews,
Off to-Elstree, In the
sumer, drove myself in
mini, ZIearned te drive -
especially far this part,
y! know, But the traffic
going homes«eughe

"Get to studio, Breake
fasts A bacon sandwich,
cup of coffee, Mzkewlps
Get hair done far first
timee Harry follows me
arocund the rest of the day
with brush and corbe Hair
like mine needs attention

{92} after every move, On



seb, read linese Never learn them,
Memorise during rehearsalyt

Woe are now practising touching our
toese T am distinctly uncomfortable -
and rather relieved when a cry of "Di,
love" sends her scampering away to the
sebs Therels a long, low settee on
annother set which I discover is find
for regaining composure, Diana, all
leotard and litheness, bounds back,
Nothing mincing about this girlts +°
stride. She pOSitiVBly Eall0PSeensn
through life;

But now, she sitse Instantly ree
laxed, one leg tucked under like a
confidant sehoolgirl, and taking small
puffs of her second cigarette of the
daye ’ :

"Tesy 1t is a long day," she con=
fidesos 'YBub never dull, And I grab
an howrts sleep at lunchtime, Just
wrap myself in a shawl in my dressing
roome Lunch for me is one mandarin
orangeoh

In fact, Di sends out for two
pounds of mandarins every morninge, Ths
brown paper bag unsually finds a niche
among the chairs, makewup, dressing
goums and obher miscellanecus patraphere
nalia of the "mprincipals? cornery"
just off the sete

Everyone helps themselves, Cont-
inmity girl, Dits standein, sound mixe
ers, chipplesy Hence the almost con=
tinuous sniff of mandarins on THE
AVENGFRS adr,

Theret!s a community spirit genere
ally about the seriese EIveryone cons,
tributes tea a "Sweetie Bax" on the
Sound Mixer's deske Di usually chips
in fruit drops.

‘Lunchtime, Diana Rigg, alias Emm
Peel, hits her dressing room camp bed,
I head for a pub for a glass of what!s
worth waiting fore

Afternoone Ancther brisk exere
cising session for Di ='"just to wake
myself upe! Back on set for & long
rehearsal and takee h

I refiects this is quite a girl,
Serieuse Yeb delightfully fizzy 4nd
dizzy, Willowy, almost Ammzonian, bub
devastatingly femininee A downehoe
earth Yorkshire lass (from Leeds) with
a sharp sense ef humowr and a booming
lzaugh,e

Has the priceless ability to laugh
at herself, tooe Like the time =mhe was
playing Lady MasDuff in a matinee pere=
formance of '"MaeBdth', She relishes
the memory ef how, as Iady MacDuff, she

the Lights dim,
"T had to crawl off stealthily
under cover of darkness," she recalle
edg "Bub this time the lights went
on again too quickly and the astounded
audience watched goggle-cyed as the
Srmrdered! Iady MacDuff galloped off
on all foursgh
Five thirtyas
Di looks cutsidee
the life of a mole,

Studio day overes
Ttls dark, It's
She is still bubc-

lings The evening holds Dits only
real meal of the daye Probably cocks
it herself,

Her specialty is lamb, dons with
peaches and garlice After her meal,
prabably a book, She diesn't watch
televislon; doesn!t even own a set,

Nights are strictly for sleeping,
For recharging seemingly inexhaustible
batteriese, Tomorrow!s alarm call is
always  just-around tie cormers

I, Yoo, have had a hard day we=
Just keeping pace with this energetic
unassuming actress that Emma Peel has
transformed into an international stare

But Ttm grateful for one thinge
At leasst Di has not been rehearsing
for a punchwup in THE AVENGERS. I
wouldntt faney my chances as a karate
sparring partnere!

«November'y 1965w
* OB o ok ox

Imtroduced and grudgingly accevted
by the British still very mch in love
with Mrse Cathy Gale, Mrs, Peel still
made inroads upon the hearts of those
who continued to watch THE AVENGERS

Sometimes people appeared on the
show who were celebrities in England
and were complete unimoims here in the
Statese Such a one was Bill Fraser,
better known as the Smudge of "Bootsie
And Snudge, a British situation come
edy team famed in the very late fifties
and early sixties Over There, Hences..

ISNUDGE? IS A COLONEL
sinonymous, DATLY NEWS~

#Tt was quite like old timese The
gyes bulged, the mpustache twitched and
the voice spluttered "Net never, not
nOhOW, Sllh.“

Yes « Snudges But a private pere
farmance only, The "Not nevert! was
Bill Frasert's answer to our query if
Bootsie and Snudge were ever likely to
beg seen on our screens againe

T played Snudge fof six years
and that was long enough," says Bill,
"It sbill trying to shake off that

is muordered and sinks to the floor as {03) Smudge tage I'Ve done a large



variety sf roles since then, but
peopla still call ne Snudges
Viewers have long memories,"

Bill says his only regret
aboub giving up Snudge is that
he can't team up with Alfie Bass,

Mle llve quite near to each
other and we meet regularly far
a drink ard a giggle," he says, *
"But it is still too soon after
Bootsie And Snudge for us to
appear together on televisiong!

Although he has a comedy -
series running on BBC at the
moment, Bill prefers straight
character parts such as he has
on THE AVENGERS story on Saturw
days "Small Game For Big Hunters,"
He can also be seen on Friday in
one of THE LIARS stories.

Hel's enthusiastic about his
AVENGERS role as a Poonastype
colonel vho tries to re=create
for himself conditions out
East in the back garden of his
English country home,

o] BT EDee

Says Bills "This colonsel
has covered over his back garden
with a tent so that he can con=
trol the temperatures He s
servants and lives life exactly
as he did out East, Ttt!s a
wonderful part,!

Bill was able to use him
aun sabservation in pertraying

East fer several years in the RAF and then
on acting tours he came acress several Poona-
Uype colonels, - Smudge, in faet, was based on
RAF warramt officers he met oub East,

He plays this role wearing an eyswpatch=
bub it is not part of his make=ups -He damage
ed his eye in his home in Mill Hill, London,
and dectors insisted that he wear a pateh,
Fartunately it fitted in very well with the
character of the slightly crazy colonel,

The exotiec settings of the Colonells
back gardan gives viewers a chance to zee
Diana Rigg in a sarong and Patrick lMacNee
swinging Tarzanwfashion through the trees,

~HER NEW WARDROBEe

In 15 weeks bime THE AVEMGERS? Diana
Rigg has md only 3 chances to wear her new
wardrobe, designed by John Bates at Jean
Varon ==~ but from now until the end of the
series in March, Diana will be seen in her
new clothess!  =November, 1965=-

S R JERE U CRpCs
TWO NEW SKIILIS
#inonymous, DAILY MAITw~
February 1506 =

“MAs the evereadventurous Steed and Enma
Peel, Patriek MacNee and Diana Rigg have added
two other skills e archery and the ftrampoline
= to the scores in which they have gained
soma knowledge during the making of THE
AVENGERS o

Their latest accomplishments are seen in
Saturday's episode, THE MASTER MINDS, Neither
stars mrafessed knowledge af either bow or
tramnoline and a busy shooting schedule enly
left them time to acquire basic tim in
archery from expert George Fisher and in
tuition and use of the trampoline from stunt
director Ray Austin,

Great profieciency as archers was not ace
quired, though each star had to shoob a couple
nf arrowss Diana noticed that -~ like Patrick
~ her bow arm curved naturally imward when
she adopted shooting stance, (onsequently,
when they let their arrows fly the bow string
foreibly struck this part of their holding
arm and they bobh ended up with nasty bruises.

It is perhaps surprising that Patrick
has not used a bow beforey for through his
HMother's family, he can elaim descent from
the legendary Robin Hoods , -

"I think Robin would excuse me tholigh,!
guips Patricke "I don't think that he could
have managed the weapens of his amcestorsit

Diana also turned in a fairly competent
performnce on the 'tramp!, although she suse
tained grazed elbows and a 2l~hour bout of
stiff muscles in mastering the art.

Despite these hardships, Diana found the
trampoline exhilarating ‘and tremendous fine
So much so that Patrieck, who had looked on

this character because when out (ol ) enviously as his co=star rubber=balled to



the celling, decided that he teo wanted
to try the sport.
«»KEILPTNG FIT % REGUTART.Y=

Ray Austin thought that as the
trampoline had proved such a success
with the stars it would be the best
means of keeping them both fit fer thesr
rigorous escapades as Steed and Emma,
50 permission was cbtained for the exw
ercise machine to be retained at the
studios for the run of the series,

Now whenever a fight or otherwise
strenuous sequences are sehsduled for
THE AVENGERS, Patrick and Diana spend
what free moments they can trampolining
to geb in trim,

Indeed the tramp kick has seoured
such a hold an them that they are
planning to go three-ways with Ray
Ausbin in a trampoline of their own,!

* % ®

Another show fram thaose Golden
days when Mrs, Peel and Steed defeated
diabolical masterminds in black&white,

NIGHTMARE SANTA FROM THE AVENGERS
=by Kari Anderson
~Stage & Television Today
-December 30, 1965

"Patrick MacNee in fantasy landj
John Steed having his mind got at by
extra~sensery influence or telepathy,
or something, so that his nightmares
turned into reality, Christmas twiste
ed into sinister shapes, dressed up in
Dickensian costumes, one of which made
Emma Peel (Diana Rigg) a fetching
Oliver Twist =- and incidentally,
fitted her sut with tight trousers
appropriate to the most vigorous fight
scene T have yet seen her play,

Steed was cast as Carton, headed,
presumably, for the guillotine, All
these pantae=like Christmas festivities
and gambolings were countervointed by
sinister machinations of the gang
resident in the stately home to which
Steed and Frma came as guests, Four
of the villains, seated about a table
with'a likeness of Steed in fromt of
each, kept putting him to sleep, try=
ing to gelt at his mind and to force
him to reveal some unspecifisd secret,
With Emmats help, he kept them at bay,
The whole fantasmagoria reached its
peak in a room where Emmats fight with
the gang «~ Steed lying unconseious
most of the time = - was reflected in
a myriad of distorting mirrors.

The whole show = ~ !Too Many
Christmas Trees" « = was a visual feast

for which director Roy Baker is to be (25)

thanked, Tony Williamson!s seript
achieved a nice blend of comic and
sinister, Patrick MacNes moved
threugh it a1l with his traditional
apoinb. Diara Rigg is begiming to
show her stuff as Emma, still recege-
nisable as having been ereated in
Cathy Gale's image, but with pleasant
and armusing idiosyncrasies all her owr,

The three "baddies! « = Jeanetie
Sterke, Alex Scobt, and Robert James =
« had evil written all over thems
Edwin Richfield, psychiatrist, had
all the marks of the sinister characte
er he wasn't, while Mervym Johns was
all affable and hnspitable host wntil
he was revealed as the kingwpin ef
the gang, Steed's nightmare Santa
Claus, Barry Werren was the worried
young man who had got Erma and Steed
into the house, and met a masty end
in the Great Expectations room when
he took fright and tried te help
'bhem."

#* B

The end result of all this? A
success that astounding everyone, in-
cluding Diana Rigg herself, TV Times=
the TV Guide of England « ran a 3wpart
"interview' of Diana Rigg, which ran
heavily to reprints ef press releases
and some real tidbits of information
garnered either personally or by ine
tentional cribbing from other person-
al interviews, Since this is EN GARDE
#6 and #2,..where the DiRigg "profile"
appeared,..is so very long out of
print, ¥im reprinting it intact for
the benefit of all our new readerse

THE GIRL BEHIND EMMA FEEL

by Henry Gris
TV TRMES
Octe 1967

es0o''The two worlds ef actress Riggeee
abeve, as Erma Peel of THE AVENGERS;
a series seen in L@ countries; men
feast their eyes on her while muttere
ing endearments in 22 languages,
Right, Diana as she is to herselfas..!

®Diana Rigg has returned to
Shakespearean agting = she is the
female lead in a film version of "4
Midsummer Night!s Dreamg!

As far as she was concernsd, it
was the most wonderful thing that had
happened to her in years.

She had been Epma Pesl!s alter



oo 8o long she had to get away = = &
elsee )

T had beooms paraneid," she asscwe
ured me, "with an underlying urge to
pack ard rune It is a curious thing,
People who have naver been subjected
to it can never readlly understand what
it means,

"T can only describe it as a sense
of panic that seizes you when you are
Diana to yourself and you ares walking
dom the streets An instart later, you
are somsbody else to a Lot ef people
who behave as if you belong to thema

WIf you are quite a private person,
which T am, this ssems an intrusion on
my privacye I Just have to run,®

"Mind you," she adds, with an apolm
ogetic smile, "I am not ungrateful, I
will be the last to minimise what telee
vision has done for me, It is a phenho=
menon, a miracle medium that can ascame
plish in six months what takes six years
on the stages Suddenly, you are fame
ous, Suddanly, everybody knows you,

“"The point is, though, that you
are not yourself, Only the other pere
son you portray in the series, That
person’ is of recessity imposed by telow
vigion, one=dimensional, You ask youmw
gelf = » is it warth it™

Tt shoudld bees In the three years
that Diana Rigg has spent in THE AVEIGe
ERS she has been catapulted inbo a pese
ition of bargaining powers

"Hollywood producers have offered
#100,000 %o vark in one filme It seems
they would go higher, if that 1s what
she wanbse Bub she has twrned thenm
dovNe

S0 far I have not been offered
anything I went," she sayse "I donit
want a longwterm centract, As an acte
ress I will wark where and for whom I
want, if the project is exciting enoughs

BIf a seript is geod and they have
a director I can trust, then T will
do it!

Really it 1s a matter of time,

The big, intermational filmemakers are

sonfident they will have lagsooed this

highmspirited longe~legged English girl

long before Emma Peel loses her hold sm
the masses » If ever she does,

THE AVENGERS is eagerly watched
each week in 4® countries, and Emma
Pael (Mrse) 18 the series irrepressible
whimsical Amazen ef the jet set, Men
feast their eyes on her while muttering
endearments in 22 languages, and their
wemen try to emulate her = = but they
never will, of course,

Consumption of champagre the
warld sver has been increasing ever
gsince John Steed and Erma Peel began
toasting each other in the bubbly
stuff,from the television tube,

"Avengerwear! w = Emmats fancy
Neath suits and things » = is reaching
the shelves and racks of department
stores all over the world,

UEmma Peel's! international fan
mail, still growing by leaps and
boundsy promises to assume astronomical
figmwes before the winter is out,

Diana never touches this mail
and has enlisted mother, in Ieeds, to
head the Emma Peel fan mail operation,

Says Diana: "We have this room ai
hore, measuring 20ft. by 15fi., and it
is full of letterse More are delivered
each day = all addressed to me,

UT am supposed to answer theme
But I ean't, and that worries me deep=
lye I get versecuted by the mere
thought that theretls 'an obligation
which T am not willing to fulfill,

"That is where mother comoes ine
She reads, and she answerse And I
feel ashamed, But I ean't help it,

"Paople have made up their minds
to identify me with a fantgsy of theirs
on televisione In their minds they
want ©o have a relationship with me
based on fantasy which can teke any
forme

UT have heard from my mother that
there have been lettars fram children
sayings “You look 1ike my dead mother
and so I write to youg! I think that

is terrifying "

- The story ef Diana Rigg is, in a
way, the story of two women = the real
ene and the imaginary onee They are
identical twinse

The eonfilict within this beautiful
and intelligent young woman, who 1s
Just a 1ittle alder than 29, reminds
me of the case of Sean Comnery, alias
James Bond, '

In Comery's oase, though, there
was resentment, Connery, the man,
gradually developing such a passionate
hatred fer the image he had created
that he refused to contime as Bord
even at a million dollars a thraw,

He made his last two Bond films
under protest, Bond made him a mltie
millionaire, but you cannot eseape
the feeling that he would settls far
half this amount if his identity ree
mained e that of himself and not of
the slick, womeneloving, superd and

(#6) deadly Secrst Agent 00T7e



Emma Peel has some of the same
qalities as €07, wellmscreenad and
suppressed, %o fit into a familyewatehing
hour on television,

The innuendo, eontained in the name
has been a source of Dianals unconcealed
unhappiness

Asked what imuendo, she blushes
and confides in a conspiratoral whispers
"Believe it or not, Emma Peel is a’phone-
etical transposition of "M Appeal!, the
M In this ease standing for Men, In
other words, "Men Appeal,! Tsn't it a
scream? Sorry that I blush!

She adds wistfully: "T wanted to
be Iady Pecl, not for any grandoise
reasons, but simply because it seemad
o get some rather good comments over
on the English aristscracy. 0Of eourse
they wvauldntt do it M

"They" being the preducers who
have been rumming the show like a
tightly=-mun ship,

Not unlike Sean Connery after
Galdfinger", Diana Rigg said goodbye
to THE AVENGERS on the last day of a
contractual stay at an ITV studio in
Boreham Wood, Hertfordshire, last
August 31st,

"They" were highly hopeful that
she would be back, if not immediately,
then latber,

The production schedule could be
stretched to accommodate her, she was
remindedes A new regime was taking eomnm
and ef the series, and this, 1f was
felt, woulld cffer Diana an incentive,

She was not sure, But on the last
day of the last batch ab the elose of
shooting at 5¢29 pem, she produced a
bottle ef her favourite champagne to
toast her ceestar and eewworkers,

They had become a ¢€losely knit fame
ily, and she would miss them if she were
not to come back,

‘MT am devoted to Patriek," she
says, referring to ceestar Patrick
Macles, who plays John Steed, "Imm
frightened of minimising him by talking
about him, because it always sounds so
glib, but he's an extremely genereous
and gentle and marvellous man,!

They are comradeseinearms en tglem
vision. Off screen they are the best
of friends, but that is all, MaclNee
married a second time during the series,
Again to quote her, she is "totally
committed" to another man,

Digna is similarly devoted to a
mmber of other pesple on the series,-
Ircluding her stand-in, Diana Enright,

and her double, stunt-woman, Cyd Child, (27

who resembles her so much that all
three directors of the series have
dared to have Cyd perform her stunts
in fulleface and sami=close=up,

Viewers heve yet to write to .
complain that the girl mrrtling here
self through the 2ir at an adversary
is not Diana Rigg,

And then, theret!s-Dianats studie
chauffeur, John Taylar, who is also
her "Man Friday",

"I'wouldntt know what tm do withe
out him," she says. A econfidantae, he
also does her shopning while she is
working, and has the ability to ale
ways be there when nesded,

Diana didn't join the series
urder duress, She was tested fer the
role, as were others after John Steed!s
leading lady Cathy Gale (actress Honor
Blackman) left the series = = iron=-
ically for a Bond flick, 1Goldfinger.y

Why did a premising young Shakes=
parean actress her services to a telow=
vision sdéries Shakespearean actuors
have looked down on with patronising
dismay? To quote the lovely Diana:
"T did it because I had left the Roydl
Shakespeare Company knowing that if T
reneded my contract and stayed on for
three or four years, I would have
progressed and played good parts, but
I was yearning faor additional SCOPe ¢

"To accemplish this I would hove
te plunge inte the deep end, And
nothing seemed deeper than this., T
was right, HNothing is deeper,”

R
Part The Seeond
* % o

Before dawn in a delightfully
feminine bedroom the phone jangles.
The young woman sleepily ansverse
Then struggles out of bed, Just like
a scene fraeam THE AVENGERS.

But the call was from the telew
phone service Diana Rigg instructed
te wake -her, TItfs still only 6:30
aeMme She gropes through the house,
takes her lukeewarm bath, drinks a
glass of lemon juiem, Inbto the street
by 6150 a.m. = without a touch ef
make~up, "Ilve got no vanity at that
time of the morning,!

North Londonts suburb of St,
John's Wood is still fast asleep and
there’s no one to eatch sight of Diana
Rigg below her parfectly groomed best,
Except John Taylar, her chauffeur,

He arrives a few minutes earlier, but
his instructions are never to ring or
ynock, Diana would be out in due tima,



"T¥nm never late," shé shuiders
Yoomatose that T still am, and I hag.a
that scurd of the bell « at this
ghastly houre!

"Off to the studios in Boreham
Wood, Hebts, She reads the morning
raper on the way,

"It isn't my paper," she says,
Mit!s Johnt's, I don't like it Tut itls
the only paper there, so I read i%,
Every morning.' Apnarently it had
never occurred tn her to ask John to
bring her a paper. And so,..ancther
day in the life of Emma Peel,

This has been her routine since
she became a television star, Diana
moved to this house, a lot more compate
jble with her stetus, from an old mews
cobtage she has lived in for five yrs.
Not that she was so concernaed with
status symbols, Dlana Rigg couldn't
care less abeout such things,

She simply fell in love with the
«fd house in St. John's Weod., And her
accountant approved of the move,

At her new address previeusly live
ed the artist Aupnustus John; and mnce
Dame Lavra Knight

There, Diana Rigg now lives in the
style and comfort of her private world
revolving arcund a specially desigmed
kitchen and window boxes sprouting
homewgrown herbs,.

The House is out of bounds, FExXw=
cepb close friends, Nobt that she is a
recluse, She ffels that her life is
her "own ruddy business", But vhen in
the mood, she will readily explain
that she is very jealous of preserving
her swn privasye

She insists on leadirng a life she
considers right for hers not cencern-
ad with vhat she defines as "ather
pesplels social consciousnesse I
like to do because T wish to, not
because I ought to.M

Diana wds born in Doncaster,
in Yorkshire, en July 2#th, 1938,

She had snent the early part of her
1life at Jodhpur in Rajputnaes Her
family was in the Indian Govern-
mert Servioe, later, she was sent
home to school at Great Missenden,
in Buckse Eventually, her parents
returned to Yorkshire to settle In
leeds, where they now live.

There, Diana finished her ed=
ucation at Fulneck Girls' School,
enrolled at the Royal Academy of
Dramatic Art (The RADA) and tue
years later graduated to an acting
career, Waa she withdrawn as 3(98)

»

ehild? "No, T donft think so, T had
the ability e withdraw and I still
have it, Bub abeve all I always had
a strong sense ef personal identity,

"One thing that I never did was

dream, I was always very practical,

I grew interested in the theatre when

I was small but not because it effered
me an entrance to a world of fantasy,
but because it gave me a chance to
assexrt myself, And T loved its freedon,
T thougnt of it as a challenges!

Diana reflectses "I can still rem=
embey the first time I met an avdience
on these terms, was an understudy
at Stratferd-on=Avon, when I was called
in t0 replace the principal in "All's
Well That Ends Welle" Her name was
Priscilla Morgans

tThey gave me maybe an hourl!s re-
hearsal, By a concidence my parents
were out front that night, I didn't

tell them that I was going on, so that
whan T came out and started speaking,
they thought I was”just walking one.
Then they realised, and sort of clutched
each other in absolute fear,



My fe3e was of a2 different
kinds I was simply nat sufficie
ently prepered and s¢ I was arme
oyed with myselfe Still, the
auvdiente was very kind as it ale=
ways 1& when an understudy takes
over and dsesn!t wanb to make a
cemplete mess of the play, and I
w2s Yed forward and allewed te
take a sols bowa

T piayed it foar sbout a
week, T guesse And it was about
the end of the week only that I
began te enjoy iteM

Then Diana was 20 years eld
ard earning %7 1@shillings a
weeke "Te maks ends meet, I was
living on faggats, seraps of meatb
put inside intestines you still
get at the butcherts in the prov-
incese Pcor peoplels food, They
cast fourperme each,

YFer times a week, my
dimer weould eonsist of twe fagge
6bs and maybe somé petatees and
another vegetabley and fruit,
And you know what? I was very
h@.ltl'v. Ard very happy‘."

Diana had an eld secondehand
bieysle far transport around
Stratferd, “And net enly did I
mke the &7 and 1@z, stretch,
but I could never de witheut pere
fumee T guess I was se very
young and this particular perfume
was very heavy and musky and made
me feel extremely sensual..eol
never shanged my perfume in all
these years{"

Her faggetecating period
Came t@ an end when she maved te
Lordon te appear in the Tondon

productions ef the Royal Shakesw (99

pe=xre Cempany,

The bicyele went. Now she drives a
green Mini, She lived in the mews sottage,
all this still modestly, No more faggots s
% all the perfume that she felt Wag ro=
wilred, by a young aetress, not teoo Bade
Leoicing o

Sha took a small battls = when she
fravelled te the United States, appearing
in "¥ing Leart and "The Comedy Of Errcrs! sn
albernata nights, '

The eompany alse teured the Continent,
88 far as Mpseaw, From her gxperiaence on
this tour comes Dianals boundless admirablon
for aebar Paul Scofield,

"Hels been my ideal since T first saw
him on the stages I was working with him in
"King Lear"'“when T bedame aware ¢f Ids sense
of identity, a streng tetally eompromising
1dentdty

She sayss "The beauty ef 1t is that here
1s 2 man who has just wen an Osear in an
Osear<wiming film and Hellywood is after
himy What does he da? He’s gene baek to
Stratferd, Obvieusly, he deesn't care for
the moneys And hets right, OFf eourse,

Itts your beliefs that matter,

"In a wvay T follewed his example when I
agreed to film "A Midsummer Night's Dreant' o
Peter Brook was deing it and T belleve in
him and I grew up with himy so T had to an-
s@er his cally Prefessionally speakingy T
an part ef his troupa,

t8ven though I think I'm too 2Ad fer the
rie The pay? Obviously a pitbance by
cemparisen with what I'm making, but then,
money is so transiteryess I will not forget
that I eould, when foreed te, live en % Y ard
10 Shillings.

» . .
Bt The Third
- #* “

Toriste at Athens airpart eould swear
that the young weman kill1ing time in the leng
drab waiting reom by stepping at seuvenir
oounters te inspeet, for the umpteenth time,
the pseudoeGrecian vases fer sale WaSeeses
Emma Peel, .

She wors her auburn hair lcose, letting
it fiow to her shoulders in the manner ef
the star of THE AVENGERS, And her minie
gkirt revealed a pair ef very feminine, fame
ilfar and beautiful legse

"It was net easy to say I was not Mrse
Peel," Diana Rige recalls, "beeause T disliks
liese But I would have had te explain why
and what T was doing there, and it was a
long story,t ?

Actually shs was ehanging planas, going
from London to a 1ittleeinown plass in
Western Groecae
) Eventually a shaky 1ittls plans whieh



flies up into the mountains ovexr some

breathtakingly lovely countryside delive .

ered her there, to make the trip worth
her while,

Two days later, she took the samg
route back to Londen and Boreham Wood,
Hertso, to resume where Emma Peel had
left off,

Tt was an unconventional way to
spend two deys off the series, "I go -
%o the cfaziest places far the weekand,!
she said, dismissing all attempts “bo
gxplain herself,

In the case of the Creek place, a
British film unit wds there shooting
"Oedipus. The King', and lots of friends
were there,

One weekend last winter she flew
to Zurichy fented a2 car at the airport
and set 6ut, 2 m2p in her lap, for
Klostersy the Swiss ski resorte-

"I drove through the night, with
the craziest Swuiss drivers whizzing
past me over the ice-~Covered road," she
saids "It twisted its way through the
mountains, ‘apd T just hurg on the wheel
and prayeds -I could have turned back,
but I didntts Too proude!t:

Until this experience, she had -
never motored on the Convinent bafore,
mich less had crossed snowscovered
nountains by herself, -

"A11 of which seems tofindicatbe
thaty not unli%e Tmma Psel, Diana Rigg
is a rather unusuczl person,

It was she = and not Crma Peel =

who helned Yo launch the mini-gkirt, in .

an attemot Lo be different,

"The designer and thé sther men
were horrified," she saidy chuckling ab
memories of production exvecutiveas looke
ing aghast at the abbreviated skirt she
was wearing and which she wanted Fmma
bo Weals

They pklled their haire.e.said yom
can't do that, it!s impossiblees..I ate
gued that one must look forward and not
back and by wearing these brief skirts,
one was looking forward,

*Tn fact, one was creating fashion
very avantegarde, rather than remaining
at the tail end of last yearts styles.
And it turned cut that T couldntit have
been more righte'! .

Not that she has profited finance
ially from thes so=~called "Avengererear!
that mirrers her ideas, After.all,
shels an actress}

Nor does she care to identify with
an imagees "I never wear the clcothes in
the series outside,t. she said,

"But there!s a style there that T

(100)

think s common to both of us, and
I hawe no intention of changing my
appearance after Emma Peel is no more.
After all, it was I who affected her,"
-She has ng intention either of
gbandoning the minieskirt, which, as
far as she is concerned, was fron the
begirning Diana Rigg expressing hersel-,

Where the tastes of Fmma Peal and
Diana Rigg meet 1s champagnee ~Hima
loves it, Diana loves ite And, for
*he “ecom, she loved it before she
bezeme Drana Peal,

"I always very well stocked,!
she said, "but I never drink it at
the studio,

UThe stuff Patrick Maclee and I
dring on eamera Is bubbly lemonade,
very harmlesse I donft touch the
stulf thene You mstn't when yeu works
At home, well, thelis another story..."

Dianats secret passion is to cwok,
and Yo have friends come to her house
in London's Ste John!s Wood to enjoy
her meals, without mch ceremony, exe
quisitely prepcred with the help of
her homesgrowm herbsg

"Tim not joking," she provdly eom
pounded on the subject of her herbs,
"They are all mine, and they all grow
in windowr boxes outside my kitchene
BEvery window has its owm horbse

8Teft to righty, I hove sage,
tiyme, marjoram, rosemary, which is
very beauntiful, chervil and twe kinds
of mint, sorrel and my bay trees,

"Bay tree leaves are marvellous
for fishsssebruie rine are more like
baby trees, And basil, and femnel,
and ciivese And that!s it, Ercept
that they all live and prosper, oubtsid.
5y kitechen windows in Londong" The
secret passion of Diana RiggZeess

"T had always warnted to grow ny
om herbs," she saide "This was ry
ocbeesgion, So I got the addrecs of a
herb farm 35 miles out of towm, and
one mraing I went there,

v little lady took me araind
and she muttered under her breath and
said they would never grow in London's
smokoe: I said I'd like to try anyway.
Soy she shook her head and gave me
what I wanoed,

"They came in little pobs, as I
brought them back to Inndon they were
ali looking sad and sicke
: S50 T put them in larger pots
and stuck them in my window boxes and
every day I wabsred them out of a jug.
And. the miracle came to0 pass,!

Diara Rigg has become enriched



as an actress in the years at Stratforde
tn=Avong on bours and the three years
that she has played Emma Peel in THE
AVENGERS o

She tells about the director she
met at a party who told her e had a
rarvellous script far her, She had i%
sent over,-

UWell, if T wasn't the girl who
comes tearing through the door with a
gun in ont hand and a2 flamethrower in
the other," she reported in mock dese
pair, "I was the sexy siren sneaking
through the deor-in Veronica Iale style,
I lost my temper, for the first time,

"1 sent theran a message saying
that I couldn!t do it,m

s e

eeolnie bit of information, by the
byeese The illustration heading up the
News & Notes section this time is drawm
by Jim Sterankoe, Steranko is one of
the leading comic book dllustrators and
vriters going around at the moment,-and
amongst his other expressive chores,
puts out an uneven but entertaining comic
book called "Nick Fixy of S HeI.E.L.D,."
(or at’least dide He now only doss the
covers, alas,) Nick Furyts feminine
cohort for some time now has been one
allurring lass full name of The Contessa
Valentina Allegro de Fonbaine, Known as
"Val by Mick and referred to as such by
Nick Fury and knovm as "The Countess" by
more uncoubh types like myself,

At the moment Steranko is very busy
on 1ittle things 1ike "How To Draw For
The Comics" and "Talon" and such,

Naturally her points of similarity
to the Bma Peel we all admire are too
numerous to mention,

Diana Prince, aka WONDER WOMAN,
contimies to emlats Mrs, Peel also, tho
the comic has become all flaky with
trips back‘to Iesbos fsland to fight the
God of War, etce And she also "guested"
in the Lois Iane DC comic book and withe
out even trying hard made that finky"
female reporter look sick.

Ah well, Nobody is perfecte

Oh yesy and here are some credits,

LTNDA THORSON: Thus far, THE AVENGERS
have been ite

DIAMA RIGGs RSC work, Stratfard and-the
Aldwych 'fhea'bre, Tondon, a
pair of“telly dramas and THE AVENGERS o
To date, "4 Midsummexr Night?'s Dream as
the 1211 He'lena,

Assassination Bwreant and Tracy, the
wife of James Bond 4n "On Her Majesty -
's Secreb Service,!
PATRICK MACNEE: Soms stage (rep) exe
perience, he entered
films in 1942 in "Iife & Death Of
Colonel Blimpe! In Royal Navy th2-ls,
"Hamlet"s 9The Fabal Night "
"Dick Bartone! "All Over The Town,”
"The Elusive Pimpernel® (with his
cousin David Niven)s MThe Girl Is
Mindy,* "Flesh And Bloody" "Small
Back Room:" "Serocge (the best version
of the Dickens Christmas Talees.bhe
Alstair Sims version is punky),
"Three Cases Of Murder,® "Battle Of
The River Flatet (knovn over here in
the states more often as "Pwmsuit Of
The Graf Spees”) To Hollywood in 157,
"Les Girls" for MGM in 158, with
the vivacious Kay Kendall, Starred
in thirty teevee vlgys in Canada 152w
158, Othor teevée since 158 inciude
3 Playhouse 90fs, 2 Hitchececk!s and
over 50 teevees in Hollywood and New
York Cityes And then to THE AVENGIRS,

Otherwise known to
most of us as Mrse
Cathy Gale, that fascinating lady so
fondly remembered by all Britisherse
Film debut in th7 for the Rank
Organisation, "Fame Is The Spur," -
"Daughter Of Darimesse"® VA Boy,
A Girl and A Bike'e "Quartet,m
"Diamond City." 1950=51,
IS0 Long At The Fair !

HONCOR BIACKMANS

Conspir=

atorg" "Green Grow The Rushes,! 1952,

"Come Die My Love,! 1953,

"The Rainbow Jackets" 195l

"The Glass Cagee! "The Delavine
Affair " 1955,

"Breakaway,* "DEad Man's Evidenw
Coell 195657, "Suspended Alibie" 158,

UThe Squaume Pege! 1960,

"Four Just Ment (teevee £ilm
series, 190,) "Probation Officer
(another teevee series, "Man-Of
Honour'" and quite some others, 1612,

"Ghost Squad" (another telly film
Series)e MA Mabter Of Who! s a full
length film again, 62«3, Thence on
to THE AVENGERS,

After that to "Goldfinger! as
Pussy Gal ares "Secret Of My Success!
in 1965, UMoment to Momertt " (in Hollye~
wood)e ¥Iife At The Top" (back in 01d
Blighty)e Just finished "Twist 6f
Sand® and "Shalako',

And that's News & Notes for this

Sonya Wintar in "The (101 issue, 8See you next issvee ~Ende
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Betng the Tetter Onlimmiesey s

Rebery Eq Teomey, Jre Re: THE PRISONER, Last Saturday's oprpy ((Editor-HAMMER IWTO
o0 Telghton Gardens ANVIL,)), with #6 baking ovar #2's mind wag inoredible,

fensal ‘Rise Reminded me a little of that movie THE SERVANFy T was
Iandon, NJW, 18 stoned (on some very good hash) when I saw 1%, and perhars
R0 =¥ ovm mind wasn't eompletely where it should have been,

tut the idea 4f #6 striking baek ceemed absaliately perfect.
and abeut times I'm going te find eut the name af that episode amd vote it for the
dige, although its elements were less seienes fistional than THE FRITONER usuaily
L2y The vhierehorelestness=ofwit-all theme nf the show is what usual 1y bugs me
about the show, in spite of the imredible athmesphere ef reality/fanreality it mane
ages to ganerate, And the phategravhis quality is fanbastis s ©speeially in ecolor,

‘hizh brings me naturally enough to color in PHE AVENGERS, In the play Tie

HEETT THE WINE, Henry Drammand (Clarence Darrew) makes a short speesh on the advznce
of Lechnolely, to the effeet that there is a gainmandwless offeet in opsration, Ve
gain the velephone but losey to some dagree, privacy and the eharm of distance,
Same goes for coler, AVAGERS looks better in blackeandewhite {as does STAR TREK
%o my way of thinking), but colour 4s here and the ma Jority af peeple seem to like
1t, Alfred Hitcheock!'s POYCHO weulén't have had one=third the lmpact in coler, so
1t was made in blaek-andewhite, as was WHATEVER HAPPEMNED TO BABY JANE?

In gtfdl pnotegraphky, eoler washes eut a 1ot of definition and graduation af
shadmw, but color gives the phote more brilliance, If the brilliance is of a eheap
sort, 1t is certalinly closer te the brillianee of “1ife, "2421:" wouldn't heve nade
1t In blarke-andeihite, beoause it isn't a b/w picture, the whele concept is built
arcund real-life coler, Still, more phete prizes are wen with b/w shots than colar,

I prefer b/y far THE AVENGERS (no doubt reealling the orisy mberiale we saw in
the first Diana Rigg AVENGERS)e The imnasition of solar by the netwerks onto 211
stious 1s a faolish one, But I think the rage fer color will die down eventually and
& sense of yroportion will set in, I hope so anyways.

((Editsr— e are likely te see mors b/ shews 1n the future mare as a matter of
eeomomies than anything elses The Metworks have ignored the wishes ¢f the sducated
and estl. ‘4¢ minded minerities thus leng, they!ll centinue ignoring them until docmse
Any or unv.  they suddhuly need the suprsrt of the educated minerity. As it is, the
91! for a night's teevee viewing ta the networks is mors than the anpmal budget of
Bome of the smaller "pations" in the UN right new, Urder these kind of conditions
1v won!t be long before they start going back te a few hours »/Ar and lewbudget
fare en a general basis, '

By the way, those of you who are interested in nominating THZ PRISCMNER for a
fugo award, don't forget that you Rave to nominate a gpesific episede, and net the
ertire serlese 1167 I'm nominating that fawtastic final epry of THE FRISONER, the

#ne where we discevered nothing and
everything, all at the same time, The
title is "FALLeQT! in case yeu!ve fergat

Harry Warner, Jre

L23 Summit Avenue

Hagerstown, “aryland
21TLe
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of interviews and reviews become when theylve been edited dovm to their really
interesting and important statements by a discerning editors Then there was

the thrill-of kinship with whosover wrote that editorial for the Greensboro
Daily News, because there was at least one other viewer that night who had the
8ame experilences as me - - distorted recention diring the late stages of that
final episode and mystification over the similarity between the husband and
Steade (Sudden, horrible suspdeion which I'm almost afraid to mut onto paper:
Can it be that the nroducer saved a bit of money by using -Steed's stund man for
the role of Mr, Peel that time?)

Thought the review of COMEDY OF ERRORS the best thing in the issue, T miss=
ed 1%, but just in the past month have acquired a UHF antenna on the roof and now
11l be able to pick up any such delights from MET, (Tt's a sort of chamel
roulette when you pay the man to ¢limb up on the roof and hook up an UHF antenna
in Hagerstown, We're 60 air miles from the nearest UHF chamnels, UHF doesn't
carry nearly so well as VHF and recention is totally unfredictable until the
antenna is up there and comnected to the television seby, varying from terrible to
pretty good within a few geet from one house to another, My fifty bucks could
have been a useless investment until Hagerstown gets its own UHF station some time
next year and a local educational oublet via the State Department of Education the
year after that),’ ‘

Bub I turned out to be in the right spot, got feod reception on a half-
dozen UHF “channels, and mediocre pictures but tapable sound on a few others,
Naturally, this augments my chances of vrofiting by any syndication THE AVENGERS
might achieve in this general area. In fact, I'm clinging to the faintest of
hopes about the Hagerstown station, which orobably wn!t have colour~-casting
facilitiess Could that mean that they!ll be in the market for older stuff filmed
in black and wnite like the earliest AVENGIRS episodes? But I wonder how much
adjustment Miss Rigg makes between her stage appearances and her work for telee
vision, even onto Shakespears, After all, there's an enarmously greater impact
‘of the tiniest elevation of the eyebrous or tilt of determination for the chin
when the viewer sees a semi-closewup or closeup of the face on a screen, When we
laugh at the oldest movies, with their frantic armewaving and foobw=stamping to
depict emotion, we forget that these are survivals of +he older school of acting.
When most of “your audience was seated fifty or a mindred feet from your position
on the stage, you had to supplement the subtler forms of emobing with gestures
That could be observed by the nearsighted people in the balcony,

Gary Crowdus brings up a good point about how usef1l black and white phobow
graply can be for melodrama, I wonder if the colour couldn't be turned down at
the transmitter, to retain just a trace of color for night scenes s obscure corners
in dinly lighted cellars, and so on? It is too much trowble far the viewer to
keep rumning to his set to adjust the little dial that doss the same thing for
his set, 23 the scenes switch back and”farth, and besides, he might get himself
badly irridated if it's true what they say about Xerays from colour sets, The
human eye deesn't pick up much color when incident light drops below a given

" level (remember the argument in Astounding long ago when Campbell claimed there
were no colors at all visible on a moonlight night and some readers challenged
him?} but colour film rebtains some suggestions of colour even when it!s vastly
underexposede i

. I*!1l refrain from pronouncing amy kind of Judgment on the new heroine, Tara
King, her future, and the general prospects fer THE AVENGERSe But T'm not gh=
couraged by something else I've been watching more regularly, midnight syndicate
ion of THE MAN FROM UNCLE six times weekly over a Washington channel, I hadn't
realized how badly that series declined in its latter days, until T began watche
ing these repeats vhich are mixing older and newer episodes, indiscriminately,
All are introduced with the same credit materials, and the copyright informabion
doesn't come on until the very end, so I am not influenced by these factors, I
can usually spot one of the episodes fram the final year within three mimtes,
always within ten mimites, because not only did the plots and dialog deteriorate;
the pacing got shot to inferno, slowing dam until it became almost a paroedy of
its old self, I wonder if there are any examples of a television series that
improved year dfter year? I can think of none,; in my very limited experience az
a video viewer, albhough some seem to hg}ﬁ held a fairly high level over a

’ 1



perliod of several yearse I suppose that the powers are convinced that if itts
too highbrow It fails to be successful at first and are scared to tinker with
something that is successful from the outset, so it either degenerates into ine
creasing repetition of itself or is downgraded into less imaginative ways of
doing things.

And many thanks for the pages from "DEAD MAN'S TREASURES! Did you take them
off the telewvision screen yourself?h

((Edibors Yes, I dide See the Sywak article earlier in this issue,

And according to my information, they did use MacNee!s double, one Anthony
Dayes by mame, in the final epillogue sequente af FORGET«ME=KNOT, The part where
Mrse PeelMiss Rigg appeared to go off into the Sunset with what appeared to be
a perfect double to John Steed/MacNee,

Regarding repeats of THE AVENGERS showing up on local stations, You1ll prebe
ably have thame American Television International, 165 W, lfgh St,., NYC,NY,
10036 (televhons CIrcle 53M35) has 83 shows up for nationwide sale, A little
quick arithmetie points up a few facts, That 83 includes every Tara King eppy,
right dom to BIZARRE, the kiss~off show, (Though their ads in the trade papers
speciflically mention only Diama Rigg and Pat MacNee,) And that 83 inclndes the
full gamt of Mrs, Peel shows, including all the blackeandwwhite, those that we
never saw here in the States as part of ths tetal, (And the ads mention only
the colour shows, of course,..the ads don't exactly lie, you understand,..they
Jast don't point out all the confusing little detailSeesse)e It is extremoly
imteresting to note that they’re boosting the colour aspect and using Diana
Rigg/itirse Peel specifically as a selling point and disregarding the Tars King
shous which are part eof the packagee Verye

echnd herels from a later letter from the
Hermit of Hagerstowne You!ll recall that on
the backpage of HARPIES #l, there was some
mention made of an upceming THI NAME OF
THEZ GAME show which wasg featuring the
untamed Honor Blackman. Read onges))

scel missed the Honor Blackman
episode tonight, unhappily, Hagers-
town has had a very calm campaign far
the mayor and council election, up to
today, But today ene side published a
newspaper advertisement accussing the
mJoral ¢andidate for the other side of
using City funds to build a parking lot
for his supermarket, There werg the
reats of reprizals and mtiterings sbout
libel and T finally got stuek with the
Job of writing a rebuttal, It took a
eouple of hours in a high level policy
conference to get the materials tow
gethergy I thought for a while I had
wandered into some of the earlier
seenes in the movie version of Ten
North Frederick, because I ancounterasd
machinations that are normally off
lintts to newspaper peoplee So I got
home hours after I'd expected, and
the best I eould do was to tell seven
Peopls who is going to be elected

mayore
Thereby making me a propheb
Without Honor.
Faith 1incoln For all it?*s wealth
P.0O, Bex 303 of data on the
Ir¥ington theatre, movies &
New dJersey television, the
0TIl Lincoln Cantef
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Library in New Yark is very peor
when it comes to British TV, their
equivalent of TV Gulde, TV Times is
only available from the middie #f
Jarmary 1966, Some other stuff T
got oubt of THE STAGE AND TV TODAY,
which reviewed about one out of
every five episcdes (if you think
that's bad, they reviewed maybe
ne oub of every twelve Cathy Gale
things)e Of course the British
newspapers don't help any, all
they 1ist is the show!s title, no
gpisode deseriptiony cast, titles
onlys When I have time Tt1ll finish
going through TV Times and gebt the
casts and directors (and the Brite
ish generally lay off re=runs)e

Seanning those TV Times, I
learned samething interesting
about British TV « - when the
program went to eéolour in 1967,
they occassionally showed blacke
and=white re~runse They know qualw
ity, why doesn't ABC? What T would
give %o see those blackeandewhite
eppys againe If all ths crud shews
on TV can have re~runs, why can't
the quality AVENGERS?

To those who think THE AVENGERS
too violent, I say merde} Sure mur=-
ders may abound, but honestly, who
can believe in any of the killings?
Especially when not one drop eof
blood has ever been shown on the
gcreen, And I have yet to see sange
one emilate the crimes on that show
by building a cybernaut to bump aff
his enemles, And if someone did, T
say more glory to him, if he's that
smart,.s 'Sides, who on earth can
possibly take that show sericusly?

Ah yes, nostalgia, Would like
to add a little of my own,

the ki1l while Steed yells, "Mrs, Peel,
throw me the pend" in THE CYBERNAUTS,
Mrse Peel, saronged, fighting off the -
villains while Steed, emilating Tarzan,
swings dewn on.ithe vine in SMALL GAME FOR
BIG :JNTERS Se Peel, with a wiggls,
tryiag to le 1f the wencher is the
guilty party in WHAT THE BUTIER SAV,

The discovery of the burnt space ship

and Mrs, Peel giving it to Steed while
The plant closes in on the house in MAN
EATER OF SURREY CREENe The marvellous
gighting done by the sexiest 0liver Twist
in histery, in TOO0 MANY CHRISTMAS TREES,
Mrse Peel jumped by the secretarlesy a
scream, then they come flying off while
she tells Steed to nab the Boss, she'll
handle them, in HOW TO SUCCEED AT MIRDER.,
Iiz fFraser thimbing through the judo book
ag the Aunbtis comes at her and Steed fighte=
ing the Russian whilst discussing the cad
fare, in THE GIRL FROM AUNT'TE, And the
partition sliding into place with Steed
conironted by his enemies and Mrs, Peel
worried far him in TGN OF NO RETURN,

I could probably f£ill a page with
nostalgia, -

You know, I really hate myself,
in early 65, my parents ruled that T
shauld attend this concentration camp dise
guisad 2s 2 summer course ("to improve the
1Attle darlin's mind’ ), Well, I got stuek
in that MBdve2aER place from June 28 to
August 1lth, and the firmest rule was bedw
time at 10:00 I pot sick of it and
sneaked into the lounge to wateh WHAT THE
BUTIZR SAV, did I eatch hell, Practically
get kicked out, I so hate myself far gom
ing to that place and missing those AVENG=
ERS, xSigh# My soul for another chanCeess

In one of my rare Journeys te New Yerk
an old Ionden Times and THE STAGE AND TV
TODAY explained why the "Second Seasonigt
seripts were monopolized by Levene and
Clemens, When THE AVENGERS was first pure
chased by ABC an argument arass over the
paymont of overseas royalties to scripterse
Negoliations between the Writers Guild and
the studio collapsed into a boyeott, so
Clemens and Levene had to deliver practic-
ally all,

While ILevene may be an excellent write
er (witness THE CYBERNAUTS and SMALL CAME
FOR EIG HIM'ERS ), he tends to resolve
all the problems in a mad scientist!s lab
or as & hoaxe While this is all right
with me, three times in a month beeames
far too monotonous (FROM VENUS WITH LOVE,
THE SEE=THROUGH MAN and LSCAPE IN TIME)e

Brian Clemens can also use his dia~
bolicsl imagination, but he hes a tendency

Baak

The cybernauts moving in fa 1p6)b0 mush the ending and mot exploit ths



situztion to the fullest, THE - JOKER

whilst 1t did have its moments, could

have been far far better had he played
it more for spocks than for spoef,

The mew soript editor, Terry
Nation, once did the teleplay for Dr,
Asimovis CAVES OF STEEL, Which was
seen only in England, Zdied@,.. -

- Mother, in the present series,
seemed a very interesting charactere =
He had the cutest smile and coald be
really fummy when allowed, I'd have
loved to see him felgn on his own,

Oh yese I bélieve I told you thab
BEC!s t0ut Of The Unknown! series reow
ently dramatized "The Neked Sun®, To
add insult to inj\u'y.onus hav'ing to
settle for Irvin Allen is both insuld
and injuryeseesthey had that “Caves of
STeelt back in 19634 A version that
so pleased the good Doctor Asimov that
he personally gave them the green light
for "The Dead Pasi" == Can you imagine
that happening in Hollywood? Imposse
ibles  Other shows have been from

Simak, Ballard, Brumner, etC., stories.

All of which, T am told, were extremely
faithful to the originals, The shaw is
in colour ("The Finest In The World"),
Yet no plans exist to network 1t in
the States, And I need not mention
that British TV is far and away mch
better than the American product, And
this station is govermment owmed and
operated, cabering 4o no sponsors,

I'm wonderingesse Do you think any
sart of letter campaign to one of the
major networks to import this series

is at all feasible? What do you think?

Bubt T 'dln'mo...u“

You know, back in 1963 THE AVENGe
ERS Story Editor, Richard Bates said,-
"I wanted them to be exciting but fun,
urmsual but comprehensible, different
but still adventurous, Nothing could
be too good, every episode had to be
about something new and presented in
an exciting way, I think that on most
occasgions we succeeded, and the final
credit for ths high standard of this
present series must go to the script
writers,!

“The final credits,..mst go to
the scripb wribers,"  And who were
they? Brian Clemens, Philip Chambers,
Rex Edwards, Malcolm Hulke, John Iuce -
arotti, Roger Marshall, James Mitchell,
Eric Paice, Indovio Peters and Martin
Waodhouses And of these ten only Brian
Clemens still wrote regularly for the
Tara King shows = « unless you gonside
er Maloalm Hulke "the authort

hoker=up INTERCRIME, HOMICIDE AND
OID IACE {"The Greal Great Britain
Robberyt ),

And how "different but still
adventuroust were they? At times
scame of ths plots were more appropre=
iate 1o comic seripts o BATMAN,

The two killers in IEGACY OF
DEATHese Almost 1like they!'d do anye
thing to please ug = = Sidney and
Rumbert would have been hilavious if
introduced for only a few minutes, bubt
stretched across the spece of an hour?
At times they seemed to say “"Remember
how great we were? lemerberM

The folders fo*r Mrs, Kmma Peel
and Mrse Cathy Gals in PAINCRA,

Steed telling Dre Jasger, "I had an
Aunt ontey she was a maniac with a
knitting neodlse" (Remember? In..
THE GIRL FROM AUNTIE? Remerber?)
The background pianc in HOMICIDE AND
OLD IACE, so remindscent of THE GRAVE=
DIGGERSe In THEY KEEP KILLING STEED
the miltiple Steeds trying tco smash
the confeyence (Remember how we pub
finis ¢vn that plot in TWO!'S A CROWD?
Remamber?)

At other times it was just a
Journey dowm the old mill stream.

Don Chaffey created some eerie scenes
in STAY TUNED, but the ending... The
assassin breaking his eonditioning

at the crucial moment was so standard
(THE MANCHURTAN CANDIDATE, THE TPCRESS
FIIE, I, SPY¥avece)y don't you expect
more from THE AVENGERS?

And they have yet to equal the
braimvashing of ROOM WITIDUT A VIEW,
the pinnacle of that gimmick,

Or in FOG, theybould have kinked
up the plot by really having the
mirderer be a present day Jagk The
Ripper = = Then Tara could have been
disguised as a harloet to be used as
baitl. oe9

Or how long did it take you to
see the wool pulled over Tarals syes
in REQUIEM?

Then there was Mother, AL first
he struck me as apmsing, but later
this combination Tronside/MM got on my
nerves, especially when I figured
out his true parpose, -

In the Golden Age, Steed and
Enma would arrive at the soene of the
crime and make witty remarks/dia}eguse
Now Steed and Tara go to Mother and
get briefed, cutting the conversation
downe At other times they get split
up more and more often, enming back

of the (167)t0 Mother = « usually separately s



~far instructions, That oretects the seript writers from straining their 1ittle
gray cells and coming forth with true humor = - Just use lMother as a buffon,

mi.

then T think far Yoo mich footage is given over %o Tara, and not enough to
Steed, Bubt then I am a girl and it is my female instinct,

((Editor-Then God Bless femle instinctsesss Linda Tharson is undoubtedly a
vy talanbed and Lovely lass, but the formula of THE AVENGERS had come to demand
& verw brlght =n! witty reparbtec s in very large part created ad 1ib by MaeNee and
his fsmele cohorts, first Honor Blackman® and then Diara Rige, ifiss Thorson
(*that besary tosmmiga according to one Ohio source) just quite frankly lacked
ti=t abildty to trat ocut seintillating repartee and puns and sight gags as did
‘the redoubtable Miss Rigg and Blackran, And this was her essential failure as a
replacement for Diana Rigg and Honor Blackman, She was an achress rather than a
comedienne and THE AVENGERS demanded a gifted comediemne rather than an actress,

The sther fajlure lay mere in the direction the show took after Brian
Clemens and eochort Femell took over complete control of THE AVENGERS, No doubd
pressured by an edict to "Americanize' the show even further than it had to date
been diluted, they abandoned tongue~in-cheek and switched to broad farce, relying
on slapstick and "euteness" far tno too oftene At times...as in YEGACY OF DEATH
where'they parodied The Maltese faleon, I thought they were superbs At other
times, such as HOMICIDE AND OID IACE They were simply farcisel without being
Immorous, and gave us a pallig middleegroond like YOy 'LL CATCH YOUR DEATH where
notiing quite seemed to eome off pronerly, neither humouwr nar farce nar suspense,

What really makes me cry is the fact that LEGACY and others proved that even
under an "Americanization® edict the imagination and talent was still theres
And rarely before has the photegrashy and sound track and obher technical details
been more sauisfying (for all the mikes that shoved mccassionally in some shows),
But robhed af the great camedieme the shouls concept ealled fer and suffering
from the sluggish blosd assaciated with the final months of any extremely long=
running Leevee series, it was unable to sustain its flashes ef fire and brille
iances A sad case ef almest all the necessary ingredients being mresent, but in
the final analysis succumbing artistically to its flaws even as it succumbed
ratingswrise to the onslaught ef TAUGH=IN and GUISMOKE on the American telly, T
could have wished better ef the series » 2nd a more ésthetically fulfilling final
season for this superb television series, As it isy, we can only await the reruns
and hope to see more of MacNee, Rigg, Blackman and even 1little Lindz Therson in
the years to comd, Requiescat In Pace, AVENGERS,

You've had a very long run ard a very good one indeedesss))

And that's it, folks, Another EN GARDE all wrapped ups The next issue
ray ar may not be out Real Soon, and it may er mey not contain the Cuzrie
listing for THE PRISONER, Tune in next time and R NANOUL gl 8
EN GARDE efficially (and pomtifically) supoorts the following Good Causes.,
Beb Shaw fmr TAFF
Heidelberg in 197@
Los Angeles in 1972
Boston in 1971

I am not a numberd{ I am a fres man}

I'11 be sseing you

(108)

H



- -=Moyre TACKWG. -

= = or Malyutka Krasaves Amex

THE NOVEL Has been, unfortunately, indifinetly end probably permanently, poste

poned, The’auther, Hank Davis, never did finish ite After mich X Om
Jonged procrastination, he has been indueted inte the Army and 1s presently sthed-
uled for overseas duby, Which is a »otten shams all the way around,

The Novel exists, many peopls a2t the BayCon last year saw it then, Aljcia
Austin can swear to its existence, as ean Shirley Meech and cther Star Trek:ies
of honowrable reputation and note, But it has never bean finished,

Tt remains a fantastic plece of worky humorous, eripping and faseinating in
all of its mltidudious facets, But it has never been finishede

Artwork, ‘beautiful illustrations, exist and are on hand for The Novel from
Alicia Austin, Ron Miller and Barnie Zuber, A superb bacover has already been
printed on cover stock (and shall be used later in EN GARDE), Buba.,

Therefore, I am very regretifully deciding teo reluctantly abandon the Novel
Projects As a result thereof, I am offerring two alternatives to those unfortune
a#d souls who placed their frust and money in my handse They may either continue
to receive EN GARDE, their monies being plased as subserivtion beginning with the
next issue (naturally all subbers have received #5 and will receive this issue
as well)se Or they may receive the full amount of their subscription, no questions
asked and apologies heartily given,

If anyone wanbs to try finishing the Novel, or wants to publish it in its
unfinished (but still superb) state, they shall receive my aid and comfort to any
degree requested by thems But T ean no longer rely on the project reaching
fruition and can no lenger in good conseience keep the monies sent me without in
sane way attempting to resolve the present unsatisfactory state of affairs,

Againg my heartfelt apaloglese Your money awaits you, if you wish it

DIANE DEMCHUK L19 Dallas, N.E,, Alberquerque, New Mexdico, 87107 has fer sale &

amell series of glossy rhotos, 3 X 5 of Diarma Rigge Same of thenm
feature Patrick MacNee as well and all of them are quite lovely shots of the
famad and lithe Miss Rigg. They go for $2.00 a set of 10 and the supply is net
what T would termn unlimited,

JOEN MANSFIEID The one who was going to put eut the Tara King/Iinda Tharson fane

eins has dropped ot of the project, and quietly folded into the
nighte He sent me what Iittle materiale he Id on hand, and about L& cruddy
stencils, evidently assuming that T should fulfill the obligations he had taken
upon himselfs The materiale is fair and the stencils are umisable, and the act
of sending the matter to me fairly recks of bad faith on his mrte I can only
hope that no ans got stung on subseriptions to the thing,

THE HARCID PALIMER PISER AFFATR After receiving all of my fanzines back (re pg,

18 this issue), the lawyer fer the Piser estate
sent me a bill fer $17,32 for postage, Meaning that he has not spemt a single
reny of his own ar Piseris money in fulfilling the ebligations he was supposed
to fulfill, Peterson thus shows himself to be one of that large group of lawe’
yers who bdlieve they should make a mofit on everytiing, including friendshipe

POCKETBOOKS Out at the moment are two pocketbooks of inmberest to us alle Ons
is "The Assassination Bureau, Litde" by Jack London, an unfinished
story finished by Robert I, Fishe The cover and bacover photos are superb and
the stary is veiy different from the movie (which is opening in Detroit this
Weeky,ofinallyle The other pocketbook 45 THE PRISONER (Acey67900, #60¢) by
Thomas M, Disch, a superb novelization of the theme and mamer of the show ite
self, Disch has done the best novel about and based upon a teevee show that T
Invs ever‘reads Beantiful) (Assassimation Bureau is available from Berkely
Medz11ion, X1719, L604), (109) ~Ende, Re Schultze
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